
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 
 
State of Colorado  ) 
     SS 
County of Rio Grande ) 
 
The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session 
on Thursday, December 1, 2011. Members present were Chairman Dennis 
Murphy, Jr., Commissioners Doug Davie and Karla Shriver, Suzanne 
Benton, County Administrator, and Lyla Davis, Clerk of the Board. 
 
At 9:00 a.m. Chairman Murphy called the meeting to order and gave the 
opening prayer. Commissioner Davie led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Commissioner Davie made the motion to approve the November 21, 2011 
minutes as amended. Commissioner Shriver seconded; the motion passed. 
 
At 9:10 a.m. Ms. Benton presented pending matters.  
Chairman Murphy signed the contract for lighting services for the 
County buildings.  
 
At 9:30 a.m. Marty Asplin, Del Norte Mayor Pro Tem, joined the 
session to discuss various matters with the Town. He reported that 
the Town will be purchasing four lots east of the Rio Grande Hospital 
to complete the Trails Master Plan. Mr. Asplin referred to a utility 
study that was done in the 1990s which reported that there are 
drainage issues with the type of rock around Lookout Mountain. This 
property is included in the purchase which will become property of 
the Town of Del Norte. These lots will be annexed into the Town. Mr. 
Asplin asked that the County contribute $5,000 of Conservation Trust 
Funds for the purchase of the property to complete the trails 
project. Commissioner Shriver discussed using Conservation Trust 
funds to develop recreation areas. She noted that the County has to 
consider similar projects if other areas of the County make similar 
requests. This land has been designated for recreation uses. 
Increased recreation areas in the County would help the local tourism 
economy. Commissioner Shriver made the motion to approve the $5,000 
request contingent upon the Town of Del Norte receiving a Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) grant for development of the recreation 
corridor and completion of the trails master plan. Public safety is a 
secondary benefit by addressing the drainage from Lookout Mountain 
and pedestrian traffic including school uses. Commissioner Davie 
seconded; the motion passed. 
 
Mr. Asplin invited the Board to attend an event on Saturday, December 
3, 2011, to view the solar panel projects at various buildings owned 
by the Town of Del Norte.  
 
At 10:00 a.m. Ken Duckenberger, Kutak Rock, joined the session via 
conference call. Mr. Asplin remained for the call since he is also a 
member of the Hospital board of directors and midway through the 
conversation County Attorney Bill Dunn joined the session. Mr. 
Duckenberger discussed a mechanism for local governments through the 
sale of tax exempt bonds to help entities such as the Rio Grande 
Hospital provide alternative means to finance themselves. State laws 
allow local governments to be a “conduit” for this type of financing. 
Mr. Duckenberger referenced Colorado Revised State Statute 29-3-2011. 
There would be an individual in his firm who would seek out banks who 
would be asked to pre-commit to purchasing these bonds. Now is a good 
time to do this type of financing either this year or early January 
while rates are low. Currently, the Hospital finances its loans 
through the Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the Rural Housing 
Authority. The reason the Hospital board is considering this option 
of alternative financing is that if the bonds could be sold, it would 

1 
 



be at a lower interest rate than the current approved loans are 
accruing. The Hospital would save a significant amount on interest 
payments. Per Mr. Duckengerger, there is no recourse to the County 
board of Commissioners. Public meetings would be held for input from 
the residents hosted by the County. Fourteen days notice must be 
given and Kutak Rock has the templates for the media. ‘Conduit 
financing’ is the term used for this type of financing. The bank 
would like to refinance this year or early January while rates are 
low.  
 
At 10:30 a.m. Commissioner Shriver made the motion to approve the 
following claims. Commissioner Davie seconded; the motion passed. 
 
County General Fund   
 Xcel Energy utility  $    2,143.59 
 CDHS Central Accounting October  $       30.00 
 CenturyLink telephone  $    1,620.19 
 Colorado Chapter training  $      650.00 
 Crimestar Corporation homeland sec  $   13,210.50 
 Crowne Plaza Colo Spgs lodging  $      696.00 
 Dave Pote homeland sec  $      878.35 
 Del Norte Auto Supply supplies  $       34.69 
 District Attorney Office 11th pmt  $   13,389.75 
 ESRI Inc GIS software  $      300.00 
 Fleet Services fuel  $    4,720.85 
 Fleet Services fuel  $      341.31 
 Jeff Babcock homeland sec  $    7,331.17 
 Mary Beth Miles reimbursed exp  $       79.20 
 Pueblo Co Information System computer svc  $    5,200.00 
 Staples Business supplies  $       92.66 
 State of Colorado/DOI T1 line  $      333.84 
 Valley Lock and Security repairs  $      171.34 
 Verizon Wireless cell phone  $      707.93 
 Verizon Wireless cell phone  $      147.86 
 Victim Assistance October  $       30.00 
 Xcel Energy utility  $    3,312.03 

 i12/Knowledge Computing Homelnd sec.  $  136,614.00 
 TOTAL   $  192,035.26 
    
 American Public Life November  $      467.46 
 BC Services, Inc November  $       99.46 
 Community Bank of the Rockies September  $   52,537.27 
 Family Support Registry exp  $      370.00 
 Family Support Registry exp  $      600.00 
 Pre-paid Legal Services exp  $      139.45 
 Rio Grande County Treasurer September  $   43,641.84 

 Security Benefit exp  $    1,450.00 
 TOTAL   $   99,305.48 
    
 ACS Services Inc computer exp  $    2,185.00 
 Business Solutions Leasing copier  $      410.33 
 Camille Ferran mileage  $      336.60 
 Carla Clutter mileage  $      112.60 
 CenturyLink telephone  $       31.21 
 Charles Chick Appliance repairs  $      185.10 
 Co Dept of Public Safety traffic fines  $      420.00 
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 County Sheriffs of Colo dues  $    3,377.43 
 Dave Pote Homeland Sec  $      385.00 
 Del Norte Auto Supply supplies  $       23.63 
 Duckwall-Alco Discount supplies  $      199.91 
 El Paso County Coroner autopsy  $    2,500.00 
 Fernandez Chile Co jail food  $       40.00 
 First Bankcard card pmt  $    2,303.43 
 Galls Inc supplies  $    3,731.21 
 Gobins supplies  $      658.29 
 Hart Intercivic computer exp  $   15,115.85 
 Hope Peckumn election exp  $      150.00 
 Jack's Market jail food  $      110.22 
 John Michalke Proj 2  $    6,370.35 
 Jorie Scott mileage  $      111.70 
 Ken's Service Center repairs  $      417.21 
 Kristy Dennis reimbursed exp  $       35.81 
 KVS Information Systems computer exp  $      925.00 
 Lorell Rae Cotton mileage  $      265.30 
 Meadow Gold Dairies jail food  $      150.22 
 Oncall Paging Service October  $       71.91 
 Peggy J Kern mileage  $       18.90 
 Rio Grande Hospital inmate exp  $    1,631.27 
 Rio Grande Pharmacy inmate exp  $      168.84 
 Rose Vanderpool mileage  $       56.34 
 Safariland, LLC training  $      100.00 
 Safeway Inc jail food  $      357.22 
 Sams Club jail food  $      185.25 
 Shamrock Food Company jail food  $    2,128.53 
 Spectracom radios  $      387.00 
 Staples Business supplies  $      619.80 
 Sue Davis Homeland Sec  $    2,582.87 
 Suzanne Benton reimbursed exp  $       73.80 
 Ultramax Office supply  $    1,440.00 
 United Reprographic office supply  $       85.54 
 Valley Lock and Security repairs  $    3,256.92 

 WSB Computer Services computer exp  $    1,250.00 
 TOTAL   $   54,965.59 
    
Road & Bridge Fund   
 Business Solutions Lsng copier  $      110.08 
 CenturyLink telephone  $       53.38 
 ESRI, Inc GIS software  $      300.00 
 SLV REC utility  $      180.00 
 Verizon Wireless cell phone  $      109.15 
 Xcel Energy utility  $    5,628.09 
 TOTAL   $    6,380.70 
    
 American Public Life exp  $      285.44 
 Community Banks of Colorado exp  $   20,580.81 
 Rio Grande County Treasurer exp  $   17,515.31 

 Security Benefit exp  $       50.00 
 TOTAL   $   38,431.56 
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 Adarand Constructors, Inc posts  $      900.00 
 Airgas Intermountain, Inc supplies  $      513.72 
 Alta Fuels fuel  $   21,532.61 
 Aspen Office Products supplies  $       54.96 
 B&C Electric Inc repairs  $      137.82 
 Brumley Plumbing repairs  $       80.00 
 CenturyLink telephone  $      468.56 
 Colo Board of Land Gravel pit  $      250.00 
 Colorado Machinery repairs  $    3,893.72 
 Del Norte Auto Supply parts  $      448.89 
 First Bankcard card pmt  $      129.61 
 Fleet Services fuel  $    5,228.94 
 Gobins supplies  $       29.30 
 Gunbarrel Service Station repairs  $      134.00 
 Haynie's Inc parts  $      996.57 
 Industrial & Farm Supply supplies  $        9.03 
 Lenco West parts  $      474.16 
 Leroy A Romero maintenance  $      125.00 
 Manual Atencio reimbursed exp  $       98.05 
 Matco Tools supplies  $      179.00 
 Monte Vista Cooperative supplies  $       23.80 
 Myers Brothers Truck repairs  $      341.46 
 Pro-Build supplies  $      104.08 
 Relinance Steel Co. #12 supplies  $      303.98 
 Rio Grande Cty Weed District Roadside spray  $   14,064.51 
 Rocky Mountain Plumbing repairs  $      331.74 
 Rocky Mountain Upholstering repairs  $      175.00 
 Rylind Industries, Inc supplies  $      165.00 
 Transwest Truck, Inc parts  $       52.02 
 Valley Lumber and Supply repairs  $    1,150.97 
 Valley Tractor Repair repairs  $      753.97 
 Wagner Equipment supplies  $    1,648.20 

 Wagner Rents equipment  $      684.80 
 TOTAL   $   55,483.47 
    
Pest Control   

 SLV REC utility  $       69.00 
 TOTAL   $       69.00 
    
 Community Banks of Colorado November  $    1,470.15 

 Rio Grande County Treas. exp  $    1,078.48 
 TOTAL   $    2,548.63 
    
 AT&T Mobility cell phone  $       42.31 
 CenturyLink telephone  $       83.62 

 First Bankcard card pmt  $      135.65 
 TOTAL   $      261.58 
    
Airport Fund   
 Asphalt Constructors Asphalt  $    7,497.52 

 Rio Grande County Machine hire  $    3,500.00 
 TOTAL   $   10,997.52 
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Capital Expenditure Fund   

    $         -   
 TOTAL   $         -   
    
Conservation Trust   
 DOI/BLM TV site  $      147.17 

 San Luis Valley TV Inc annual pmt  $    1,500.00 
 TOTAL   $    1,647.17 
    

Tourism Trust   
 Applelodge Enterprises Web service  $      100.00 
 Devi Jardon annual  $    1,260.00 
 Rio Grande County Museum annual  $      500.00 
 Snowmobile Storm ads  $      111.00 
 TOTAL   $    1,971.00 

    

Public Health Department   
 CenturyLink telephone  $      274.80 
 Chaffee Cnty Public Health November  $    1,400.00 
 Costilla County Nursing services  $    2,076.00 
 Lake County Health Dept services  $    1,400.00 

 State of Colorado/DOI T1 line  $       61.51 
 TOTAL   $    5,212.31 
    
 American Public Life exp  $       75.02 
 Community Bank of the Rockies exp  $    5,414.11 
 Rio Grande County Treasurer exp  $    4,761.57 
 Security Benefit exp  $       50.00 

 Sooper Credit Union exp  $      100.00 
TOTAL   $   10,400.70 
    
 CenturyLink telephone  $        7.58 
 Chaffee Cnty Public Health services  $    1,400.00 
 First Bankcard card pmt  $      770.35 
 Saguache Co Public Health services  $      700.00 
 Tamarac Medical supplies  $       50.00 
 Verizon Wireless cell phone  $       83.41 
TOTAL   $    3,011.34 
 
At 10:45 a.m. the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________________________ _____________________________ 
Dennis Murphy, Jr.     Lyla Davis 
Chairman of the Board    Clerk of the Board 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 
 
State of Colorado  ) 
     SS 
County of Rio Grande ) 
 
The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session 
on Wednesday, December 7, 2011. Members present were Chairman Dennis 
Murphy, Jr., Commissioners Doug Davie and Karla Shriver, Suzanne 
Benton, County Administrator, and Lyla Davis, Clerk of the Board. 
 
At 9:00 a.m. Chairman Murphy called the meeting to order. Ms. Davis 
gave the opening prayer and Chairman Murphy led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
At 9:15 a.m. Patrick Sullivan, Road and Bridge Supervisor, joined the 
session for the monthly report. The written report was submitted as 
follows: 

• Completed paint striping for the year. 
• Hauled binder material to several roads including the 8 North, 

10 North and 11 North roads. 
• Started the building upgrades at the South Fork Shop. 
• Installed 600 feet of snow fence in the Rock Creek area. 
• Plowed snow for a couple of days. 
• Started the crack seal project on the County Line Road. 
• Mr. Sullivan attended CCI convention. 

 
Proposed work for December includes completing the renovation work at 
the South Fork shop; continue crack seal project on the 1 East 
between the 8 South and 9 South roads; complete year end purchases; 
continue to plow snow as needed; and crushed gravel will be hauled to 
Shirley Drive and Arapahoe Road in upper Alpine Village. 
 
Mr. Sullivan presented sketch plans for the dam repair at Home Lake. 
He also reported that he attended the annual meeting for the Rio 
Grande Canal. The crew will also be hauling snow away from the County 
buildings.  
 
Tom Slade and Dan Hicks, Rio Grande Water Company, joined the session 
to discuss repair costs for County Road 15. They noted that in July 
the homeowner’s association (HOA) purchased the water company from 
Land Properties, Inc. There have been several breaks in the water 
line over the past few years. The breaks have all been under County 
Road 15. Two invoices were sent from the County for the asphalt 
repair. The second invoice reflected a 15% increase for the repair of 
two similar projects. Mr. Sullivan said the equipment rates have been 
adjusted but the asphalt costs did not change. He also explained that 
this repair did not coincide with the other asphalt work done in the 
County. He had to purchase AC material from Asphalt Constructors 
which was more expensive than the County bulk rate as the hot plant 
was not in operation at the time of the repair. There was concern 
that the HOA did not receive the most competitive bid. Mr. Sullivan 
explained that Asphalt Constructors, Inc (ACI) was working in the 
area doing crack sealing which is different from asphalt repair. He 
also noted that there are mobilization costs to move equipment to the 
site. Mr. Slade said he is having trouble understanding why there is 
a 15% increase in this economic environment. Mr. Sullivan talked with 
the Board prior to this repair about equipment costs. The County has 
not raised their rates in several years. Mr. Hicks said the 260 feet 
of overlay was adequate. Mr. Sullivan said the amount of overlay was 
necessary for a solid repair. Mr. Slade discussed the two invoices 
that were sent in one year and the difference in the equipment costs. 
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He realizes that the materials cost was less but Mr. Slade has to 
explain the increased expense to the homeowner association board. Mr. 
Sullivan reported that the first batch of asphalt was mixed at the 
County hot plant. Mr. Slade clarified that Land Properties paid less 
because the asphalt was mixed by the County; the HOA bill is more 
because the asphalt had to be purchased from ACI. Commissioner Davie 
asked if the materials cost was cheaper the first year. Mr. Sullivan 
said it was less expensive. The ACI cost was passed through; the 
County did not profit from the asphalt purchase. Mr. Sullivan noted 
that more gravel had to be hauled in for the first repair because of 
the washout. The following costs were noted: $27.50 per hour for a 12 
yard tandem dump truck which was raised to $65 per hour this year. 
This is still below the contractor rate. The labor amount between the 
two invoices did not change however there would have been more labor 
with the first repair. Mr. Sullivan asked what a fair price would be 
for the County to repair their problem. Mr. Slade felt that $20,000 
would be a fair price. He had asked Mr. Slade if the HOA could have 
bid the project at the time of the repair. The total of the second 
invoice was $24,800; the first invoice total was $21,663.  
 
Mr. Sullivan said Mr. Slade should go to a contractor, such as ACI, 
to determine a fair price so all parties involved will know the fair 
price. Mr. Sullivan will provide the specifications to the contractor 
of the HOA choice so they can compare rates. He also noted that the 
$3,500 road preparation cost was not charged and Mr. Sullivan noted 
that he made an error in the calculation which was in favor of the 
homeowners. The Board agreed to have ACI give a bid for this repair 
to compare costs. The invoice will be settled at a later date.  
 
Mr. Sullivan recommended to the Board that utilities should not be 
laid under County roads if at all possible in the future. 
 
At 10:15 a.m. Commissioner Davie made the motion to approve the 
December 1, 2011 minutes as amended. Commissioner Shriver seconded; 
the motion passed. 
 
Commissioner Davie made the motion to sign the contracts for the 
County energy audit. Commissioner Shriver seconded; the motion 
passed.  
 
Commissioner Davie made the motion to sign the updates for Security 
Benefit 457 Deferred Compensation Plan. Commissioner Shriver 
seconded; the motion passed. 
 
The Veteran’s Report was signed. 
 
The Board reviewed various job descriptions. Commissioner Davie made 
the motion to approve the revisions. Commissioner Shriver seconded; 
the motion passed. 
 
At 10:30 a.m. a conference call was placed to Tom Craig regarding the 
PBS television station site in the County. Rocky Mountain PBS, a five 
station network in Colorado with 25 translator sites, has been 
operating from the Seven Mile site since 1980. It was originally 
operated through KTST out of Pueblo which became part of the Rocky 
Mountain network. They recently discovered that power was turned off 
to the site and are asking the Board to restore power to the site. 
About a year ago all translator sites were changed to digital 
translators through a federal grant. There are three channels plus an 
informational channel for visual and hearing impaired. Commissioner 
Davie asked where the signal came from. San Antonio Mountain is the 
relay tower for this tower. He said they were not aware there was any 
activity on this tower in the County. The Board did not receive any 
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calls asking for the stations after the power was turned off. Mr. 
Craig said PBS would have received these calls. They have a team that 
works on these sites and they would like the power restored for their 
stations. Mr. Craig said PBS is more of a broadcasting service than a 
commercial television station. They do not receive any advertising 
dollars; PBS is a non-profit station. Negotiations started on this 
site in about 1978. There has been nothing in writing since 1978. 
Jean Evans was the name associated with the tower site according to 
Mr. Craig’s records. Ms. Evans was a private citizen associated with 
the Parker Hill TV Association. Rocky Mountain PBS can pay for the 
power but they need the Board’s permission to turn the power back on. 
The Board was agreeable to reinstating the power. Commissioner 
Shriver said a new memorandum of understanding should be drafted for 
long term use of the site. PBS will draft an agreement and the County 
will look into power service. The locks can be changed so that only 
the County and PBS would have access. Mr. Craig verified that they 
have insurance on their equipment. Valley Communications has 
expressed interest to PBS for future use of this site.  
 
At 11:00 a.m. Chairman Murphy called the 2012 Budget Hearing to 
order. Ms. Benton presented the following information and 
resolutions. 

BUDGET MESSAGE 
2012 BUDGET 

RIO GRANDE COUNTY 

 

  Attached is the 2012 Rio Grande County Budget.  This budget includes the following county funds:  
County General, Road & Bridge, Social Services, Capital Expenditures, Airport, Conservation Trust, Tourism, and 
Public Health Agency.  Also included in the document is the RIO GRANDE COUNTY WEED CONTROL DISTRICT’S 
2012 budget. 

 

  The annual budget is the County’s most important financial management document.  It is a financial 
road map for the coming year for all of the various departments and offices.  The budget process is a joint effort 
between the Commissioners, the department heads, and the elected officials to maximize services in the most 
efficient way possible. All requests are considered and discussed as a group, and the final decisions are made by 
the Board of County Commissioners who determine the most efficient and effective use of taxpayer dollars. 

 

  The 2012 County Budget is $19,945,230 and the Weed Control District Budget is $159,475.  This is a 
decrease of $173,077 (0.9%) for the County budget and a $24,550 (18.2%) increase for Weed Control.   The 
Budget, as presented, is balanced in accordance with Colorado Revised Statutes § 29‐1‐101 through115.  The 
budgeted revenue amounts for the Weed Control District are under the amount of increase allowed under the 
TABOR amendment and the 5.5% Statutory Property Tax Revenue Limit.  Rio Grande County did successfully 
pass the removal of the TABOR amendment and the 5.5% Statutory Property Tax Revenue Limit in November 
1999.  The accounting basis of modified accrual is utilized for Rio Grande County. 

 

  In 2012, the County’s mill levy will remain the same as previous years at 15.567 mills.  This is the 
maximum number of mills Rio Grande County can levy without going to the vote of the people.  The total 
property tax revenue decrease in 2011 is projected to be $83,444 (3.1%) due to an appraisal year which reflects 
the decrease in value during the last two years. 

 

  The major points of interest in the 2012 budget are as follows: 
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• A two percent increase for cost of living was given since the employees had not received any type of 
pay increase since 2009.  The health insurance premiums increased by four percent (4%) for the 
upcoming year and will be paid by the employees.  This increase was $22 per month for a single 
coverage, $41 per month for couple coverage and $51.07 per month for family coverage. It was 
calculated that for the month of October, 2011, the average take home pay across all county employees 
was $1,887.   

• An increase the amount of asphalt purchases of $70,000 for the coming year was approved for a Public 
Improvement District formed in Beaver Mountain Estates of which 40% will be paid by the residents 
over a three year period.  No other new paving projects are scheduled, only maintenance. 

• Funding for capital purchases for the Road & Bridge Department was decreased by $75,000 to 
$125,000.  Radio replacements, a service truck and possibly a tractor are proposed for 2012. 
 

  

The 2012 budget will be funded from the following sources: 

 

                  2012 Budget       2011 Budget 

    Property Tax      $2,612,594  13.1%    13.1%   

    Other Local Sources    $1,912,300    9.6%      8.8% 

    Federal and State            $14,691,300  73.6%    76.1% 

    Fund Reserves               $    729,036    3.7%      2.0% 

  The accomplishments for 2011 were: 

• The County was able to maintain current services and programs during 2011 with reduced funding from 
state and federal sources. 

• Various grant applications were made of which awards have not been announced. 
• An energy audit program is being negotiated and will be conducted during 2012. 
• The Korean Celebration held in June to honor Jim Jones and the pamphlet presented to him at the end 

of WWII from the South Koreans.  A delegation from South Korean was present to receive back this 
document to be placed in their Memorial Hall.   

 

  Projects Goals for 2012 are: 

• Conduct an efficiency audit of all departments. 
• Complete the energy audit for select county buildings. 
• Augment and move an agricultural well from other county property to the airport to provide a water 

source for a future FBO at the Astronaut Rominger Airport. 
• Install lights for the new runway and a certified weather station.  A fund drive has been initiated and will 

continue through 2012 for future airport improvements. 
• Work with the municipalities, URG EDC and SLV Development Resource Group to improve the economic 

base in the County 
• Work closely with all county departments in ways to reduce expenditures and increase revenues.   
• Begin coordination with municipalities and economic development groups to explore a marketing 

district. 
 

  The County has three lease agreements:    Two agreements with Business Solutions Leasing for four 
copiers and a one lease purchase for the addition and remodeling of the jail. 

  The 2012 County Budget shows an ending fund balance of $6,523,395 which is down by $729,036.   By 
utilizing $729,036 of unappropriated funds to balance the 2012 budget the county continues to utilize its 
savings; this policy is un‐sustainable and in the future either revenue will have to increase or the county will be 
forced to further reduce expenditures at an even greater rate.  If revenues do not increase, County General Fund 
will need to be reduced by 9%, and  the Social Services Fund by 3%.  This reduction will have to be accomplished 
by reducing or eliminating various services and staff.    
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  The following is a brief synopsis of the various funds that have a significant impact on the 2012 budget 
that were not discussed above: 

General Fund:    A new roof will be installed on the Sheriff’s Office along with the purchasing of a transport van. 
A new computer operating system will be installed for the Sheriff’s and Jail Offices.  Additional funding was 
provided for the Coroner’s Office for various pieces of equipment.  A part time Museum Coordinator has been 
proposed.  The Clerk and Recorders Office will be implementing on‐line vehicle tags renewals and marriage 
licenses.    The Homeland Security and Citizen Corps grants for the San Luis Valley of which Rio Grande County is 
the financial agency have been decreasing over the past several years.   

Road & Bridge Fund:  In 2010, 94% of the Road & Bridge Department was funded by HUTF.  HUTF is gas tax 
placed on both gasoline and diesel and is distributed by the State to operate Colorado Department of 
Transportation, municipal streets and county roads.  In 2012, HUTF to Rio Grande County is projected to fund 
only 78%.  This decrease is due to less fuel being purchased along with the State of Colorado redirecting some of 
these funds to help balance the State’s budget.  With this reduction in funding, no new paving projects will be  
done during 2012 except for the small project being funded in conjunction with the landowners in Beaver 
Mountain Estates.  Major equipment purchases will be for a service truck and replacement of radios which is 
mandated due to federal communication changes in frequency needs for cell phones.  A small tractor may be 
purchased if funding allows. 

Social Services Fund:  The funding for the Social Services’ budget is based upon the allocations issued by the 
Operations Office, Colorado Department of Human Services.  All allocations from the State must be matched by 
local funds.  Programs such as Child Day Care, Child Welfare and County Administration have been underfunded 
by the State in past years which has required transfer of funds from Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF) or County tax dollars. With the State’s budget being reduced, the County might have to pay a larger 
percentage of the client’s benefits.   The State has not proposed any changes to the program benefits guidelines.   

  The upcoming year is full of uncertainty.  The County has seen a decrease in property values; however, 
with the mortgage sublending problems across the country and the resultant foreclosures, there is no surety 
that the County’s assessed values will remain at the current level.  During the 2011, several businesses in South 
Fork and Monte Vista have closed which will reduce sales tax.  The taxpayers have again indicated that they 
want smaller government and are not willing to pass additional taxes.  However, County government is operated 
by State Statutes and most of the services provided are mandated by these Statutes.  Programs like the 
Museum, animal control, riding arenas, etc. are great amenities for a community.  When the citizens of the 
County vote for a smaller government, then smaller government means less services and programs.    

  Always of concern are the water issues in the county and how the sub‐districts will affect current 
farming and life in general within our County.  If more land has to be taken out of production, this will affect the 
value of the agriculture land and also have direct impact upon sales tax.  In 2012, the first assessment for water 
usage will be made by the sub‐district.   

  All costs of doing business continue to rise for government just as it does for other businesses 
and private individuals.  Just like any business, the County has to purchase supplies, insurance, utilities, food, 
and equipment. These costs have perpetually increased without corresponding revenue increases. Businesses 
may pass along these increases to their consumers, but the County does not have this option. 

The County was cautious when projecting revenues reflected in the 2012 budget.  Most of the Federal 
and State revenues are for Social Services programs, ($9,789,372),  HUTF ($1,910,000) and Payment In Lieu of 
Taxes ($500,000).   With the revenue uncertainties that exist, the officials of Rio Grande County will need to 
work closely with the State to assure our current level of funding is maintained and also work with the various 
offices to reduce spending throughout 2012 so the expenditures balance more closely with the incoming 
revenues.  Our current unappropriated fund balance is equivalent to just over a three month’s cash flow.  This is 
dangerously low and constant monitoring will be necessary during the year to respond quickly to any changes.  If 
revenues fail to be generated, the budget will be amended downward quarterly to prevent future eroding of the 
stability of the county’s finances. 
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Budget prepared by: 

 

Suzanne L. Benton 

County Administrator/Budget Officer 

 

Date:  December 7, 2011 

 
 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT BUDGET 
 

  A RESOLUTION SUMMARIZING EXPENDITURES AND REVENUES FOR EACH FUND, AND ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR 
RIO GRANDE COUNTY, COLORADO, FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR BEGINNING ON THE 1st DAY OF JANUARY, 2012, AND ENDING 
ON THE LAST DAY OF DECEMBER, 2012 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Rio Grande County has appointed Suzanne L. Benton, Budget 
Officer, to prepare and submit a proposed budget to said governing body at the proper time, and; 

  WHEREAS, Suzanne L. Benton, Budget Officer, has submitted a proposed budget to this governing body on October 
12, 2011, for it consideration, and; 

  WHEREAS, upon due and proper notice, published in accordance with the law, said proposed budget was open for 
inspection by the public at a designated place, a public hearing was held on December 7, 2011, and interested taxpayers 
were given the opportunity to file or register any objections to said proposed budget, and; 

  WHEREAS, whatever increases may have been made in the expenditures, like increases were added to the 
revenues so that the budget remains in balance, as required by law. 

  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, RIO GRANDE COUNTY, 
COLORADO: 

  Section 1.  That estimated expenditures for each fund are as follows: 

      General Fund      $6,064,700 

      Road & Bridge Fund      2,421,845 

      Social Services Fund    10,439,711 

      Airport Fund           461,000 

      Capital Expenditures Fund                   0 

      Conservation Trust Fund           96,915 

      Tourism Fund             83,580 

      Public Health Agency                           377,479 

    Total Estimated Expenditures              $19,945,230 

 

  Section 2.  That estimated revenues for each fund are as follows: 

    General Fund

      From sources other than general property tax  $4,304,700 

      From the general property tax        1,760,000

Total General Fund          $6,064,700 

11 
 



 

    Road & Bridge Fund

      From sources other than general property tax  $2,090,845 

      From the general property tax           331,000

    Total Road & Bridge Fund          $2,421,845 

 

    Social Services Fund

      From sources other than general property tax    $10,001,417 

      From the general property tax                438,294

    Total Social Services Fund                      $10,439,711 

    Airport Fund

      From sources other than general property tax    $   461,000

    Total Airport Fund          $   461,000 

    Conservation Trust Fund

      From sources other than general property tax    $     96,915

    Total Conservation Trust Fund        $     96,915 

    Capital Expenditure Fund     

      From sources other than general property tax    $               0

    Total Capital Expenditure Fund        $               0 

    Tourism Fund

      From sources other than general property tax    $     83,580

    Total Tourism Fund          $     83,580 

    Public Health Agency

      From sources other than general property tax    $   294,179 

      From the general property tax             83,300 

                  $   377,479 

  Section 3.  That the budget as submitted, amended, and summarized by fund, is hereby approved and adopted as 
the budget of Rio Grande County for the year stated above. 

  Section 4.  That the budget hereby approved and adopted shall be signed by the Board of County Commissioners 
and made a part of the public records of Rio Grande County. 

 

  ADOPTED, this 7th day of December, 2011. 

 

            RIO GRANDE COUNTY 

            BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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            ________________________________________ 

            Dennis Murphy, Jr.,  Chairman 

 

            ________________________________________ 

            Doug Davie, Commissioner 

 

            ________________________________________ 

            Karla Shriver, Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

___________________________________________ 

Clerk of the Board 

 

RESOLUTION TO APPROPRIATE SUMS OF MONEY 
 

 A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING SUMS OF MONEY TO THE VARIOUS FUNDS AND SPENDING 
AGENCIES, IN THE AMOUNTS AND FOR THE PURPOSES AS SET FORTH BELOW, FOR THE COUNTY OF RIO 
GRANDE, COLORADO, FOR THE 2012 BUDGET YEAR. 
 

  WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has adopted the annual budget in accordance with the Local 
Governmental Budget Law, on December 7, 2011, and; 

  WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has made provisions therein for revenues in an amount equal to or 
greater than the total proposed expenditures as set forth in said budget, and; 

  WHEREAS, it is not only required by law, but also necessary to appropriate the revenues provided in the budget to 
and for the purpose described below, so as not to impair the operation of the County. 

  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF RIO GRANDE, 
COLORADO: 

  Section 1.  That the following are hereby appropriated from the revenue of each fund, to each fund, for the 
purposes stated: 

    General Fund: 

      Current Operating Expenses    $6,064,700

    Total General Fund        $6,064,700 

    Road & Bridge Fund: 

      Current Operating Expenses    $2,421,845

    Total Road & Bridge Fund        $2,421,845 

 

    Social Services Fund: 

      Current Operating Expenses                $10,439,711

    Total Social Services Fund      $10,439,711 

 

    Airport Fund:           
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Current Operating Expenses    $   461,000

    Total Airport Fund        $   461,000 

 

    Conservation Trust Fund: 

      Current Operating Expenses    $     96,915

    Total Conservation Trust Fund      $     96,915 

 

    Capital Expenditure Fund: 

      Current Operating Expenses    $               0

    Total Capital Expenditure Fund      $               0 

 

    Tourism Fund: 

      Current Operating Expenses    $      83,580

    Total Tourism Fund        $      83,580 

 

    Public Health Agency Fund: 

      Current Operating Expenses    $   377,479 

    Total Public Health Agency Fund      $   377,479 

 

  ADOPTED, this 7th day of December, 2011. 

 

            RIO GRANDE COUNTY 

            BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

            ___________________________________________ 

            Dennis Murphy, Jr.,  Chairman 

 

            ___________________________________________ 

            Doug Davie, Commissioner 

 

            ___________________________________________ 

            Karla Shriver, Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________________ 

Clerk of the Board 
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RESOLUTION TO SET MILL LEVIES 

 

 A RESOLUTION LEVYING GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE YEAR OF 2011, TO HELP DEFRAY 
THE COSTS OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE COUNTY OF RIO GRANDE, COLORADO, FOR THE 2012 BUDGET 
YEAR. 
 

  WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of the Rio Grande County has adopted the annual budget in 
accordance with the Local Governmental Budget Law, on December 7, 2011, and; 

  WHEREAS, the amount of money necessary to balance the budget is as follows: 

    General Fund        $1,848,275 

    Road & Bridge Fund           349,820 

    Social Services Fund           437,276 

    Public Health Agency             87,455 

      Total        $2,722,826 

  WHEREAS, the 2011 valuation for assessment for the Rio Grande County as certified by the County Assessor is 
$174,910,113. 

  NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF RIO GRANDE, COLORADO: 

  Section 1.  That for the purpose of meeting the expenses of the County of Rio Grande during the 2012 budget year, 
there is hereby levied a tax of: 

    General Fund      10.567 mills 

    Road & Bridge Fund      2.000 mills 

    Social Services Fund      2.500 mills 

    Public Health Agency      0.500 mills 

totaling 15.567 mills upon each dollar of total valuation for assessment of all taxable property within the County of Rio 
Grande for the Tax Year of 2011. 

 

  ADOPTED, this 7th day of December 2011. 

 

            ___________________________________________ 

            Dennis Murphy, Jr., Chairman 

            Board of County Commissioners 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________________ 

Clerk of the Board 

 

 
Commissioner Shriver made the motion to adopt and appropriate the 
2012 Budget and set the mill levy. Commissioner Davie seconded; the 
motion passed. The Board thanked Ms. Benton for her time and effort 
on the budget preparations. 

15 
 



 
At 11:20 a.m. Rose Vanderpool, Land Use Administrator, joined the 
session to discuss the Land Use Fee Schedule. She noted the 
similarities between the La Plata and Rio Grande county fee 
schedules.  
 
At 11:30 a.m. Bill Dunn, County Attorney, joined the session for 
pending legal matters. There were no legal updates to report. There 
was discussion of the sessions at the CCI convention. 
 
At 11:55 a.m. Ms. Vanderpool rejoined the session to discuss 
conditional use application details and review the Land Use Code 
Book. 
 
At 12:00 p.m. the Board adjourned for lunch. 
 
At 1:50 p.m. James Cooley, Cooley & Sons Construction, joined the 
session to discuss mining permits for crushing gravel. Ms. Vanderpool 
said a conditional use permit would be necessary. Mr. Cooley said he 
could be at one site for two to three weeks. He will have a mobile 
rock crusher that will be moved to potato fields to crush rock that 
has been extracted from the fields. This crushed rock is used for 
base material for his construction projects. Ms. Vanderpool asked for 
the hours of operation and any other details. Mr. Cooley said they 
work during daylight hours and he is working on the permitting 
process through the State. Ms. Vanderpool said this item could be on 
the January Planning Commission agenda. Mr. Cooley would like to be 
able to crush gravel this spring. He will apply for a conditional use 
permit. 
 
At 2:00 p.m. Ms. Benton presented pending matters and various items 
of correspondence. The Sheriff reported $1.04 as the cost per meal 
for November.  
 
At 2:15 p.m. the meeting was adjourned for a work session. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________________  ____________________________ 
Dennis Murphy, Jr.     Lyla Davis 
Chairman of the Board    Clerk of the Board 
 
 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 
 
State of Colorado  ) 
     SS 
County of Rio Grande ) 
 
The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session 
on Wednesday, December 14, 2011. Members present were Chairman Dennis 
Murphy, Jr., Commissioners Doug Davie and Karla Shriver, Suzanne 
Benton, County Administrator, and Lyla Davis, Clerk of the Board. 
 
At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Murphy called the meeting to order following a 
work session. He gave the opening prayer and Patrick Sullivan, Road 
and Bridge Supervisor, led the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioner 
Davie made the motion to approve the December 7, 2011 minutes as 
amended. Commissioner Shriver seconded; the motion passed. 
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At 10:10 a.m. Chairman Murphy presented the following years of 
service awards and thanked the employees for their hard work. 
 Dianne Koshack – 5 years 
 Valerie Maestas – 5 years 
 Kenneth Plane – 5 years 
 Danny Rowe – 5 years 
 Mark Archuletta – 20 years 
 
At 10:15 a.m. Jody Kern, Director of Social Services, joined the 
session for the monthly report. 
 
At 10:45 a.m. Ms. Benton presented pending matters. A replica of the 
Korean document has been received and will be framed for the Museum. 
Two books were also sent to the County from the Korean guests that 
visited during the summer. 
 
At 11:00 a.m. Mike Trujillo joined the session to request an exempt 
division of land. The property is the mobile home park on Sherman 
Avenue in Monte Vista. Mr. Trujillo would like his home divided from 
the commercial parcel. The mobile home park has been sold but the 
Trujillos want to keep their home. The property is on city services 
from the City of Monte Vista. Rose Vanderpool, Land Use 
Administrator, noted the resolution from the City of Monte Vista 
noting that properties on city services are subject to annexation 
into the City. Mr. Trujillo explained that this is a “what-if” clause 
but the City has a better economic advantage because properties on 
city services are charged more if they are not within the city 
limits. The Board did not see any problems with the request for the 
division of land. Mr. Trujillo also asked that the application fee be 
reduced from $500 to $250. Ms. Vanderpool said the notification 
process was not necessary because there is not a substantial change 
to the property. She verified this with the Land Use Code Book. 
Commissioner Shriver made the motion to approve the division of land 
contingent upon the property survey, proof of the sale closing and 
the individual circumstance to reduce the fee to $250. Commissioner 
Davie seconded; the motion passed. 
 
At 11:05 a.m. Ms. Benton continued with pending matters. 
 
The power to the communication tower on the Seven Mile Road can be 
reconnected for about $150 by Public Service/Excel Energy so that PBS 
can broadcast. 
 
Leon Carpenter contacted Ms. Benton about the road vacation in Alpine 
Village which was granted several months ago. Ms. Benton presented a 
map showing the lots in question. There is a vacant parcel because of 
the way the roadway and ditch lay. Mr. Carpenter asked that the 
vacant parcel be deeded to him. Commissioner Shriver said this 
process would have to be done by a quiet title case by Mr. Carpenter. 
Ms. Benton will relay this information to Mr. Carpenter.  
 
Ms. Kern and Ms. Benton have agreed to be proxies to CCI. 
 
At 11:15 a.m. the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
Dennis Murphy, Jr.    Lyla Davis 
Chairman of the Board   Clerk of the Board 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 
 
State of Colorado  ) 
     SS 
County of Rio Grande ) 
 
The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session 
on Wednesday, December 21, 2011. Members present were Chairman Dennis 
Murphy, Jr., Commissioners Doug Davie and Karla Shriver, Suzanne 
Benton, County Administrator, and Lyla Davis, Clerk of the Board. 
 
At 9:00 a.m. Chairman Murphy called the meeting to order. Ms. Davis 
gave the opening prayer and Commissioner Shriver led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Commissioner Davie made the motion to approve the 
December 14, 2011 minutes as amended. Commissioner Shriver seconded; 
the motion passed. 
 
Ms. Benton presented various pending matters and correspondence. 
Chairman Murphy discussed a meeting he attended for ‘Advocates for 
Younger Generations Using PCHP’. The intent is to educate parents 
that they are their children’s first teacher. The focus will be on 
health and education for families living in poverty, non-natives, low 
literacy, immigrants and single parents. Chairman Murphy said the 
Valley could be a pilot project but funding sources were not 
definite.  
 
At 9:15 a.m. Pat Perry, Public Health Agency Director, joined the 
session for the monthly report. She presented the written report and 
discussed various items.  
 
Ms. Perry talked about forming a local group that would work with 
various sectors of the community such as senior citizens, school 
children, and others to find out if statistics match the real needs 
of the community. This may be something that could be discussed at a 
Valley Commissioner meeting. Ms. Perry gave an example of poor oral 
health in young children reported by school staff but the statistics 
do not indicate any needs in this area. 
 
The Del Norte School has hired a nurse so the agreement between the 
County and school is not necessary at this time.  
 
The Department participated at the South Fork Mini-Health Fair giving 
flu shots, providing radon education and Healthy Communities 
information. 
 
Nurses have started attending a senior citizen program monthly in 
South Fork to provide health screenings and information. 
 
There was discussion of the County Building Inspector and Health 
Agency not being part of the local school construction projects. The 
State has jurisdiction over the building inspections and safety 
issues. 
 
Commissioner Davie asked about the RETAC emergency supply trailer. 
The medical supplies stored in the trailer could be used and put to 
beneficial use. It has not been used and the tires will begin to rot 
if it is not being used. There may be a better way to utilize the 
trailer and supplies. Ms. Perry said the items are durable goods and 
equipment that would be necessary in an emergency. The asset needs to 
be better managed.  
 
At 10:00 a.m. Marvin Bontrager joined the session to discuss a 
conditional use application for small engine repair and retail sales. 

18 
 



Rose Vanderpool, Land Use Administrator, presented the application 
and noted the Planning Commission minutes. The property is located in 
the SE ½, SE ¼, of Section 35, Township 7 North, Range 8 East and 
contains 2.52 acres, more or less. The Planning Commission 
recommended tabling the application in October because the scope of 
work on the application did not include everything Mr. Bontrager 
discussed at the meeting. The property is currently zoned ‘rural’. 
Commissioner Shriver verified that Mr. Bontrager holds a current 
sales tax license. The building will be about 28’ x 30’. He will 
repair small engines, chainsaws and lawnmowers. He would like to 
offer auto repair and a broad range of supplies related to the 
business. Ms. Vanderpool said there was no opposition from the 
neighboring landowners. Commissioner Shriver discussed spot zoning 
and following the County Master Plan. Ms. Vanderpool said the Master 
Plan pertains more to keeping the rural areas in agriculture. Within 
the city limits, the taxes are higher but there are more amenities 
and more customer traffic. Mr. Bontrager will be the only employee 
with some occasional help during busy times. There was discussion of 
revisiting the Master Plan ideas and looking at long term plans for 
the County. Commissioner Shriver added that there shall not be any 
vehicles/equipment stored on the property. Commissioner Shriver made 
the motion to approve the application with the following conditions: 
limited to small engine repair, chainsaws, lawn and garden repair and 
related parts sales; stock parts for lawn/garden and chainsaws; 
include light work such as oil changes, brake repair, and shocks for 
cars and trucks; vehicles and equipment shall not be stored for more 
than 45 days; and Mr. Bontrager will abide by all local and State 
sales tax regulations and reporting. Commissioner Davie seconded; the 
motion passed. Commissioner Shriver suggested that a copy of the 
resolution be sent to the Assessor’s Office. BOOK 557 PAGE 1569 
 
At 10:30 a.m. Lester Yoder joined the session to request modification 
of his conditional use permit. Ms. Vanderpool discussed the roof 
truss construction business that Mr. Yoder started. His business was 
located on Marvin Troyer’s property but Mr. Troyer has sold the site. 
Mr. Yoder would like to relocate the business to his property. The 
new property is located at 8392 South Road 5 East, or Tract 4 
Wildlife Estates, containing 36 acres, more or less. 
 
Hubert Marquez sent a letter which was read opposing the transfer 
based on keeping the rural homes in a rural setting. The dust, noise 
and traffic concerns were addressed with the Planning Commission. Mr. 
Yoder said he maintains the road to the site. After discussion of 
building the trusses on site, Mr. Yoder noted that he does collect 
sales tax and holds a current sales tax license. The County Master 
Plan was not discussed at the Planning and Zoning meeting. 
Commissioner Shriver moved to approve the application change noting 
that only trusses will be constructed and that the State and local 
sales tax regulations be followed. A copy of the resolution should be 
sent to the Assessor’s Office. Commissioner Davie seconded; the 
motion passed. 
 
There was discussion of banks accepting Improvement Location 
Certificates (ILC) for corners of farm quarters that are being 
separated for living quarters. The property owners are not going 
through the land division process and there could be future problems 
if these homes are sold because they may not meet the proper building 
and septic setbacks. There are also concerns with setbacks from the 
sprinklers and proper access. Commissioner Shriver suggested that a 
letter be sent to the local lending institutions putting them on 
notice of the future problems with accepting ILCs. BOOK 557 PAGE 1570 
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At 11:00 a.m. Rusty Strohmayer, County Coroner, joined the session 
for the 2012 budget review. Chairman Murphy noted increases and 
reductions to the budget. A draft time sheet was presented which 
would simplify the bookkeeping process to include travel, meals, etc, 
and would be submitted for each call and training Mr. Strohmayer that 
his deputy attend. There was discussion of paying the deputy $25 per 
hour for attending a call. Mr. Strohmayer did not feel this amount 
was adequate. He said no one is going to go out at 2:00 a.m. for $25. 
He suggested that each of the commissioners go on the calls with him 
so they know exactly what is involved with the calls. Ms. Benton said 
it is $25 per hour so if a call takes six hours they are paid 
accordingly. Mr. Strohmayer said the calls take about six hours 
average and there is investigation time to follow. Ms. Benton said 
this also helps with Workman’s Compensation Insurance to justify the 
time the deputy is on duty. Mr. Strohmayer said it will be more than 
$200 per call that the deputy is currently receiving. Commissioner 
Shriver said other areas do not indicate that it is necessary to have 
a deputy at every call. Mr. Strohmayer said as an elected official he 
is to do the job as he sees fit. Commissioner Shriver said they have 
to act in the best interest of the citizens of this County. County 
Attorney Bill Dunn asked if law enforcement were present at most 
calls. Mr. Strohmayer said they are present but it is not the duty of 
law enforcement to help him remove a body. He said there are times 
when law enforcement will refuse to assist. Mr. Dunn asked how many 
personnel are required for Mr. Strohmayer to perform his duties. If 
there are others, such as law enforcement, who are willing to assist 
it would help save the County some expenses. Mr. Strohmayer said he 
does not know until he arrives at the scene how many people are 
necessary. He would like to have two people on each call, the deputy 
and himself. He is the primary investigator on most cases. He cited a 
case where he used his personal cell phone during a personal matter 
and was conducting Coroner business. He also cited a case where he 
fell with the cot. The ambulance crew only helped inside the building 
but he fell in the gravel and no one would help him after he and the 
body fell. He has been to the doctor regarding this fall. He feels 
the Board needs to go on calls with him or they will continue to butt 
heads.  
 
Ms. Benton noted the budget allows for equipment this year. Mr. 
Strohmayer said the Sheriff has a transport van that will be traded 
in but could be used as the vehicle for transporting autopsy 
patients. This would save the County travel funds. Commissioner Davie 
said this is why it is important for Mr. Strohmayer to meet with the 
Board because they had not thought of using the van. Mr. Strohmayer 
added that the State has told him it is up to him to run his 
department as he feels necessary. He reiterated that he uses his 
phone and is not compensated. He feels the Board needs to meet him 
halfway on his requests. He does not feel he can document his 
personal equipment use but he can document the County equipment. Ms. 
Benton said she has talked with like-sized counties and cannot find 
one that charges for body removal from the scene. That is up to the 
mortuary. Mr. Strohmayer does not feel it is the family’s 
responsibility to pay for the autopsy. Mr. Strohmayer has to store 
the body because an appointment has to be made with the autopsy 
doctor. He also needs a driver to take the body to autopsy. Mr. 
Strohmayer could go but then he is not home if there is a Coroner 
call. The driver pay would not fall under the $25 per hour rate. Ms. 
Benton said he received an 83% increase which came from other County 
funds bringing him up to a $72,000 budget. What happened in the past 
is done and the Board is trying to move forward. Adding the van to 
this is an even bigger increase the Coroner budget. Mr. Strohmayer 
said he has to abide by the State Statutes. Ms. Benton said she does 
not know how the other counties are abiding by the Statutes and 
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funding this department. The Coroner staff is the biggest hurdle at 
this point. All coroners are forensic investigators now. Commissioner 
Davie said the Board does not follow each elected official on their 
duties. The tax payers have declined an increase in taxes two 
different times and the Board is limited with their resources. 
Commissioner Davie talked about other departments, such as Road and 
Bridge, which go out at 2:00 a.m. to do their job. Firefighters 
respond and at those times noting they are volunteers. There are also 
calls during regular hours. Mr. Strohmayer said any unattended death 
has to be autopsied and forensically investigated according to State 
Statute. Commissioner Shriver said it could be incorporated into the 
job descriptions of Sheriff Deputies that they assist the Coroner. 
Mr. Strohmayer thought there were about 30 autopsy deaths in 2011. He 
added that the Coroner is now responsible for disposal of the 
drugs/medication from Hospice patients. The Colorado State Patrol 
will dispose of the medications; he would prefer to do have someone 
else perform the disposal because of the methods. He said Dr. Haug 
taught him that the Coroner was to find out if the family was 
satisfied with the Hospice care and if they had received proper 
treatment and to act for the family.  
 
Most of the time, Mr. Strohmayer can attend the call with one other 
person to help him. From a safety perspective, two people are 
necessary. The staff also needs to be documented to be covered by 
Worker’s Compensation. Mr. Dunn asked if a deputy sheriff could be an 
investigator. Mr. Strohmayer said that is not allowed because the 
Coroner is impartial. There was discussion of ordering supplies and 
having them billed directly to the County. By using the County van, 
it would save about $200 per call in expenses. The van could also be 
used for investigation purposes. There would be cases where four 
wheel drive is necessary in the mountains and the van would not be 
adequate. By using the County office in the Sheriff’s department Mr. 
Strohmayer would have a secure office, internet access, fax machine, 
and other office amenities. The budget has allowed for the purchase 
of a laptop computer and cot. Commissioner Davie said he feels they 
are getting closer to an agreement. There will be an annual inventory 
on the supplies.  
 
At 11:50 a.m. Mr. Dunn reviewed pending legal matters.  
 
Ellen Dunn (no relation) is not answering phone calls. She signed the 
waiver of service and is now in default.  
 
He will check with Mike Trujillo on the Braun case progress. 
 
At 12:05 a.m. Ms. Benton continued with pending matters.  
The airport grant was signed for $57,444 of County funds; the State 
portion will be $517,000.  
 
Commissioner Davie made the motion to approve the intergovernmental 
agreement with the town of South Fork for septic inspections. 
Commissioner Shriver seconded; the motion passed. 
 
The one year hangar construction lease for Tract 33 was signed with 
Robert Johnson. 
 
At 12:15 p.m. the Board adjourned for lunch and a work session. 
 
Attest: 
 
_________________________________  ___________________________ 
Dennis Murphy, Jr.     Lyla Davis 
Chairman of the Board    Clerk of the Board 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS 
 
The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session 
on Wednesday, December 28, 2011. Members present were Chairman Dennis 
Murphy, Jr., Commissioners Doug Davie and Karla Shriver, Suzanne 
Benton, County Administrator, and Lyla Davis, Clerk of the Board. 
 
At 9:00 a.m. Chairman Murphy called the meeting to order and gave the 
opening prayer. Ms. Benton led the Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioner 
Davie made the motion to approve the agenda as presented. 
Commissioner Shriver seconded; the motion passed. 
 
Commissioner Davie made the motion to approve the December 21, 2011 
minutes as amended. Commissioner Shriver seconded; the motion passed. 
 
At 9:20 a.m. Commissioner Shriver made the motion to approve the 
following payroll. Commissioner Davie seconded; the motion passed. 
County General   
    
 Davie, Douglas sal.  $  4,141.67  
 Murphy, Dennis sal.  $  4,141.67  
 Shriver, Karla sal.  $  4,141.67  
 Benton, Suzanne sal.  $  6,963.03  
 Dennis, Krystal sal.  $  2,267.42  
 Bricker, Pamela sal.  $    100.00  
 Brown, Leonard sal.  $    100.00  
 Freeman, Dwight sal.  $    100.00  
 Hathorn, Grover sal.  $    100.00  
 McCallister, Vern sal.  $    100.00  
 Mitchell, Michael sal.  $    100.00  
 Vanderpool, Rose sal.  $  3,215.33  
 Canada, Sean sal.  $  3,279.47  
 Kern, Randall sal.  $  4,296.93  
 Gabbel, Jaclyn sal.  $  1,698.67  
 Gonzales, Catherine sal.  $  2,112.93  
 Hill, Cindy sal.  $  4,141.67  
 Montoya, Michelle sal.  $  2,591.33  
 Parks, Torie Lynn sal.  $  1,632.80  
 Quintana, Mary sal.  $  2,574.00  
 Steving, Sherryl sal.  $  2,022.80  
 Wilson, Christina sal.  $  1,698.67  
 Dominguez, Telesforo sal.  $  4,141.67  
 Leist, Chris sal.  $  3,208.40  
 Lyons, Cherri sal.  $  2,267.20  
 Medina, Michelle sal.  $  2,496.00  
 Mondragon, Jennifer sal.  $  2,804.53  
 Salazar, Eva sal.  $  2,312.27  
 Trujillo, Dale sal.  $  2,447.47  
 Valdez, Michael sal.  $  2,447.47  
 Kern, Peggy sal.  $ 10,141.67  
 Rue, Cherilyn sal.  $  2,933.23  
 Voris, Carol sal.  $  2,249.22  
 Brown, Elaine sal.  $  1,348.32  
 Garcia, Carol sal.  $  1,842.53  
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 Marquez, Ronald sal.  $  3,525.90  
 Medina, Porfie sal.  $  2,754.12  
 Beecham, Alan sal.  $  2,398.93  
 Bonemeyer, Michael sal.  $  2,398.93  
 Clark, Frank sal.  $  1,944.80  
 Coffman, Samuel sal.  $  2,496.00  
 Doctor, Janette sal.  $  2,996.93  
 Fresquez, Adam Paul sal.  $  2,398.93  
 Lopez, Emily sal.  $  2,643.33  
 Messoline, Larry sal.  $  2,398.93  
 Norton, Brian sal.  $  5,550.00  
 Raps, Edward sal.  $  3,596.67  
 Schultz, Keith Charles sal.  $  2,398.93  
 Wheelwright, Boyd sal.  $  2,750.80  
 Archuleta, Anthony sal.  $  2,503.50  
 Atencio, Joseph sal.  $  2,546.27  
 Bailey, Ronald sal.  $  1,994.95  
 Black, Kelly sal.  $  3,272.53  
 Bollinger, Jason sal.  $  1,924.32  
 Bruder, Gary sal.  $  2,452.67  
 Delaine-Stone, Dana sal.  $  1,917.89  
 Duran, Dusty sal.  $  1,982.93  
 Ford, Donna sal.  $  1,320.73  
 Fuentes, Jose sal.  $  2,030.12  
 Gonzales, Kari sal.  $  1,906.67  
 Hart, Jonathan sal.  $  2,207.63  
 Naranjo, Henry sal.  $    795.55  
 Ortega, Arthur sal.  $  2,296.39  
 Pacheco, Helen sal.  $  1,572.13  
 Parks, Joseph sal.  $  2,368.83  
 Salazar, Alicia sal.  $  2,829.49  
 Sierra, Shaun sal.  $  2,025.49  
 Trujillo, Ramon sal.  $  2,192.51  
 Vest, David sal.  $  1,951.22  
 Wright, Todd sal.  $  1,286.10  
 Strohmayer, Rusty sal.  $  1,841.67  
 Ferran, Camille sal.  $  1,993.33  
 Crowder, Larry sal.  $  1,240.62  
 Lujan, Maxine sal.  $  2,544.82  

 Miles, Mary B sal.  $    602.00 
    $184,013.60  

 
(Taxes Withheld, $28,010.33; Deductions Withheld, 
$27,230.34) 

    
ROAD & BRIDGE   
 Atencio, Kevin sal.  $  2,561.33  
 Black, Timothy sal.  $  3,755.06  
 Hansen, Arnold sal.  $  2,955.37  
 Hill, Carl sal.  $  3,569.25  
 Lyons, Dale sal.  $  2,387.18  
 Maestas, William sal.  $  3,367.87  
 McKinley, Robert sal.  $  3,360.39  
 Miles, Darryl sal.  $  4,157.23  
 Pacheco, Carl sal.  $  3,576.68  
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 Plane, Kenneth sal.  $  2,367.08  
 Archuletta, Mark sal.  $  3,347.67  
 Atencio, Manuel sal.  $  3,518.07  
 Benavides, Eodofredo sal.  $  3,057.60  
 Davie, Andrew sal.  $  2,256.45  
 Gates, Marvin sal.  $  2,279.60  
 Gossard, Bruce sal.  $  2,353.70  
 Harris, Charlie sal.  $  2,719.03  
 Paulson, Roy sal.  $  3,475.11  
 Rowe, Danny sal.  $  2,691.45  
 Steffens, John sal.  $  3,693.73  
 Sullivan, Patrick sal.  $  5,455.45  

 Romero, Olivia sal.  $  2,405.87 
    $ 69,311.17  
    

 
(Taxes Withheld, $11,704.22; Deductions Withheld, 
$10,736.73) 

    
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES   
 Archuleta, April sal.  $  3,061.50  
 Archuleta, Ramona sal.  $  3,074.50  
 Atencio, Davine sal.  $  2,083.25  
 Chavez, Melody sal.  $  2,063.75  
 Dupont, Ilene sal.  $  1,539.72  
 Duran, Jaxine sal.  $  2,299.38  
 Gallegos, Brandi sal.  $  2,790.13  
 Garcia, Shirley sal.  $  1,628.25  
 Gonzales, Carolyn sal.  $  2,393.63  
 Gunther, Darlene sal.  $  2,299.38  
 Harmon, Alicia sal.  $  2,305.68  
 Hernandez, Marlene sal.  $  2,393.63  
 Horn, Ruth sal.  $  4,129.13  
 Hurtado, Margarita sal.  $  1,928.88  
 Jaramillo, Richelle sal.  $  3,199.63  
 Jiron, John sal.  $  2,340.00  
 Kern, Jody sal.  $  5,000.00  
 Leblanc, Elizabeth sal.  $  2,083.25  
 Lester, Heather sal.  $  3,047.38  
 Maestas, Valarie sal.  $  2,434.25  
 Martinez, Helen sal.  $  4,057.63  
 Martinez, Janelle sal.  $  2,255.50  
 Meder, Jeremy sal.  $  2,935.25  
 Mills-McKim, Natasha sal.  $  2,774.38  
 Palacios, Irma sal.  $  2,255.50  
 Parra, Gregorio sal.  $  3,950.38  
 Phillips, Donna sal.  $  1,896.38  
 Resendiz, Michelle sal.  $  2,774.38  
 Roesch, Korissa sal.  $  1,168.44  
 Ruybal, Evelyn sal.  $  2,356.13  
 Sanchez, Ramona sal.  $  2,440.75  
 Shaver, Betty sal.  $  2,803.13  
 Sierra, Jessica sal.  $  2,299.38  
 Slane, Sherryl sal.  $  2,955.88  
 Stephens, Jackie sal.  $  3,823.63  
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 Thompson, Chris sal.  $  2,826.38  
 Varner, Julia sal.  $  2,083.25  
 Velasquez, Amanda sal.  $  1,928.88  

 White, Victoria sal.  $  2,255.50 
    $101,936.07  

 
(Taxes Withheld, $14,316.83; Deductions Withheld, 
$17,821.47) 

    
PEST CONTROL   
 Christensen, Bryan sal.  $     50.00  
 Clare, James sal.  $     50.00  
 Mueller, Mark sal.  $     50.00  
 Plane, Darrel sal.  $  3,913.40  
 Roger, Barry Keith sal.  $     50.00  

 Schaefer, Michael sal.  $     50.00 
    $  4,163.40  
 (Taxes Withheld, $591.32; Deductions Withheld, $937.09) 

    
PUBLIC HEALTH   
 Hendricks, Paula sal.  $  1,004.90  
 Koshak, Dianne sal.  $  3,037.88  
 Kostuk, Diane sal.  $  2,023.23  
 Masters, Judy sal.  $  2,528.59  
 Perry, Patricia sal.  $  4,642.65  
 Montoya-Salazar, Lanell sal.  $  2,026.27  

 Robinson, Kelli sal.  $  1,768.43 
    $ 17,031.95  
 (Taxes Withheld, $2,926.19; Deductions Withheld, $2,957.48) 
 
At 9:30 a.m. Ms. Benton presented pending matters.  
 
At 9:45 a.m. Chairman Murphy called the public hearing to order to 
approve the supplemental 2011 county budget. Ms. Benton noted changes 
to be made to the 2011 general fund which will be increased $111,000. 
The Road and Bridge budget will be amended by $82,000 for paving of 
the Veterans Center and the mining fee for the South Fork Gravel Pit. 
The Conservation Trust fund will be amended $72,500 for the Sargent 
Elementary School Playground grant. This was a pass through grant. 
The Public Health Agency budget was amended $77,000 to account for 
the international travel clinic and EPSDT funds. Commissioner Shriver 
made the motion to amend the 2011 County Budget. Commissioner Davie 
seconded; the motion passed. BOOK 557 PAGE 1566 
 
At 9:50 a.m. the Board continued with pending matters.  
The Board discussed vouchers submitted by the County Coroner. 
 
Commissioner Shriver noted that the work session at the Rio Grande 
Hospital last week was very productive and created a great dialogue 
between the two entities. They discussed new federal health care 
requirements and preventative care with the hospital staff.  
 
At 10:30 a.m. the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attest: 
__________________________________  _____________________________ 
Dennis Murphy, Jr.     Lyla Davis 
Chairman of the Board    Clerk of the Board 
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