
Great news for the County owned Astronaut Rominger Airport.  The new 6000 foot 
runway is completed!  The over $2 million dollar project and extension of the runway is 
completed.  Official grand opening/ribbon cutting will be October 29, 2010 at the airport.  
Watch for more information on the time.   
The commissioners would like to thank the CDOT Aviation Board for the granting of 
funds to make this project possible.   
SLV Earth Movers did a fantastic job of staying in budget and on time for completion.   
Thanks to so many others that donated and gave time and energy to help accomplish this.   
The airport will still need lighting and navs to be fully functional for 24/7 service.  The 
cost of that is an additional $500,000.  If anyone would like to donate to help with 
matching funds for grants to help finish this, the airport is an enterprise zone and your 
donation will receive a State tax credit on your contribution.  The county airport fund is 
basically empty and matching monies to completely finish the project would be greatly 
appreciated.   
 
Rio Grande County Commissioners have placed two questions on the November ballot 
for the constituents to determine the direction for the Commissioners to take in budgeting 
for non-mandated items that were cut or reduced in the 2010 budget.  Here are the 
questions and some further explanation. 
  
 Please read carefully especially the bold and underlined wording of both questions.   
Here is question 1A: 
  “ Shall Rio Grande County property tax revenue be increased by approximately 
$181,000 the first year, and by such amounts as are raised by one mill on the current 
operating levy of 15.567 mills commencing in 2011 and continuing each year thereafter 
with the additional revenue used solely for contracting with appropriate organizations 
for the holding and sheltering of impounded and relinquished animals; and shall the 
County be authorized to collect, retain and expend all revenues collected from such mill 
levy and income thereon as a voter approved revenue change, offset and an exception to 
the limits which would otherwise apply, including Article X, Section 20 of the Colorado 
Constitution (TABOR) and Section 29-1-201, Colorado Revised Statutes?” 
 
If 1A passes, the county may be “contracting with appropriate organizations for the 
holding and sheltering of impounded and relinquished animals. . . .”  The county will put 
out an RFP (request for proposal) for organizations to bid on holding of sheltered 
animals.  What does this mean?  Any qualified facilities or organizations that shelter 
animals may bid. The county will award the bid based on paying per animal unit, and as 
with many contracts, the contract will be a reimbursement payment.  Reimbursement 
payment means the facility will have to shelter the animal first and then be paid after 
proof of sheltering has occurred.  This is a one time sheltering of an animal.  The county 
will determine maximum amounts per animal unit, and review all bids before letting out a 
contract.  The bids may or may not be accepted by the commissioners. The county may 
contract with any number of appropriate organizations to provide this service. The 
facility or facilities will have to be able to shelter most any type of animals, including 
horses, cattle, snakes (don’t laugh, it happened in Colorado Springs the other week), cats, 
and dogs. 



 
The county will only pay for animals from Rio Grande County.   Bidders will have to 
furnish an audit and budget for consideration in the bidding for the contract. There will 
not be any committee oversight other than the commissioners. The winning bidder or 
bidders will furnish annual audits and reports as requested by the commissioners to 
comply with all rules and regulations of the State and County.  Reports may be monthly, 
quarterly or annual depending on specifics requested by the commissioners. 
 
What is your cost for this mil levy?  Here is a formula to figure your cost.   
First you need to determine if your property is residential or agriculture and/or 
commercial. 
Here is a formula to figure your cost if your property is residential:  
 Residential numbers: Your value (you can acquire this from the assessors office) 
multiply by 7.96% gives total for assessed value take that number and then multiply by 
.001 = your cost IF you are residential.  Example: a $200,000.00 home X 7.96% 
X.001=$15.92 per year.  
 
To figure your cost for commercial and/or agriculture – your value (from the assessors 
office) multiply by 29% gives total assessed value then multiply by .001 = your cost for 
the mil levy for commercial or agriculture property.  Example: $200,000 commercial 
building X 29% X.001= $58.00 per year. 
 
Question 1B:  
Shall Rio Grande County property tax revenue be increased by approximately $181,000 
the first year, and by such amounts as are raised by one additional mill on the current 
operating levy of 15.567 mills commencing in 2011 and continuing each year thereafter 
and with the additional revenue used solely for community agencies who provide 
various public services; and shall the County be authorized to collect, retain and expend 
all revenues collected from such mill levy and income thereon as a voter approved 
revenue change, offset and an exception to the limits which would otherwise apply, 
including Article X, Section 20 of the Colorado Constitution (TABOR) and Section 29-1-
201, Colorado Revised Statutes? 
 
This question was put on the ballot to raise revenue for various entities that the County 
had to cut or eliminate in the 2010 budget. These include but are not limited to the 
following:  
San Luis Valley Fair 
San Luis Valley Extension Service 
San Luis Valley Center for Restorative Services 
Tri-County Senior Citizens Center 
South Central Nutrition Program/Area Agency on Aging 
San Luis Valley Development Resource Group 
San Luis Valley Resource, Conservation & Development  
Rio Grande County Museum & Cultural Center 
Detox Center 
San Luis Valley Retired Volunteer Program 



Blue Peaks Developmental Services 
San Luis Valley Hazardous Substance Board 
San Luis Valley GIS/GPS 
Rio Grande Watershed Conservation and Education Initiative 
Veterans Affairs Transportation 
  These are valuable services that were not mandated for funding and this is a way to fund 
these services.  Many of these organizations use the local funding to help as “match” 
money for State and Federal funding. If they do not have local funding, they cannot 
receive matching funds from other sources.   
 
If 1B passes, a committee will be appointed by the commissioners to review any and all 
requests for funding, and the recommendations made to the commissioners by the 
committee will then be considered for the budget.  This will be a granting type process 
where the applicants will show financials, the need and their audits.   The committee will 
review and recommend to the commissioners amounts to be funded and to what entities.   
One year it may be a large portion for Senior Citizens, the next year it may be a large 
portion for 4-H.  Or it may be small amounts to all who request.  The amounts will 
ultimately be decided by the commissioners, and the committee recommendations will be 
considered. 
 
The one mill cost for 1B is the same as 1A – see above under 1A.  
 
 
The commissioners want to know the will of the people for these two issues.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


