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The Board of the Rio Grande County Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday,
August 12, 2020.
At 10:05 AM Chairman Noffsker called the meeting to order. Prayer was led by Commissioner
Bothell, and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Present were Commissioner Noffsker, Commissioner Bothell, and Commissioner Glover, along
with Clerk of the Board DeAnn Jacobs.
Adoption of the Agenda
Commissioner Bothell said approval of minutes from July 22, 27, and 29, 2020 needed to be
added to the agenda.
Commissioner Bothell made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. Commissioner
Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Approval of Minutes from the Previous Meeting
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 22, 2020 BOCC
July 27, 2020 BOCC
July 29, 2020 BOCC
July 22, 2020 BOH
July 29, 2020 BOH
July 29, 2020 DSS

Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Commissioner
Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Public Comment
Commissioner Noffsker asked if there were any comments. There were none.
Consent Agenda
•
•
•

AP
DSS AP
Homeland Security IGA

The IGA was not in the packet sent to the Commissioners before the meeting, so it was decided
to move the IGA to the General Business section of the agenda to allow time for review.
Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as amended.
Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Vender
ACE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY CO
AD TRACTOR & BALER REPAIR
ADAMS COUNTY FLEET MANAGEMENT
ALAMOSA CO NURSING SVC
ARLAN'S PRO SERVICES
ASTRONAUT ROMINGER AIRPORT
AVFUEL CORPORATION
BRANDON ROGERS
BRENTON WILLIAMS
BROWN'S SEPTIC SVC INC
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS LEASING, INC
CAROL VORIS
CENTURYLINK
CLEANING SOLUTIONS
COLORADO DEPART. OF REVENUE
CYNTHIA FORD
DISTRICT ATTORNEY OFFICE

Amount
$615.00
$405.00
$3,000.00
$12,902.77
$25.00
$25,000.00
$23,208.81
$56.16
$94.20
$55.00
$60.10
$9.90
$471.82
$2,632.64
$558.00
$4,854.16
$22,166.67
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GOBINS, INC
GUNBARREL STATION, INC
H & B TRANSPORT, LLC
INDUSTRIAL & FARM SUPPLY
JADE COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
JAMES CLARE
JEAN BORREGO
KIMRAD TRANSPORT LP
KRISTI HILLIS
LENCO WEST, INC
MARK MUELLER
McCANDLESS TRUCK CENTER, LLC
MDS WASTE & RECYCLE, INC
MDS WASTE & RECYCLE, INC
MHC KENWORTH
MICHAEL SISNEROS
MIKE SCHAEFER
MONTE VISTA COOPERATIVE
MYERS BROTHERS TRUCK AND TRACTOR,
INC
NOTES & NUMBERS, LLC.
O & V PRINTING, INC
PRO COM, LLC
RIO GRANDE COUNTY
ROGERS FAMILY MORTUARY, INC
S & S DISTRIBUTION, INC
STAPLES BUSINESS CREDIT
THE MASTER'S TOUCH, LLC
TOWN AND COUNTRY
U.S. TRACTOR, INC
UNITED STATES TREASURY
VALERO MARKETING
VALLEY COURIER
VALLEY LOCK AND SECURITY, INC
VALUEWEST,INC
VAXCARE, INC
VERIZON WIRELESS
VERIZON WIRELESS
VERIZON WIRELESS
W. RYAN DUNN, ATTORNEY AT LAW
WAGNER EQUIPMENT
WASTE MANAGEMENTWEX BANK
WORLD FUEL SERVICES, INC
WSB COMPUTER SERVICES
XCEL ENERGY
XCEL ENERGY
XCEL ENERGY

$138.64
$39.00
$1,342.68
$10.58
$86.27
$91.28
$549.78
$12,425.59
$1,216.00
$68.04
$56.30
$431.96
$143.00
$95.00
$36.36
$450.00
$56.30
$675.83
$78.64
$690.00
$260.43
$148.00
$89,860.00
$1,345.00
$18.00
$340.01
$209.91
$27.47
$314.43
$2,182.28
$81,249.75
$120.00
$87.50
$3,000.00
$251.39
$308.16
$185.43
$275.34
$5,125.00
$862.15
$282.14
$431.22
$9,239.09
$216.00
$2,617.74
$1,897.34
$7,864.66

$323,514.92
County official and Department Head Report
At 10:14 AM, Art Wittner, Emergency Services, told the Commissioners there are no active
wildfires relevant to Rio Grande County at this time. Mr. Wittner asked the Commissioners to
review the Emergency Coordination Committee (ECC) bylaws that need the Commissioners’
signatures by the next BOCC meeting on August 26, 2020. The bylaws were adopted by the
ECC on March 3, 2020, before Mr. Wittner became Rio Grande County’s Emergency Manager.
Mr. Wittner told the Board that Commissioner Lovato, Saguache County, would be contacting
the Commissioners about an ECC Memorandum of Agreement that also needs to be signed.
Ryan Dunn, County Attorney, said he and the Alamosa County Attorney have concerns about
the bylaws, and Mr. Dunn is not comfortable with the Board signing them as they are.
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At 10:19 AM, Patrick Sullivan, Road and Bridge Department, gave his department’s July report.
The department completed the overlay project on County Road 3 North, did a demonstration
strip of leveling on County Road 2 East, started mixing cold mix, did skin patching on County
Roads 6 North, 3 East, and 1 East, and started skin patching 14A. The department did grading
on problematic roads, assisted with equipment and manpower at the Ski Hi Complex demolition,
and completed the first round of mowing in the Monte Vista area. Proposed work includes
patching several roads, and doing a demonstration area of double chip seal on County Road
14A. The bleachers rented by the San Luis Valley Fair at Ski Hi were delivered there. They
have now been rented by the Alamosa Round-Up, and will be moved there.
Mr. Sullivan said the lease on the graders will be over at the end of August 2020. The lease
included a balloon payment at the end, which Mr. Sullivan thought would be done internally by
the leasing company, so did not budget for it. The lease financing is not being done by the
company that leased the graders, so the payment needs to be made by the County. The payoff
includes the August 2019 through August 2020 lease payment of about $81,000. The balloon
payoff of the three graders is about $355,000. Mr. Sullivan said the two companies, Wagner
and CAT Financial, are working with the County to find payment solutions. Initially the County
planned on immediately trading the currently leased graders for new graders at the end of the
lease, but, because of the effects of COVID-19 on the economy, new graders will not be
available for several months, and the value of the used graders is lower than expected. Mr.
Sullivan said the $81,000 lease payment was budgeted. $300,000 had been budgeted for a
loader, which has not been purchased, so that amount could be used for the grader payoff.
$55,300 could be taken from reserve to complete the payment. Other items came in below the
amount budgeted, so funds could also be moved from them. Mr. Sullivan said he will have
more information on options by the BOCC meeting on August 26, 2020. Commissioner Bothell
made a motion to approve Mr. Sullivan’s request to not buy the budgeted loader, and adjust
budgetary items by August 26, 2020 to make the grader payoff. Commissioner Glover
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
General Business and Administrative Items
At 10:46 AM, Suzanne Benton spoke with the BOCC about the County Administrative
Consultant contract proposal between herself and Rio Grande County. Ms. Benton said that it
was her understanding she would assist in hiring for the open County positions, chiefly County
Administrator, Human Resources Director, and Public Health Director, work on communication,
work on the upcoming budget, improve the organizational chart, improve the administrator’s
manual, help with the CARES grant, and other administrative tasks as needed. She plans on
working about 20 hours weekly until October 2, 2020, or sooner if the open positions are filled.
She said the Commissioners need to assign tasks to themselves and existing staff. Mr. Dunn
said the BOCC passed a resolution at the beginning of 2020 appointing certain positions,
including County Administrator and Budget Officer, and assigning duties to themselves and
other staff. He said the BOCC could appoint Ms. Benton as Interim County Administrator and
Interim Budget Officer, and/or create the position of Interim Administrative Consultant.
Commissioner Glover made a motion to hire Ms. Benton on an interim basis, not past the date
of October 2, 2020. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
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At 11:01 AM, Commissioner Noffsker said he was contacted by Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment (CDPHE) concerning fire mitigation near Summitville. CDPHE wants
to remove timber on the west side of the power lines. Commissioner Glover made a motion to
approve the timber removal for fire mitigation by CDPHE. Commissioner Bothell seconded the
motion, and the motion carried.
At 11:02 AM, there was a discussion on signatures needed on a letter to the State for the
Homeland Security grants. Commissioner Bothell said Tricia Slater, former County
Administrator, had been the signatory and fiscal agent. A letter to the State has been drawn up
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appointing Debbie Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, as interim signatory and fiscal agent. Bobbie
Hatton, County Administrative Secretary, said a signatory is needed on requests for grant
reimbursements and other grant documents. Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve
and sign the letter naming Ms. Phillips as interim signatory and fiscal agent for the 2017, 2018,
2019, and 2020 Homeland Security Grants. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and
the motion carried.
At 11:08 AM, Armando Ross, Rio Grande County Weed and Pest District, said the district’s
advisory board has one vacancy. He has found someone interested in filling the position, and
the individual is writing a letter of intent to the BOCC.
At 11:14 AM, a change order for the budget software from Tyler Technology was discussed.
Commissioner Bothell made a motion to approve the change order. Commissioner Glover
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 11:15 AM, President Lovell from Adam State University was not yet available for her
presentation to the BOCC, so the Board adjourned to the Board of Health.
At 11:37 AM, the Board reconvened as the Board of County Commissioners.
President Lovell was not yet available, so a recess was called.
At 11:56 AM, the meeting was resumed. President Lovell, Adam State University (ASU), and
Kevin Daniel, ASU Chief Information Officer and Safe Return Task Force Chair, gave a
presentation on the university’s response to COVID-19. Face-to-face classes will begin August
24, 2020. Undergraduate classes will follow a condensed schedule to end November 24, 2020.
Masks will be required everywhere on campus, except inside individual student residences.
There will be temperature check and hand washing stations throughout the campus. All fall
sports except cross country have been moved to next spring.
At 12:12 PM, Commissioner Noffsker said the letter to the State for Homeland Security grants,
approved earlier in this meeting, was missing a date. Commissioner Bothell made a motion to
sign the corrected letter. Commissioner Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Unfinished Business
At 12:14 PM, Commissioner Bothell said a previous request from the Weed and Pest District for
an employee wage increase had not been voted on by the BOCC. Commissioner Bothell made
a motion to approve the wage increase. Commissioner Glover seconded the motion, and the
motion carried.
Commissioners and Administrator Updates
At 12:16 PM, Commissioner Noffsker gave an update on the railroad. The proof of claim
deadline in the bankruptcy court is Friday, August 14, 2020.
At 12:18 PM, Commissioner Glover said the location of the water leak on the roof of the
Department of Social Services (DSS) building had found. A drain pipe from the condenser had
not been sealed. It is now being fixed.
At 12:19 PM, Ms. Benton said she would like to get the job postings to the Monte Vista and
Alamosa newspapers today. She asked if a salary range should be published. Commissioner
Noffsker suggested the salaries be posted as “negotiable”.
At 12:25 PM, Commissioner Noffsker said there was a request to authorize overtime for Ms.
Hatton and Ms. Phillips to work on the Tyler Technology conversion that must be completed by
the end of August 2020. Commissioner Bothell made a motion to approve the overtime.
Commissioner Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 12:27 PM, there was a discussion on the pay rate for Ms. Benton. She said she would
accept the lower rate listed in her the County Administrative Consultant contract proposal.
At 12:32 PM, with no further business, Commissioner Glover made a motion to adjourn the
regular session. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned.
Attest:
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____________________________________________________________________________
John Noffsker
DeAnn Jacobs
Chairman of the Board
Clerk of the Board
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The Board of the Rio Grande County Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday,
August 26, 2020.
At 10:00 AM Chairman Noffsker called the meeting to order. Prayer was led by Commissioner
Glover, and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Present were Commissioner Noffsker, Commissioner Bothell, and Commissioner Glover, along
with Interim County Administrator Suzanne Benton, and Clerk of the Board DeAnn Jacobs.
Adoption of the Agenda
Commissioner Bothell said the minutes to be approved were those of the Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) and Board of Health (BOH) meetings on August 12, 2020. Ryan Dunn,
County Attorney, had resolutions from two previously approved action items to add under
General Business: a resolution appointing Commissioner Glover as managing Commissioner
over the Maintenance Department from July 29, 2020, and a resolution appointing Suzanne
Benton as Interim County Administrator from August 12, 2020.
Commissioner Bothell made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. Commissioner
Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Approval of Minutes from the Previous Meeting
•
•

August 12, 2020 BOCC
August 12, 2020 BOH

Commissioner Bothell made a motion to approve the BOCC minutes as amended.
Commissioner Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve the BOH minutes as amended. Commissioner
Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Public Comment
Commissioner Noffsker asked if there were any comments.
Patti Kelley representing the D Mountain Park and Rec District, wanted to introduce herself to
the Board in person. She had met with the Board via Zoom in June to discuss a well located on
land the district in interested in acquiring. She said the district is still interested in meeting with
the Board in the future, either in a work session or regular meeting.
Consent Agenda
•
•
•

AP
Payroll
IGA for San Luis Valley All Hazards Region

Commissioner Bothell made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner Glover
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Vender
AGENCY TOURISM MARKETING
AIRGAS USA, LLC
ALAMOSA COUNTY
ALPINE VETERINARY HOSPITAL
ARLAN'S PRO SERVICES
AUBREY PARGIN

Amount
$231.80
$378.65
$315.00
$78.90
$75.00
$277.00
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AVENU INSIGHTS & ANALYTICS, LLC
B & C ELECTRIC INC
BALLANTINE COMMUNICATIONS, INC
BIG R OF MONTE VISTA, LLC
BRENDA ATENCIO
CARE ON LOCATION PC
CARLA CLUTTER
CAROL VORIS
CDHS CENTRAL ACCOUNTING
CENTURYLINK
CENTURYLINK
CENTURYLINK
CIELLO POWERED BY SLVREC
CLEANING SOLUTIONS
CO ASSOC. OF LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH OFF.
COLORADO DEPT OF HEALTH
COLTON MEDINA
CONEJOS COUNTY NURSING
CONTROL SOLUTIONS INC
CORPORATE TRASLATION SERVICES, INC
CUSTER COUNTY SHERIFF
DANA SAFETY SUPPLY, INC
DEPT. OF SOCIAL SERVICES
DIANNE KOSHAK
DIXIE DILTZ
DP AG SERVICES
FIRST BANKCARD
FOUR CORNERS COOLING
GALLS, LLC
GENOA HEALTHCARE
GLENALEE MITCHELL
GOBINS, INC
GREAT AMERICA FINANCIAL
HAYNIE'S INC.
HOWARD COX
IDA SALAZAR
IHS PHARMACY
JEAN BORREGO
JEANETTE HOWEY
JORIE SCOTT
JP MORGAN CHASE
KIMBERLY BRYANT
KIMRAD TRANSPORT LP
KOIS BROTHERS EQUIPMENT
LEDS, LLC
LEROY A ROMERO
LINDA ROBINSON
LOWE'S PAY AND SAVE, INC
MASTER PRINT & WEB DESIGN, INC
MAX GARCIA
McKESSON MEDICALMDS WASTE & RECYCLE, INC
MEADOW GOLD DAIRIES, INC
MHC KENWORTH
MOBILE RECORD SHREDDERS, LLC
MONICA FALK
MONICA FELIX
MONTE VISTA COOPERATIVE
MONTE VISTA MACHINE TOOL
MYERS BROTHERS TRUCK AND TRACTOR,
INC

$4,582.60
$15.10
$4,558.00
$299.99
$57.00
$23,054.00
$70.50
$9.45
$97.00
$70.07
$68.94
$60.49
$1,577.27
$2,632.64
$967.00
$298.00
$156.50
$7,924.00
$63.00
$139.72
$1,395.00
$632.36
$79.62
$48.60
$47.70
$665.00
$10,373.00
$280.00
$143.68
$98.91
$132.20
$42.51
$449.03
$739.70
$180.00
$54.00
$90.11
$5,199.94
$68.00
$70.50
$436,309.65
$50.00
$8,330.39
$26,109.00
$12,296.51
$150.00
$259.00
$46.46
$890.00
$9.00
$33.88
$95.00
$478.77
$1,179.45
$28.00
$268.00
$352.90
$689.25
$1,422.73
$419.73
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PARTS PLUS OF NEW MEXICO, INC
PRO COM, LLC
RAY ALLEN MANUFACTURING
RENSHAW LOCKSMITH SERVICE
ROCKY MTN. MEMORABILIA
S & S DISTRIBUTION, INC
SAFE LIFE DEFENSE
SARAH H. RIERSON
SARAH HERRERA
SHAMROCK FOODS COMPANY
SIMPLE DISTRIBUTORS LLC
SLV AUTO REPAIR, LLC
SLV PARTS, INC
SLV REC
SLV REC
SLV REC
SPARKLE CLEANERS
SPECTRACOM LLC
STAPLES BUSINESS CREDIT
STATE OF COLORADO
SUMMIT MARKET
TERMINIX PROCESSING CTR
TOWN OF DEL NORTE
UNITED REPROGRAPHIC
VALERO MARKETING
VALLEY LOCK AND SECURITY, INC
VALLEY LUMBER AND SUPPLY, INC
VALLEY PUBLISHING
VENDOLA PLUMBING, INC
VERIZON WIRELESS
VERIZON WIRELESS
VETERANS SERVICES
VICTIM ASSISTANCE FUND
WAGNER EQUIPMENT
WAGNER EQUIPMENT
WALL, SMITH, BATEMAN, INC
WESTERN SLOPE FIRE & SAFETY, INC
WEX BANK
WEX BANK
WORLD FUEL SERVICES, INC
WSB COMPUTER SERVICES

$138.86
$111.00
$31.97
$90.00
$25.99
$137.40
$2,020.50
$291.40
$40.50
$4,623.01
$323.00
$1,847.10
$91.30
$568.00
$72.00
$275.00
$40.00
$2,535.00
$2,112.28
$572.61
$191.55
$384.00
$857.26
$269.70
$40,853.25
$501.00
$41.73
$237.50
$170.00
$1,810.49
$362.63
$400.00
$97.00
$922.16
$844.38
$34,330.00
$500.00
$663.50
$3,537.96
$2,449.02
$3,176.00

$666,811.25
August 2020 Payroll
COUNTY GENERAL FUND
ROAD AND BRIDGE
SOCIAL SERVICES
WEED DISTRICT
AIRPORT FUND
PUBLIC HEALTH AGENCY FUND
TOTAL:

$316,058.38
$96,285.24
$162,351.81
$14,016.02
$1,154.35
$30,222.70
$620,088.50

County official and Department Head Reports
At 10:10 AM, Don McDonald, Rio Grande County Sheriff, introduced the newest Sheriff
Department member, Jake. Jake is a canine, certified to find all illegal narcotics. Heath Hart is
Jake’s handler. Jake will be used in the schools, the jail, and in court. He was given to the
department by Monte Vista’s K-9 Unit.
At 10:18 AM, Sheriff McDonald and Undersheriff Chris Crown presented a “Calls for Service
Three Year Comparison” report. From January 1 through August 26, 2020, the department has
received 4,992 calls, which is almost a 12% increase over the same period in 2019. Sheriff
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McDonald spoke about reports which will be required by Senate Bill 217. He said verbal
warnings for traffic stops will no longer be given; either written warnings or tickets will be issued.
Required reports, such as Use of Force, Contacts Made, and quarterly Jail reports will be sent
to the District Attorney (DA). The minimum cost of a computer server for required jail video will
be $25,000. The DA will also require recordings from victims’ cell phones. Computers for the
recordings will cost at least $4,600. Sheriff McDonald said grants for this equipment are not
available.
At 10:29 AM, Officer Tyler Dean presented a report on the Sheriff Department’s fleet. The
department has a total of twenty-two vehicles, with fourteen available for patrol. The number
needed for patrol is twenty. Each vehicle annually travels an average of 21,157 miles, and by
the end of 2020 at least fifteen vehicles will have over 150,000 miles. Seven vehicles will have
over 200,000 miles by the end of 2020. The department is looking into options for replacing
vehicles, including buying and leasing, and also considering whether to get vehicles fully
equipped for law enforcement or get only the basic law enforcement vehicles and equipping
them here. Officer Dean had quotes for all options from Ford, Dodge, and GM. A basic Ford
truck would be $37,000. GM quoted $31,000, and a Dodge Ram truck would be $29,000. All
vehicles have State bid numbers. Financing through local banks may be restricted due to
TABOR laws. Ford and GM have municipal leasing programs. They are five-year programs,
with no balloon payment as long as all previous payments are made on time. Commissioner
Bothell voiced concern about all fleet vehicles being the same age, as they would all need to be
replaced at the same time. Officer Dean said the department could lease ten vehicles for
around $64,000 annually.
At 10:47 AM, Sheriff McDonald spoke about the recording equipment needed to be compliant
with Senate Bill 217. Visual Labs provides the least expensive recording storage system, and
guarantees the security of its system. Recordings must be stored between two and ten years,
and Visual Labs allows the department to set the retention time needed. The department has
also found a source for refurbished radios at 25% the cost of new radios. Eight mobile and nine
handheld radios need to be replaced.
At 11:00 AM the Board adjourned to the Board of the Department of Social Services.
At 11:17 AM the Board reconvened as the Board of County Commissioners.
General Business and Administrative Items
The Board discussed the appointment of Suzanne Beauchaine to the Rio Grande Library
District Board. Commissioner Bothell made a motion to accept the Library District Board’s
recommendation, and approve the appointment of Suzanne Beauchaine to their Board.
Commissioner Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 11:18 AM, Commissioner Glover said he met Rebecca Kolb at the last meeting of the Rio
Grande County Weed and Pest District Board. She has submitted a letter of intent expressing
interest in being appointed to the Weed Board. Commissioner Glover made a motion to
approve the appointment of Rebecca Kolb to the Weed and Pest District Board. Commissioner
Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried. Mr. Dunn asked whether the
appointments would be done by resolutions or by letters of appointment. Ms. Benton said in the
past, Weed Board appointments were done by resolution. Other board appointments were
done by letter. The BOCC decided to follow this existing practice, since the appointments are
recorded in the BOCC minutes. Mr. Dunn will draft a resolution for the Weed Board
appointment, stating the effective date of Ms. Kolb’s appointment as today, August 26, 2020.
Ms. Benton will send letters of appointment to both Ms. Beauchaine and Ms. Kolb.
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At 11:23 AM, the Board discussed the Coroner’s pickup topper quotes. Stephen Hunzeker,
County Coroner, was not available for the BOCC meeting, but had spoken with Commissioner
Glover about them. The quote from Space Cap is $9,875, and the quote from ARE is $4,835.
The Space Cap topper is interchangeable between a Ford and Chevrolet pickup bed. It also
has a guard rail to keep cargo from hitting the fiberglass shell. Commissioner Glover did not
know whether Mr. Hunzeker had a preference between the two, nor the amount Mr. Hunzeker
had budgeted for the topper. Commissioner Glover made a motion to table the decision on the
pickup topper until the September 16, 2020 BOCC meeting, when Mr. Hunzeker may be
available. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 11:43 AM, Commissioner Noffsker introduced the resolution appointing Suzanne Benton as
Interim County Administrator. Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve the resolution.
Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried. The BOCC decision
appointing Ms. Benton as Interim County Administrator was made during the BOCC meeting on
August 12, 2020, and the resolution will be attached to those minutes.
At 11:44 AM, Commissioner Noffsker introduced the resolution appointing Commissioner Glover
as Managing Commissioner of the Maintenance Department. Commissioner Bothell made a
motion to approve the resolution. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion
carried. The decision appointing Commissioner Glover as Managing Commissioner of the
Maintenance Department was made during the BOCC meeting on July 29, 2020, and the
resolution will be attached to those minutes.
At 11:45 AM, Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve Ms. Benton’s salary, as agreed
upon by Ms. Benton and the BOCC. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the
motion carried.
At 11:46 AM, Toni Steffens-Steward, Rio Grande County Public Health Department Interim
Director and Rio Grande County General Grant Manager, spoke to the BOCC about the
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CVRF). Ms. Steffens-Steward said she was speaking to the Board as
General Grant Manager, not Interim Public Health Department Director. Ms. Steffens-Steward
first discussed the CVRF application for businesses to apply for funds. She has spoken with
municipalities in Rio Grande County, and they agree the County will be the administrator of the
grants. Both businesses and municipalities will apply to the County for grant funds. Entities
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may not receive CVRF funding for expenses being reimbursed through other sources, such as
Development Resources Group (DRG) or the Payroll Protection Plan. Ms. Steffens-Steward
has spoken with Tom Monaco, Small Business Development Center, who said he is willing to
help the County and businesses navigate through the various funding options available for
COVID-19 related economic relief. Ms. Steffens-Steward recommended the County break the
CVRF funding into four opportunities of up to $50,000 for chambers of commerce or economic
development groups; the funds are for programs that collectively benefit the community. She
said there are also two grant categories available for businesses. The first is funding for loss of
income due to business interruption related to COVID-19. The second is for business
infrastructure, such as personal protective equipment, needed due to COVID-19. The maximum
grant award for these business grants could be $20,000. Businesses would need to provide
invoices for every expense requested. The expenses could not have been budgeted before
March 2020, and invoices would need to be received by the County before December 15, 2020.
Mr. Dunn said that, according to Article 11 of the Colorado Constitution, governments are
prohibited from giving funds to private businesses, unless it is for a public purpose, so grant
wording would need to be carefully articulated. Commissioner Noffsker said the County would
need to carefully consider giving out County funds before being reimbursed by the Federal
Government, and the discussion turned to questions on how quickly reimbursements from
CVRF, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and other Federal and State sources
could be expected. There were also questions about which program would best fund various
requests, such as the OWL purchased to help facilitate BOCC meetings held via Zoom, and
other County expenses which may be due to COVID-19. Commissioner Noffsker said the
Commissioners needed clarification on COVID-19 related funding. Ms. Steffens-Steward and
Ms. Benton said they had each received guidelines on grant requirement from the Department
of Local Affairs (DOLA). Mr. Dunn suggested Colorado Counties Inc. (CCI) might provide
guidance. He said he would reach out to the Arapaho County Attorney to find out how they
have handled constitutional questions about grant funding. Commissioner Noffsker said he
would contact the Council of Governments (COG) and DRG for information.
During the discussion, it became clear that administration of the CVRF would best be handled
by one individual solely dedicated to CVRF. Ms. Steffens-Steward is currently performing both
Public Health duties and general grant duties, and does not have the time needed to also
perform CVRF administration duties. Due to time restraints of the funding, it would be desirable
to find a CVRF administrator as quickly as possible. Ms. Benton said the position of a CVRF
administrator could be funded by CVRF funds through the end of 2020. Ms. Steffens-Steward
said other funding might have to be used for any work done by the person in 2021. Mr. Dunn
said the County would not be bound to the practice of advertising the position if the Board knew
of a qualified person interested in filling the position. It was decided that the Commissioners,
Ms. Benton, Ms. Steffens-Steward, and Mr. Dunn each come up with a list of people who might
fill the position.
Mr. Dunn spoke about the CVRF Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the County and
its municipalities that he has been modifying according to the Board’s direction. He spoke about
changes to paragraph F and exhibit 2, and said the Board needs to come to a decision
concerning a final draft of the IGA.
Commissioner Glover made a motion to hold a special meeting of the BOCC on Monday,
August 31, 2020, and, if needed, on Wednesday, September 2, 2020 to discuss the CRVF
MOA. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried. There was a short
discussion of wording in paragraph F about equitable distribution of the funds to the
municipalities. Ms. Steffens-Steward suggested having the municipalities submit funding
requests to the County on a monthly basis, and the 10th of the month was suggested as the due
date.
Commissioner Glover made a motion to begin the recruitment process for a full-time CVRF
Administrator immediately. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
It was decided to have the special meeting of the BOCC on Monday, August 31, 2020 at 1:30
PM, and the special session on Wednesday, September 2, 2020 at 9:00 AM.
Ms. Steffens-Steward asked the Board for clarification on her job description. She is currently
performing functions under both the Administration Department and the Department of Public
Health. She said she is qualified to serve as Director of the Public Health Department with a
waiver from the Board. It was decided to table the discussion until executive session after the
special session on August 31, 2020.
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At 1:14 PM, a 30-minute recess was called.
At 1:52 PM, the regular session was reconvened.
Commissioners and Administrator Updates
Mr. Dunn spoke about the Astronaut Rominger Airport Lease Agreement form. He has updated
the form according to suggestions from Jay Sarason, Airport Manager, and Dusty Hicks, Airport
Advisory Board. Commissioner Bothell said the newer tracts are larger than the old tracts, and
suggested the lease price structure be based on tract size. There was also discussion on how
to incorporate each hangar’s electrical bill into the lease. Ms. Benton will look into the electrical
billing. Commissioner Noffsker voiced concern on the wording about yearly rent after the
expiration of a lease, and asked about personal property left on tracts after a lease is
terminated. Commissioner Glover said the County Assessor does not have a copy of the
survey map made after tracts were replatted. Mr. Dunn said he will contact Mr. Sarason to get a
copy of the airport’s operating procedure to find out if any of the discussed issues are
addressed there. It was decided to table the discussion on the lease agreement format until a
later date.
At 2:28 PM, the Resolution Concerning National Popular Vote was discussed. Commissioner
Glover said the resolution was a standardized resolution by Rose Pugliese, Mesa County
Commissioner. He said Rio Grande County is one of a few counties in Colorado that have not
signed the resolution. Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve the Resolution
Concerning National Popular Vote. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion
carried.
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At 2:31 PM, Ms. Benton spoke about the annual agreement between the County and Computer
Information Concepts, Inc. (CIC). She said the agreement allows for a 90-day notice to
terminate the agreement. CIC has provided the financial software used by the County. The
County intends to end the agreement due to its new contract with Tyler Technology. With the
consensus of the Board, Mr. Dunn will review the CIC agreement and send a termination of
agreement letter to them.
At 2:36 PM, Ms. Benton asked the Board to sign a letter authorizing Bobbie Hatton, as Assistant
to the Administrator, to sign titles for the transfer of vehicles owned by the County.
Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve Ms. Benton’s request. Commissioner Bothell
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 2:37 PM, Ms. Benton spoke about the Baxter Hill lease between the County and the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM). She said she cannot find the lease. She talked with Patrick
Sullivan, Road and Bridge Department, about removing personal property on the leased land.
He recommended the department not take on the task, due to safety concerns and lack of time.
There was a discussion of whether or not the structures on the land actually belong to the
County. No decision was made.
At 2:42 PM, Commissioner Bothell made a motion to adjourn the regular session for executive
session according to 24-6-402(4)(b) C.R.S. for the purpose of receiving legal advice in specific
questions. Commissioner Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
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At 4:39 PM, the Board exited executive session. No decisions were made. With no further
business, the meeting was adjourned.
Attest:

____________________________________________________________________________
John Noffsker
DeAnn Jacobs
Chairman of the Board
Clerk of the Board

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS
State of Colorado
County of Rio Grande

)
ss
)

The Board of the Rio Grande County Commissioners met in special session on Monday, August
31, 2020.
At 1:37 PM, Chairman Noffsker called the meeting to order. Prayer was led by Commissioner
Bothell, and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Present were Commissioner Noffsker, Commissioner Bothell, and Commissioner Glover, along
with Interim County Administrator Suzanne Benton, and Clerk of the Board DeAnn Jacobs.
Adoption of the Agenda
Commissioner Noffsker said he had a request from Cindy Hill, County Clerk, for the BOCC’s
signature on a letter of support from the Board for a grant application to the Electronic
Recording Technology Board (ERTB). The grant will be used to update old recordings in the
Clerk’s Office. The request will be added to the agenda during County Official and Department
Head Reports.
Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. Commissioner
Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Approval of Minutes from the Previous Meeting
There were no minutes available for approval.
Public Comment
Commissioner Noffsker asked if there were any comments. There were none.
Consent Agenda
Ms. Benton said she had some pending items to be discussed during Commissioners and
Administrator Updates.
County Official and Department Head Reports
At 1:40 PM, Ms. Hill spoke to the Board concerning her grant request to ERTB. She said the
grant instructions recommended including a letter of support from the BOCC in the application.
The grant uses revenue collected from the State recording surcharge. It is awarded to counties
for use in the document recording process, such as improving back scanning and digitizing. Ms.
Hill said the grant funds will not be out of County general funds, but from the State surcharge
account. The total grant amount is $94,819.66. Of that amount, $7,507 is from the Rio Grande
County Technology Fund. Commissioner Glover made a motion to approve Ms. Hill’s request
and sign the letter of support for the ERTB grant to be used for recording digitalization.
Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
General Business and Administrative Items
At 1:42 PM, the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CVRF) was discussed. Ms. Benton had received a
recommendation for a CRVF Grant Administrator, and gave the written information to
Commissioner Noffsker. Ryan Dunn, County Attorney, asked if the Board had reviewed his
draft of the Memorandum of Understanding and Cooperative Agreement Related to Distribution
of CARES Act Funds (CVRF MOA). Mr. Dunn had integrated suggestions made by Toni
Steffens-Steward, Rio Grande County Public Health Department Interim Director and Rio
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Grande County General Grant Manager, into the draft. Paragraph F, describing the allocation of
funds pursuant to Exhibit B was modified, and Exhibit B was removed. Mr. Dunn added wording
to state the funds would be distributed in as fair and equitable manner as possible,
proportionate to the percentage of the county’s population residing in its cities, towns, and
unincorporated sections of the county. He also added Paragraph I, which states that all eligible
reimbursement requests must be invoiced by the municipalities to the County on a monthly
basis, and shall be received by the County by the tenth of each month. Exhibits were
renumbered because of the removal of Exhibit B.
Commissioner Noffsker said he had looked into other types of grants available to businesses.
He said small businesses may apply for them rather than applying for the CVRF grant through
the County. He spoke with the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and who
suggested the County concentrate on awarding CVRF grants to municipalities, Chambers of
Commerce, and economic development groups. Kevin Wilkins, Development Resource Group
(DRG) advised the same. Rio Grande County could also apply for CVRF funding. Ms.
Steffens-Steward said staffing due to COVID-19 could be funded through grants from either
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) or CVRF. The counter face shield purchased
by the Clerk’s Office would also be eligible for grant funding. Other departments may also have
eligible expenses. Reimbursements from CVRF would likely be received more quickly than
from FEMA. Ms. Steffens-Steward said Upper Rio Grande Economic Development (URGED)
has expressed interest in applying for CVRF through the County. She said the goal of funneling
CVRF funds through municipalities is that municipalities may determine how their economic
recovery funds should be spent. She also said home businesses and sole proprietors may be
excluded from other funding, and may qualify for CVRF. Ms. Steffens-Steward said businesses
may provide the County with receipts for COVID-19 related expenses or other proof of revenue
loss retroactively to March 1, 2020 for CVRF. The County has 45 days after receiving receipts
to invoice them to the State. The State has something over 45 days to reimburse the County.
November 30, 2020 is the deadline for submitting anticipated December spending to the State.
All invoiced expenses have to be incurred by December 31, 2020. Ms. Benton said businesses
need to be aware they may be required to pay income tax on funds received. Ms. SteffensSteward said non-profits may be eligible for CVRF. She also said infrastructure funding is for
temporary, not permanent, improvements in response to COVID-19. Commissioner Glover said
funding requests already received from municipalities need to be taken care of. Mr. Dunn said
there may be constitutional requirements concerning the disbursement of grant funds; he has
contacted the Eagle County Attorney to learn how that county handled the public purpose
exception. He also recommended contacting the Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) for preapproval of specific requests if the County is unsure of reimbursement. Mr. Dunn asked for the
BOCC’s decision concerning the CVRF MOA draft. Commissioner Bothell made a motion to
approve the CVRF MOA as drafted, and send copies of the MOA to the municipalities to be
signed. Commissioner Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 2:45 PM, Commissioner Bothell suggested the County start submitting invoices already
received. Ms. Steffens-Steward said no invoices have been submitted to FEMA, but the County
has an account set up with them. Ms. Benton said requests from the municipalities could be
submitted after their signed CVRF MOA’s are received by the County. Mr. Dunn said the
County has a portal through DOLA, so requests already received from County Departments can
be submitted.
At 2:55 PM, there was a discussion on the CVRF Grant Administrator position. Mr. Dunn said
the County does not have posting requirements in its hiring policy, and a public hiring
notification is not required for filling this position. Commissioner Bothell asked about posting the
position only on the County website. Mr. Dunn will research any requirements that may apply to
posting this position. Ms. Benton said the Board needs to decide on job details, such as salary,
time requirements, and whether the person will work from inside or outside County facilities.
At 3:02 PM, Ms. Benton spoke about hiring for the Human Resources (HR) Director position.
The County has received several applications for people interested in the position. Ms. Benton
said she would like to offer the position to one of them, with the Board’s approval. The
discussion was tabled for executive session.
At 3:05 PM, the Board adjourned to the Board of Health.
At 3:06 PM, the Board reconvened as the Board of County Commissioners.
Commissioners and Administrator Updates
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At 3:06 PM, Ms. Benton presented several pending items to the BOCC. She began with the
SLV All Hazards Interagency Agreement that was on the agenda for the August 12, 2020 BOCC
meeting. Commissioner Bothell said it had been signed. The Emergency Coordination
Committee (ECC) plan was briefly discussed. Mr. Dunn said he had not received any
information on an ECC plan. He said the ECC bylaws had been previously discussed by the
Board. Commissioner Bothell said the Board had chosen to not sign the bylaws.
At 3:11 PM, Ms. Benton said the County needs to update its participation plan on retirement.
She said there had been no changes since the plan was signed by the BOCC in April 2012, and
said, with the Board’s permission, she would use the 2012 plan as a template to print a current
participation plan for signature. Commissioner Bothell made a motion that Commissioner
Noffsker sign the participation plan printed with no changes. Commissioner Glover seconded
the motion, and the motion carried.
At 3:16 PM, Ms. Benton said the annual certification to Colorado Department of Public Health
and Environment (CDPHE), for the Summitville Mine Site needs to be completed and submitted.
Commissioner Noffsker will complete the certification.
At 3:20 PM, Ms. Benton said she received a question about the U.S. Census. Commissioner
Glover said the Census deadline for completion has been extended to September 2020.
At 3:22 PM, Ms. Benton said she found the County’s retention policy for recordings, but has not
researched it yet. She said the computer I drive is backed up by carbonite daily. She said
Bobbie Hatton, Administrative Assistant, will find out whether the G drive can also be backed up
daily. Ms. Benton will research the best method of storing the Zoom recordings of the Board’s
meetings.
At 3:28 PM, Mr. Dunn said some of the date references in the Summitville Mine Site document
are incorrect. He will contact CDPHE to get a corrected copy.
At 3:29 PM, Ms. Benton asked about the Astronaut Rominger Airport lease agreement. Mr.
Dunn said it is not ready yet.
At 3:30 PM, Ms. Benton spoke about the 90-day notice of termination letter to Computer
Information Concepts, Inc. (CIC). She said the County has paid for all of 2020. Debbie Phillips,
Chief Financial Officer, said she would like to find out if a history transfer can be made from
CIC’s server to the County’s server before the contract is terminated. She has contacted WSB
about making the transfer. She said the ability to do the transfer depends on the spec
requirements from CIC. Ms. Phillips offered to contact CIC about a history transfer.
At 3:37 PM, the proposed FICA tax withholdings holiday for employers was discussed. Ms.
Phillips said deferred withholdings would need to be paid back by April 2021. Counties have the
option to opt out of deferring the withholdings. Commissioner Bothell made a motion to opt out
of the proposed FICA tax withholdings holiday. Commissioner Glover seconded the motion,
and the motion carried.
At 3:40 PM, Ms. Benton asked about the MOU between the County and the town of Del Norte
concerning the Del Norte Linear Walking Path. Mr. Dunn said the County and Town had
planned to rescind the MOU, and it had been discussed in a BOCC meeting earlier this year.
Mr. Dunn had a copy of the agreement to rescind signed by the town of Del Norte, but not by
the County. Commissioner Bothell made a motion to authorize Commissioner Noffsker to sign
the document rescinding the Del Norte Linear Walking Path MOU. Commissioner Glover
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 3:44 PM, Ms. Benton asked who should contact the Ski Hi committee about waiving the fees
a building permit. Commissioner Glover said he would contact Forrest Neuerburg, City of
Monte Vista Manager, to find out if they are still interested.
At 3:45 PM, Ms. Benton said there is a Health Pool meeting via Zoom on September 10, 2020,
and asked who would attend. Commissioner Glover will attend. If an HR Director has been
hired by that date, they will also attend.
At 3:52 PM, Ms. Benton said the County has received several applications for positions of the
Department of Public Health Director and for County Administrator.
At 3:54 PM, Commissioner Bothell made a motion to adjourned the regular session for
executive session according to 24-6-402(4)(b) C.R.S. for the purpose of receiving legal advice
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in specific questions, and according to 24-6-402(4)(f) for personnel matters. Commissioner
Glover seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 5:28 PM, the Board exited executive session. No decisions were made. With no further
business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:35 PM.
Attest:

____________________________________________________________________________
John Noffsker
DeAnn Jacobs
Chairman of the Board
Clerk of the Board
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