
The commissioners have been working on the Astronaut Rominger Airport construction.  
As most of you know by now, the bid went out to pave the runway this year.  The 
commissioners awarded the bid to San Luis Valley Earth Movers.  The bid was just shy 
of two million dollars.  This means a Rio Grande County employer will be spending that 
money here in our county.   
 
This also means that what was once another dream for Rio Grande Hospital will become 
a reality.  The 6050 foot runway will allow fixed wing Flight for Life from Astronaut 
Rominger Airport.  The ability to better use the golden hour of time for critical care 
patients will produce better outcomes.  The first six months of this year, 50 out of 58 
transfers from Rio Grande Hospital of critical care patients was by fixed wing.   
 
The project of paving is to be completed by mid-October.  The only part not covered after 
the paving will be new lights and navigation systems.  Estimated cost of these is one half 
million dollars. CDOT Aviation division granted the two million dollars. The county 
match monies will be from construction of a new road around the airport to the west.   
 
If anyone would like to contribute to the airport, there is the enterprise zone designation 
that will allow one to receive a 25% State of Colorado tax credit as well as deduction on 
your federal tax return.  The county could use donations to help cover lights and nav 
systems to totally complete the project.   
 
The county has already seen an interest in more hangars at the airport because of the 
extension of the runway.  This could translate into more economic development for our 
county.   
 
The county will have two questions on the ballot in November.   
 
The first deals with animals and sheltering of animals.  Here is the question: 
 
   Shall Rio Grande County property tax revenue be increased by approximately $181,000 
the first year, and by such amounts as are raised by one mill on the current operating levy 
of 15.567 mills commencing in 2011 and continuing each year thereafter with the 
additional revenue used solely for contracting with appropriate organizations for the 
holding and sheltering of impounded and relinquished animals; and shall the County be 
authorized to collect, retain and expend all revenues collected from such mill levy and 
income thereon as a voter approved revenue change, offset and an exception to the limits 
which would otherwise apply, including Article X, Section 20 of the Colorado 
Constitution (TABOR) and Section 29-1-201, Colorado Revised Statutes? 
 
.  The generated revenue will provide funding for the holding and sheltering of lost, 
abandoned, abused or neglected animals (this may include horses dumped, emus etc).  As 
county revenue, the Commissioners may contract with a suitable organization to provide 
for these services.  These funds cannot be used for any other purpose and will be held in a 
separate fund until dispersed to the contracted organizations capable of providing the 
above listed services.  Future funding for these services from all municipalities’ and the 



County‘s general operating budgets will be eliminated.  TABOR limits will be excluded.  
No new governmental departments or employee positions will be created, and the County 
will not operate a shelter. 
 
 
The second question on the ballot is for funding of other community services and 
programs that were cut in the 2010 budget.  This proposal will cover services except 
animal sheltering.  The Upper Rio Grand Animal Society (URGAS) insisted on running 
“their” question as a stand alone.  
 
Here is the question: 
 
Shall Rio Grande County property tax revenue be increased by approximately $181,000 
the first year, and by such amounts as are raised by one additional mill on the current 
operating levy of 15.567 mills commencing in 2011 and continuing each year thereafter 
and with the additional revenue used solely for community agencies who provide various 
public services; and shall the County be authorized to collect, retain and expend all 
revenues collected from such mill levy and income thereon as a voter approved revenue 
change, offset and an exception to the limits which would otherwise apply, including 
Article X, Section 20 of the Colorado Constitution (TABOR) and Section 29-1-201, 
Colorado Revised Statutes? 
 
The proposed tax increase, amounting to one mill is to be used to fund a variety of un-
mandated programs in which funding was reduced in the current fiscal year in effort to 
remain fiscally responsible in light of the current economic downturn.  The money 
collected from this mill levy increase will be used to fund un-mandated programs, 
including but not limited to: Senior Citizens Services, Nutrition, 4-H Fair, De-
Toxification Programs, Juvenile Prevention Programs, Economic Development, and the 
Rio Grande County Museum.  It should be noted, however, this list is not necessarily 
comprehensive nor is it exclusive. Distribution of these funds will be through a grant-like 
process. An advisory committee, comprised of community members, will make 
recommendations to the County Commissioners for inclusions in the county budget.  
These programs are not only important to the maintenance of healthy communities, but 
they also play an integral role in our lives as Rio Grande County Residents.   
 
The county is currently working on two budgets.  This is caused by the Bad 3 ballot 
questions on the November ballot.  Amendments 60 & 61 and proposition 101.   
The first budget is status quo; the second budget is if these Bad 3 pass.  If they – the Bad 
3 (60, 61 & 101) pass, Rio Grande County Road and Bridge fund is cut nearly 40% next 
year.  The commissioners are looking at how to continue to maintain roads when the fund 
is cut over $700,000.  Maintain may mean no snowplowing, fewer employees and if your 
road is a dirt road,  it may be bladed once a year.   
 
The general fund will be hit by at least a cut of $300,000.  This means cuts in employees 
and services at the courthouse.  Possibility of courthouse hours of a four day week, with 



hours for the public from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  The commissioners await the 
November election outcome anxiously.  
 
The bigger issue is schools and fire protection districts and services you all rely on when 
needed in emergency.  If these Bad 3 pass, the biggest losers are you the residents.  Take 
time to carefully study the impacts these will have on everything you do.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


