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RESOLUTION of  
BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
RIO GRANDE COUNTY, COLORADO 

 
  WHEREAS, the Rio Grande County Board of County Commissioners has 
recognized the need for updating and reorganizing the Rio Grande County Zoning and 
Subdivision Regulations contained in the Rio Grande County Land Use Development Code; and, 
 
  WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has undertaken a 
comprehensive review of such regulations, including the holding of a public meeting after 
publishing public notice of such meeting; and, 
 
  WHEREAS, said review resulted in substantial changes or additions in such 
regulations; and, 
 
  WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners did hold a final public hearing 
after receipt of the certified and recommended Land Development Code from the Rio Grande 
County Planning Commission; and, 
 
  WHEREAS, notice of this public hearing was published for 30 days in 
newspapers of general circulation in Rio Grande County prior to said hearing held on October 
24th, 2007; and, 
 
  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Rio Grande County, Colorado, that the attached Land Development Code and 
the accompanying maps be and hereby are certified and adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Rio Grande County, Colorado, in compliance with Title 30, Article 28 of the 
Colorado Revised Statutes. 
 
  The foregoing resolution was offered by Commissioner 
______________________, seconded by Commissioner ___________________, and approved 
unanimously on vote of the Board of the ______________ day of _____________ 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RIO GRANDE, COUNTY 
PLANNING COMMISSION CERTIFICATE RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS,  the Rio Grande County Planning Commission has recognized the need for 
updating and reorganizing the Rio Grande County Zoning  and Subdivision Regulations 
contained in the Rio Grande County Land Development Code; and, 
 

WHEREAS,  the Planning Commission has undertaken a comprehensive review of such 
regulations, including the holding of public meetings after publishing notice of such meetings; 
and,  

 
WHEREAS,  said review has resulted in recommendations for changes in such 

regulations. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Planning Commission of Rio Grande 

County, Colorado, that the attached Land Development Code and the accompanying maps be 
and hereby recommended for approval by the Planning Commission of Rio Grande County, 
Colorado in compliance with Title 30, Article 28, of the Colorado Revised Statutes. 

 
Done and signed this 18th, day of September 2007. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
The Rio Grande County Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
_________________________  ________________________ 
Dwight Freeman, Chairman   Pam Bricker, Board Member 
 
 
__________________________  _________________________ 
Vernon McCallister, Board Member  Janice Slade, Board Member 
 
 
___________________________  __________________________ 
Craig Franke, Board Member   Gary Seger, Board Member 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



RIO GRANDE COUNTY, COLORADO 
PLANNING COMMISSION CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Dwight Freeman, Chairman of the Rio Grande County Planning Commission, do 

hereby certify that the attached zoning regulations and subdivision regulations entitled “The Rio 
Grande County Land Development Code” including the full text thereof, are hereby certified to 
the Board of County Commissioners pursuant to Title 30, Article 28, of the Colorado Revised 
Statutes on the ________________ day of _______________, 2007. 

 
 
___________________________ 
Dwight Freeman, Chairman 
Rio Grande County 
Planning Commission 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

RIO GRANDE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 
____________________________________________________________Page_____ 
Article I.  – Title         1 
 
Article II. – Authority        1 
 
Article III. – Jurisdictional Area      1 
 
Article IV. – Purposes        1-2 
 
Article V. – Administrative Provisions     2-3 
 
Article VI. – Planning Commission      3-4 
 
Article VII. – Definitions       5-33 
 
Article VIII. – Zoning Regulations      34-35 
 
Article IX. – District Regulations      36 
 Table A – List of Uses 36-41 
 A. Rural District 41-43 
 B. Agricultural District 43-44 
 C. Rural Residential Estate District 44-45 
 D. Residential District 45-47 
 E. Mobile Home District 47-49 
 F. Medium Density Residential District (MDR) 49-51 
 G. Commercial Business 51-53 
 H. Commercial Resort/Tourist 53-55 
 I. Light Industrial 55-57 
 J. Heavy Industrial 57-58 
 
Article X. – Mobile Home Parks, Recreational Vehicle Park, 59   
  Recreational Vehicle Subdivision   

 A. General Provisions 59-62 
 B. Mobile Home Parks 62-68 
 C. Recreational Vehicle Park 68-76 
 D. Individual Mobile Home/Recreational Vehicles 76-77 
 
Article XI. – Outdoor Signing and Advertising Devices 78-83 
Article XII. – Zoning Administration 83 
 A. Conditional Use Review 83-88 

B. Off-Street Parking, Loading, Drive-In facilities, storage 88-92 
of commercial vehicles  

 C. Nonconforming Uses, Structures, Lots    92-94 



 D. Board of Adjustment      94-97 
 E. Building Permits      97 
 F. Building Violations      98 
 G. Supplementary Provisions     98 
  1.   Zone District Boundaries     98 
  2. Temporary Uses Permitted     98 
  3. Standards Governing Home Occupations   99-100 
  4.  Projections from Buildings     100 
  5. General Exceptions to Building Height   100 
  6. Vision Clearance      100-101 
  7. Fences, Walls, Hedges     101 
  8. Junk or Salvage Yards, Commercial   101 
                  Feedlots, Kennels and Animal Hospitals 
  9.   Sand, Soil and Gravel Mining    101-108 
  10. Swimming Pools      108 
  11. Accessory Storage Buildings and Containers  108 
  12. Recharge Pond      109 
  13. Junk Vehicles      109 
  14. Standards Governing Flood Damage Prevention  109-120 
  15. Telecommunication Facilities    120-121 
  16. Airport Protection Overlay District   122-128 
    Requirements and provisions 
  17.   Unlisted Uses      128 
  18. Performance Criteria for Oil and Gas   128-130 
    Drilling and/or Production    
 H.   Amendments to Zoning Regulations   130-134 
   
 Article XIII. -  Subdivision General Provisions    134-139 
 
 Article XIV. -      Subdivision and Platting procedures   140-157 
 
 Article XV.   -    Cluster Development Rural Land Use Process  158-167 
 
 Article XVI.  -   Land and Resource Evaluation Criteria   168-173 
 
 Article XVII. -  Design Standards      174-180 
 
 Article XVIII. -  Improvements      180-191 
 
 Article XIX. - Planned Unit Development     192-208 
 
 Article XX. -  Exempt Division of Land     209-212 
 
 Article XXI. - Minor Subdivision      213-216 
 
  



 Article XXII. - Supplementary Provisions     217-221 
     Replats, Vacations, Fees 
 Article XXIII. -  Enforcement      222-225 
     Zoning, Subdivision Violations, Building Violations 
  
 Article XXIV. - Vested Property Rights     226-230 
 
 Article XXV. -  Rio Grande County Airport Overlay Protection Zone 231-235 
 
 Article XXVI. -  Blight       235-236 
 
 Article XXVII – Water Supply Standards     237-238 
 
 Article XXVIII– Dangerous Building Code     239- 253 
 
  


