
Summer has arrived in colorful Colorado and Rio Grande County.  A lot of activities in 
all of the communities makes this a great place to live, work and yes, even play.   
 
The county is moving forward with many items.  During the June 16th meeting, the 

commissioners passed the following resolution:  

RESOLUTION OPPOSING PROPOSITION 101 AND AMENDMENT 60 AND 61 

  WHEREAS, state voters will have the opportunity at the November 2 statewide 
general election to protect the fiscal health of local government by defeating Proposition 
101, Amendment 60 and Amendment 61; and 

WHEREAS, during this current economic downturn Rio Grande County has 
already dramatically cut budgets and services with regard to the following county wide 
programs: senior citizens services, the Conour Animal Shelter, Extension Service, Blue 
Peaks services, and the County Museum; and 

WHEREAS, these ballot measures individually and collectively significantly 
reduce or otherwise restrict both state and local revenues in a number of different ways 
including but not limited to: property taxes, specific ownership taxes, telecommunication 
taxes, state income taxes, state shared revenues to assist counties with local road and 
transit improvements, and other state grants and loans to help local governments; and 

WHEREAS, the ability to finance long-term capital improvements like 
community centers, libraries, road and bridge projects, fire stations and other public 
facilities will be dramatically impaired by the restrictions on debt financing as proposed 
by Amendment 61; and 

WHEREAS, the following services and programs in Rio Grande County will be 
limited or curtailed because of the numerous restrictions and revenue reductions proposed 
by these three measures: human services provided by the County; funding for public 
schools, libraries, and fire and water districts; road and bridge projects; as well as 
transportation and telecommunication services. In addition, there remain various other 
provisions, proposed by these three measures with yet undefined consequences, which 
will likely impact the County’s ability to fund other services; and 

WHEREAS, a number of prominent individuals, newspapers and organizations 
including Colorado Counties, Inc. are voicing opposition to these measures as not being 
in the best interests of Colorado and of local communities; and  

WHEREAS, provisions of state law allow Rio Grande County to put forth this 
resolution as a statement of opposition to the measures known as Proposition 101, 
Amendment 60 and Amendment 61; 



NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Rio Grande County 
opposes Proposition 101, Amendment 60 and Amendment 61 and urges our citizens to 
vote against all three ballot measures.  

We have been talking about these three ballot questions and for more information, 
please contact any of the commissioners for more detail. 

The commissioners awarded the bid for the first phases of the Astronaut 
Rominger Airport runway extension to a local company, SLV Earth Movers.  The first 
phases will allow much of the dirt work to be accomplished and then lead into the future 
phases of paving the runway.  This first award is for nearly $500,000.00 which will be 
spent locally and help to keep jobs in Rio Grande County.  The first phase also means the 
county will be rerouting county road 22. 

The airport is designated as an enterprise zone.  Contributions will allow you a tax 
credit on your Colorado taxes. The contributions will help the county to qualify more 
funds for our portion of the matching monies. The quicker we have matching funds, the 
quicker we can finish the project.  Anyone interested in helping our communities to grow 
and expand with more economic development, please consider this option.   

When the 6,050 foot runway is completed, fixed wing flight for life will be able to 
more quickly serve Rio Grande Hospital patients who need this service.  It is true that 
helicopters can land at the hospital most of the time, but it is also true that at times 
circumstances such as the weather and need for pressurized cabins for some heart patients 
do not permit access by helicopter. It is also true that fixed wing flights are less costly 
financially for families than a helicopter flight for life.   

 The valley is fortunate to have Eagle Air flight for life fixed wing sitting at the 
Alamosa airport ready to fly patients out.  Just think, the time saved with Eagle Air 
coming from Alamosa to Del Norte, rather than waiting for a flight from Colorado 
Springs or Denver to Astronaut Romiger airport could mean the difference in saving 
someone’s life.  

At the board meeting on June 23, the board of commissioners approved the Farm 
Fresh potato packaging plant conditional use permit.  This project will be a state of the art 
packaging facility.  The 50 million dollar project will employ150-200 workers, allow 
potato growers to be more competitive in the market and keep the potato industry viable 
and progressive.  The project will bring economic benefits with construction and 
employment to Rio Grande County.  Plus this will be another tool to market the best 
potatoes in the world – our own San Luis Valley Colorado potatoes!!   

For the commissioners, Robert Hagedorn 

 



 
  

 
 


