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The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday,
February 2, 2022. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Gene Glover at 9:01 AM. A
prayer was led by Commissioner John Noffsker and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Present were Commissioner Gene Glover, Commissioner John Noffsker, Commissioner Scott
Deacon, County Administrator Craig Barraclough, County Attorney Nancy Lake, and Clerk of
the Board Aubrey Pargin.
Agenda Approval
At 9:02 AM Mr. Barraclough stated that consideration of “adding Ski Hi as an Emergency
Shelter” would be added to the Agenda. Commissioner Deacon moved to approve the
amended Agenda. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Public Comment
At 9:03 AM Keith Brown, Upper Rio Grande School Board, was present to state his concerns in
regard to COVID-19 quarantining in the school. He stated that out of 150 kids only three or four
kids have tested positive. He reported that the school is testing, contact tracing and notifying
people. Most kids have been quarantined three weeks or more, with no symptoms, and it is
affecting their education. Aaron Horrocks, Upper Rio Grande Superintendent, was present and
reported that the school has been seeking guidance from local health officials. He stated that
there is a strain on the staff at the school and he feels like they are the last school that is
enforcing quarantining. Commissioner Glover stated that they will have to seek counsel from
Dr. Kolawole Bankole. A work session is planned for next Wednesday to discuss this with Dr.
Bankole, and Commissioner Glover said he would let them know what is decided. There was
discussion on the priority being on the children and their education.
Consent Agenda






Approval of Minutes of Past Meetings: December 8, 2021, December 14, 2021 Special
Meeting, December 15, 2021, and December 20, 2021 Special Meeting
Approval of Voided Check
Approval of Administrator Contract
Approval of 2022 Committee Assignment
Approval of Contract for Specialist Attorney Group for Railroad Bankruptcy and Tax
Reclamation

At 9:17 AM Commissioner Noffsker stated that he is not sure he approves of the Railroad
Contract in the Consent Agenda. Ms. Lake stated that they had already decided this from last
year in the other resolutions that were approved. Commissioner Deacon moved to approve the
Consent Agenda. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
General Business
At 9:20 AM the Board considered ratifying approval of the 2021 Highway Users Tax Fund
(HUTF) mileage certification from January 26, 2022. Commissioner Noffsker moved to ratify the
HUTF from January 26, 2022. Commissioner Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion
carried.
At 9:21 AM the Board considered the addition of Linda Robinson to the Rio Grande County
Library District. Commissioner Deacon moved to appoint Ms. Robinson to the Rio Grande
County Library District. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
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At 9:21 AM Commissioner Noffsker moved to approve hiring a part time support clerk, with the
contingency that they all sit down with staff and come up with a structural administrative policy.
Commissioner Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 9:24 AM the Board considered hiring a part time accounts payable support clerk.
Commissioner Noffsker voiced concerns with this process; gaps in information and knowledge,
specifically in regard to the Tyler software and accounts payable. Commissioner Glover
recommended getting Tyler on Zoom and having a work session with everyone involved.
Commissioner Noffsker also voiced concerns about the accounting system, and never having a
process in place. Commissioner Noffsker stated that he thought the Commissioners should
have access to reports on their computers. Ms. Lake recommended Cheri Rue and Rhonda
Richardson be included in the work session. Commissioner Noffsker moved to table this item.
Commissioner Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 9:27 AM the Board considered approving a Resolution for 2022 Supplemental Budget and
Appropriation. Amanda Klapperich, Finance Manager, recommended the County do quarterly
supplemental budgets. Ms. Klapperich stated that there are lots of grants for Public Health so it
will be beneficial to address the grants as they come in. Commissioner Noffsker moved to
approve a Resolution for 2022 Supplemental Budget and Appropriation. Commissioner Deacon
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
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At 9:35 AM the Board considered approving an Emergency Shelter at Ski Hi Outcalt Event and
Conference Center. Mr. Barraclough talked to Gigi Dennis, City of Monte Vista Manager, about
the verbiage of the letter, and she is okay with this. Ms. Lake stated that they are going to
require an MOU for this. Commissioner Glover reported that Ms. Dennis and City of Monte
Vista are probably going to require an MOU also. Commissioner Noffsker voiced concern in
regard to separate conversations going on that he is not a part of. There was discussion on
why Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) is involved in this
decision. Commissioner Deacon moved to support the City of Monte Vista and designate the
Ski Hi Outcalt Event and Conference Center as an Emergency Shelter. Commissioner Noffsker
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Commissioners and Administrator Updates
At 9:42 AM Commissioner Noffsker gave an update on the Railroad. Commissioner Noffsker
stated that contact was made to Mr. Galucia (Huerfano County), and the Railroad, about a
public private partnership. Big Shoulders is a creditor. Commissioner Noffsker reported that he
would be talking to Mr. Galucia that afternoon, and also informed the Board that if only one
county signs up for this, Rio Grande County needs to discuss what will be done. Ms. Lake
reported that the contract allows for an infinite number of parties to join. Commissioner Noffsker
reiterated that Huerfano is the only county seriously supporting Rio Grande County’s efforts in
regard to the Railroad.
At 9:52 AM Commissioner Glover reported that he had a conversation with jail task force in a
work session, and he asked the Board about a work session next week so that they can discuss
the this.
At 9:53 AM Commissioner Deacon stated that “anniversary dates” of employment have been
brought up to him. He reported that when an employee gets an upgrade, it should still be the
“date of hire”, and that the “anniversary date” should not change. Commissioner Glover also
said that this needs to be changed and the Board needs to get the information out there.
Commissioner Noffsker stated that he would like the Board to make a formal change.
Commissioner Glover said that they will work towards this for the meeting next week.
At 9:56 AM Mr. Barraclough reminded the Board that if two or more Commissioners are on a
Zoom call or meeting, it needs to be posted on the calendar. He also reported that the County
got a clean external vulnerability scan from Tyler Tobin of Tobin, Dawsey & Co. Mr.
Barraclough said that he got a call from Martha Williamson looking at housing 501C3, and they
asked Mr. Barraclough to be on the Board. Mr. Barraclough said he is hesitant to be on this,
until he sees what they are about first. There was discussion on various organizations and what
their goals are. Commissioner Noffsker and Glover agreed that there are so many people
headed to the same project and no one knows where the other is going. Commissioner Glover
and Mr. Barraclough met with the new Town of South Fork Manager, Hank Webb. They
reported that he seems eager to work with everyone, and that he is excited for the Weed and
Pest District to come back up to South Fork. Mr. Barraclough reported that the “tickler file” is
available to use.
At 10:11 AM Commissioner Deacon moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Noffsker
seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned. There was discussion on the Public
Hearing being in the regular meeting. Commissioner Deacon made a motion to rescind the
motion. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 10:15 AM the Land Use Public Hearing opened to hear an application for a “Right of Way
Variance”. Dixie Diltz, Land Use Administrator, stated that Burton Farms, LLLP is requesting a
vacation right of way for County Road 15A. She reported that the surveyed legal responses
were included in the packet handed to the Commissioners. There were 112 notifications mailed
to property owners and four people contacted Ms. Diltz. She said that once she gave an
explanation on where this would be no one had any complaints. Ms. Diltz also met with the Rio
Grande County Planning Commission and they voted in favor of this. There were no concerned
citizens present for the Public Hearing, in person, or via Zoom. Commissioner Noffsker moved
to approve the application for vacation and easement for Burton Farms LLLP. Commissioner
Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried. Jay Yeager, Rio Grande Canal
Superintendent, was present and stated that this decision will help with safety for the Rio
Grande County water shop and on that County Road. They will be able to gate the road now.
Mr. Yeager also reported that there have been people and kids floating in the river this past year
and getting close to the dam/headgate. They received some grant money so that they can put
in a portage and signs (on County Road 17 and on the Flying W Ranch) so people can easily go
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around the headgate and are made aware of the danger in the Rio Grande River near the
headgate.

10:27 AM Ms. Lake asked about the Consent Agenda “C - Administrator contract”. (Item C was
approved with the Consent Agenda). Commissioner Noffsker asked if any numbers had
changed in the contract and Ms. Lake stated that nothing was changed in the contract.
At 10:29 AM Commissioner Deacon moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Noffsker
seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned.

Attest:

____________________________________________________________________________
Gene Glover
Aubrey Pargin
Chairman of the Board
Clerk of the Board
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The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday,
February 9, 2022. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Gene Glover at 10:00 AM. A
prayer was led by Commissioner John Noffsker and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Present were Commissioner Gene Glover, Commissioner John Noffsker, Commissioner Scott
Deacon, County Administrator Craig Barraclough, County Attorney Nancy Lake, and Clerk of
the Board Aubrey Pargin.
Agenda Approval
At 10:01 AM Mr. Barraclough stated that there is a resolution that was already approved but
needs to be signed naming members appointed to the Rio Grande County Pest District so it is
on the Consent Agenda. He also reported that Dixie Diltz asked to drop the afternoon work
session. Commissioner Deacon moved to approve the Agenda with the amendments.
Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Public Comment
At 10:04 AM Commissioner Glover asked for any public comments. There were none.
Consent Agenda





Approval of minutes of past meetings: December 29, 2021, BOCC meeting, January 12,
2022, BOCC meeting, and January 13, 2022, Special Meeting
Accounts Payable
DSS Accounts Payable
Adopt Resolution Appointing Members to the Rio Grande County Pest District Advisory
Board

At 10:05 AM Commissioner Noffsker moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner
Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Vender
CO.BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO
HUSMANN PLUMBING, INC
JETZ SERVICE CO, INC
LOWE'S PAY AND SAVE, INC
MONTE VISTA COOPERATIVE
PROFORCE LAW
RECOVERY MONITORING SOLUTIONS
AAAA STORAGE
ALAMOSA CO NURSING SVC
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES
AUBREY PARGIN
AVENU HOLDINGS, LLC
CATERPILLAR FIN. SERVICES,
CORPORATION
CCNC, INC
CDHS CENTRAL ACCOUNTING
CENTER TIRE STORE, INC
CIELLO POWERED BY SLVREC
COLOLRADO COUNTY CLERK'S ASSN.
COLORADO DEPART. OF REVENUE
DEL NORTE BANK
DFA DAIRY BRANDS
DIANNE KOSHAK
DIGITCOM ELECTRONICS, INC

Amount
210.00
3591.86
175.61
79.66
807.59
2142.15
341.5
4.50
3,955.34
2,193.01
500.00
6,076.21
47,750.08
100.00
7.00
12.50
1,268.03
937.29
245.00
30.00
389.50
27.44
47.50
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DIRECT TV
DISTRICT ATTORNEY OFFICE
EARL ROBINSON
GALLS, LLC
GOBINS, INC
GREAT AMERICA FINANCIAL
ID EDGE
IDA WHITE
J D POWER
JADE COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
JEAN BORREGO
JENNIFER VALADEZ-MOLINA
KALEIGH WHITE
KEN'S SERVICE CENTER
MADDOX COLLECTIONS
MASTER PRINT & WEB DESIGN, INC
McKESSON MEDICALMOBILE RECORD SHREDDERS, LLC
MONTE VISTA COOPERATIVE
MONTE VISTA JOURNAL
MOUNTAIN WEST SERIES OF LOCKTON COMPANIES
NANCY N. LAKE
PITNEY BOWES, INC.
PRO COM, LLC
RECOVERY MONITORING SOLUTIONS
RIO GRANDE COUNTY
RIO GRANDE COUNTY TREAS.
S & S DISTRIBUTION, INC
SANOFI PASTEUR, INC.
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS INC
SIMPLE DISTRIBUTORS LLC
SLV AGRICULTURE COALITION
SLV PARTS, INC
STAPLES BUSINESS CREDIT
STATE OF COLORADO
STATE OF COLORADO / DOIT
TERMINIX PROCESSING CTR
TOWN OF DEL NORTE
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC
VALLEY COURIER
VALLEY PUBLISHING
VALUEWEST,INC
VARIDESK, LLC
VERIZON WIRELESS
VERIZON WIRELESS
VERIZON WIRELESS
VERIZON WIRELESS
VERIZON WIRELESS
VICTIM ASSISTANCE FUND
WASTE MANAGEMENTWAXIE SANITARY SUPPLY
WEX BANK
WEX BANK
WEX BANK
WSB COMPUTER SERVICES

7

195.59
16,666.67
104.98
481.10
32.40
906.01
189.90
193.20
285.00
98.94
1.02
95.20
17.36
621.66
90.00
999.20
211.22
72.00
355.36
192.00
3,297.00
5,644.17
5,000.00
111.00
354.50
12,848.35
918.84
133.00
84.66
277.96
186.00
50.00
117.87
583.68
593.60
133.10
60.00
616.64
1,620.00
155.25
192.00
3,000.00
199.99
271.73
51.38
2,046.07
498.88
179.87
7.00
232.26
30.46
15.81
148.19
669.39
1,890.70
134,919.93

At 10:06 AM the Board moved in to the Board of Social Services.
Actions as the Board of Social Services
At 10:06 AM the Board considered approving new flooring for the Department of Social Services
building. Jody Kern, Department of Social Services Director, stated that due to budget reasons
the Board had budgeted to split the cost over two years. In 2021, the County replaced the
downstairs flooring. Stan Montoya, Maintenance Department, got an estimate from Right
Carpet and it is $11,983.41. Last year the cost was $7,162.17. The difference is the increased
costs with labor and materials. Commissioner Noffsker moved to approve new flooring for the
Department of Social Services building. Commissioner Deacon seconded the motion, and the
motion carried.
At 10:08 AM the Board exited the Board of Social Services and reconvened as the Board of
County Commissioners.
Actions as the Board of Health
At 10:08 AM the Board moved into the Board of Health.
8

At 10:09 AM the Board considered extending the San Luis Valley Health Care Coalition COVID19-part two extended funds. Dr. Kolawole Bankole, Public Health Director, reported that a few
recipients of the HCC mini-grants received funds through the COVID-19 Part two mini-grants
and got discounted on some of their purchases, so they couldn’t fully spend the awarded
amounts. This resulted in a leftover $4,167.85 that has now been extended by the Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE). This fund will help improve the
regional healthcare system preparedness for COVID-19 response. This funding will go toward
“Stop the Bleed” kits to be distributed to locations, including schools. Commissioner Noffsker
moved to accept the SLV HCC COVID-19 part two extended funds for Rio Grande County.
Commissioner Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
There was discussion on COVID-19 and guidance for the schools. Commissioner Noffsker
voiced concerns on guidance and policies changing several times. Dr. Bankole and Ms. Lake
stated that they would get together and make a statement that says it is up to the schools in
regard to quarantine guidelines. Dr. Bankole talked about “test to stay” (TTS) and reported that
this would be implemented on February 4, 2022 in other areas, and this is in response to avoid
quarantining healthy kids. Dr. Bankole stated that no school in the Valley is on board with this.
TTS guidelines state that once you have been exposed you can test to stay in school. There is
an app for your phone and it is plugged into the CDPHE and CDC.
At 10:30 AM the Board of Health adjourned and reconvened as the Board of County
Commissioners.
County Official and Department Head Reports
At 10:30 AM Patrick Sullivan, Road and Bridge Department, was present and read his report
aloud to the Board. Mr. Sullivan stated that year-end inventory was completed and submitted to
the auditors and finance department. The engineering work was completed on La Garita Road,
and the HUTF report was completed and submitted. Base work was completed on County Road
4 East, and new decking was installed on the bridge on County Roads 10 North and 5 East.
The Road and Bridge Department completed the annual MSHA training, and continued to plow
snow during the last two snow storms. Proposed work for the coming month is to fix the crusher
and complete crushing on County Road 4 East (waiting for parts to come in for the crusher). La
Garita Road work will begin. The Road and Bridge Department worked with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife and SLV REC for this project to install a fire well pipe at County Road 8 South and
Highway 15 for a fire prevention community project. There is a section of road near Beaver
Creek Reservoir that needs work, due to flooding in 2019. Mr. Sullivan reported that he met
with Rob Vance, Director of City of Monte Vista Public Works. They would like a 25-mph sign
for safety in front of the new Ski Hi Event Center.
At 10:43 AM Randy Kern, Building Department, was present to give his monthly report. Mr.
Kern reported that there are 35 new home starts, commercial buildings being built in South
Fork, a hospital clinic being built, and a water and sanitation district building that is complete.
This year is fairly comparable to last year. Mr. Kern stated that due to the colder weather,
inspections have eased up. He is receiving many calls from people living out of state that are
interested in building here. Mr. Kern reported that on the last day of January he did a final walk
through of the Ski Hi Events Center, and everything looked good. He also reported that next
month he plans to be in Loveland with Education Institute for continuing education; Ken Van
Iwaarden will be covering inspections for him.
At 10:49 AM Dixie Diltz, Land Use Department, handed the Board her monthly report and asked
if they had any questions. Mr. Barraclough asked about the status of the “music fest” event.
Ms. Diltz stated that the County have the music fest conditional approval. They need to talk to
CDOT because of the location of where they are planning to hold the event. Ms. Diltz also
stated that they will have to go through Cindy Hill, County Clerk, to apply for a liquor license for
the event. Scott Stecken, is the contact person for music fest. Commissioner Noffsker asked
Ms. Diltz if Land Use will have to be involved in water issues (“Renewable Water Resources”
RWR) in Rio Grande County. Commissioner Noffsker stated that there needs to be significant
discussions on this; Monte Vista only has enough water for another 2,000 people.
General Business
At 11:00 AM the Board considered a resolution proclaiming that Rio Grande County will not be
redistricting, changing commissioner districts or precinct boundaries. Ms. Lake stated that a
statutory review had been done. Commissioner Noffsker moved to approve a resolution
proclaiming that Rio Grande County will not be redistricting. Commissioner Deacon seconded
the motion, and the motion carried.
9
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At 11:05 AM the Board considered replacing the water heater system in the jail. Sheriff Don
McDonald reported that the total bid for a new water system is a little over $11,000.
Commissioner Deacon asked if there was anyone in Rio Grande County that could do this.
Sheriff McDonald stated that Steffens is the company that discovered that the system was put in
backwards to begin with. Ms. Klapperich stated that three bids might need to be completed
because of the amount. Ms. Lake added that they can do this, and sole source it.
Commissioner Deacon moved to replace the hot water heating system in the jail.
Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, clarifying that this motion is to sole source it using
Steffens, the motion carried.
At 11:20 AM the Board considered accepting a WSB Audit Engagement Letter. Amanda
Klapperich, Finance Manager, stated that Ms. Lake had to prepare a letter for auditors for this.
Commissioner Noffsker moved to accept the WSB Audit Engagement Letter. Commissioner
Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 11:23 AM the Board considered a letter of support for Colorado Opportunity Scholarship
Initiative (COSI). Commissioner Noffsker stated that the wording in the letter seems awkward
and that he would like to more information on this. Commissioner Glover agreed, but stated that
he is in support of this but he would like Tammy Lopez to come in and talk to them about it. Mr.
Barraclough said he would be in contact Ms. Lopez.
The Board took a break from 11:34 AM to 11:43 AM.
At 11:43 AM the Board considered bids for Jet A fuel installation at the Airport (this was out of
order on the agenda). There was discussion on the different installation plans and designs, and
also discussion on electricity at the airport. Earl Robinson, Airport Manager, recommended that
he have SLV REC come in talk to the commissioners so they can answer all their questions.
Commissioner Noffsker stated that he would like to see a projection of demand of jet A fuel out
at the Airport. Commissioner Glover told Mr. Robinson to bring in SLV REC to answer
questions, and stated that the Board would review the bids further.
At 12:03 PM the Board considered updating the “Airport Layout Plan” (this was out of order on
the agenda). Mr. Barraclough and Mr. Robinson reported that they went through the data
provided from the contractor, and the Airport Advisory Board also reviewed the plan.
Commissioner Noffsker stated that they need to think about how this plan fits in with the Airport
expansion. Mr. Robinson stated that no plan or design will be “fool proof”, it is only the best
they can do at the time. Mr. Robinson asked when he could present the full plan. It was
decided he would present it the following week during a work session. Mr. Robinson also
reiterated that there are seven people right now that want a tract at the Airport.
At 12:20 PM the Board recessed for lunch.
Public Hearing
At 1:30 PM the Board reconvened as the Board of County Commissioners. The Public Hearing
was called to order for a conditional use application for a laminate post making operation for
Homer and Rosie Miller, 5399 State Highway 370 (10 South), Monte Vista, Colorado. Ms. Diltz
reported that they will operate out of an existing building on the property. On December 14,
2021, the Rio Grande County Planning Commission reviewed the conditional use application
submitted by Mr. Miller, and after hearing the application and testimony of the applicant, the
Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval for the conditional use. There were no
citizens in attendance of the public hearing opposed to this conditional use permit.
Commissioner Noffsker moved to approve the conditional use application for the laminate post
making operation for Mr. and Mrs. Miller. Commissioner Deacon seconded the motion, and the
motion carried.
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At 1:38 PM the Public Hearing was closed.
At 1:39 PM Commissioner Deacon moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Noffsker
seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned.
Attest:

____________________________________________________________________________
Gene Glover
Aubrey Pargin
Chairman of the Board
Clerk of the Board
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The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday,
February 16, 2022. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Gene Glover at 10:01 AM. A
prayer was led by Commissioner John Noffsker and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Present were Commissioner Gene Glover, Commissioner John Noffsker, Commissioner Scott
Deacon, County Administrator Craig Barraclough, County Attorney Nancy Lake, and Clerk of
the Board Aubrey Pargin. All present had masks on. After roll call, Commissioner Glover stated
that all present could take off their masks. Commissioner Glover stated that they were do doing
this to protest mask mandates for health care workers (in nursing homes and assisted living
facilities) who have been wearing masks eight hours a day or longer. He stated they would like
to see this done away with.
Agenda Approval
At 10:02 AM Ms. Lake stated that there is a resolution establishing a different cap in regard to
annual leave; this is not a policy change and there is no change to the handbook.
Commissioner Deacon moved to approve the Agenda. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the
motion, and the motion carried. Mr. Barraclough stated that Earl Robinson was present, so Mr.
Robinson would be discussing item “C” on the Agenda.
Public Comment
At 10:04 AM Rebecca Fincham, concerned citizen, was present for public comment. She stated
that there are six semi-trucks and two dump trucks hauling loads by her house as early as 7 AM
in the morning. She also stated that they are ripping up a dike in front of her house (at Twin
Mountains), and taking the loads up to South Fork. Commissioner Glover suggested she talk to
Dixie Diltz, Land Use Department, and he would follow up with Ms. Diltz after the meeting.
Consent Agenda






Void Checks (3)
Sign Resolution for Miller CUP Approved in Public Hearing, February 9, 2022
Consider Updated Letter of Support for Colorado Opportunity Scholarship Initiative
(COSI)
Ratification of Approved Contract for Specialist Attorney Group for Railroad Bankruptcy
and Tax Reclamation
BOH/BOCC Proclamation of Autonomy for Schools’ Decisions Regarding Covid-19

At 10:10 AM Commissioner Noffsker asked about the COSI letter. Mr. Barraclough stated that
the letter needed to be turned in today. Commissioner Noffsker and Commissioner Glover both
agreed that the letter was not well written. Commissioner Glover stated that COSI needed to
come meet with the Board next year in order to get the Board’s support; he recommended that
they come talk to the Board in August. Commissioner Deacon moved to approve the Consent
Agenda, omitting the COSI letter of support. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and
the motion carried.
(Resolution #2022-10; See February 9, 2022.)
The Board took a break from 10:10 AM to 10:14 AM.
Public Hearing
At 10:15 AM the Public Hearing opened.
At 10:16 AM Cindy Hill, County Clerk and Recorder, was present and stated that the application
for the liquor license for Eduardo and Gloria Arroyo (dba) Eduardo Mexican Grill is complete
and has been sent to the Colorado Liquor Enforcement Division for concurrent review. Ms.
Lake stated that as a citizen she would like to see this restaurant open in her backyard, and she
thinks the County needs to promote more businesses like this one. Commissioner Deacon
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moved to grant the liquor license for Eduardo and Gloria Arroyo. Commissioner Noffsker
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 10:19 AM the Public Hearing closed.
County and Official Department Head Reports
At 10:20 AM Art Wittner, Emergency Manager, was present for his monthly update. There was
discussion on the power outages in December. Mr. Barraclough and Commissioner Glover
agreed that there needs to be a communication format about notifications during an incident.
There are times when incidents happen and the manager has to make a call right away and
then the Board will be contacted. Commissioner Glover voiced concern about the power outage
and the failure to let Rio Grande County know about it. Mr. Wittner met with Excel and they
admitted that notifications could have been better. Mr. Wittner presented the Board with an
operating plan update that is in conjunction with Department of Fire Prevention and Control.
Amendment #1 was added to the already existing plan, and signatures were needed from the
Commissioners. Commissioner Noffsker was concerned that he was not on this call. Mr.
Wittner stated that this is an operating plan that they were all on last year and this has one
amendment added to it. The Hazard Mitigation Plan covers all natural disasters; domestic
terrorism is not on this. It covers disasters that are not man made. Mr. Wittner reported that
this Operating Plan is done annually, and Alamosa County is the fiscal agent for this. The first
meeting is March 3, 2022 and they are looking for two people from each county to sit on the
Board. It was agreed that Commissioner Noffsker and Commissioner Deacon would be on this
Board. Mr. Wittner stated that he is sending the “All Hazards” call information to the Board. He
also stated that he met with Adam Moore the week before in regard to the Community Wildfire
Protection Plan (CWPP). Mr. Wittner gave a weather outlook update in regard to the snowpack,
drought, and monsoon season, and also said that CDOT is doing crack sealing and culvert work
in Monte Vista at Highway 285 MP 52 one mile north of Highway 160. He reported that they are
planning prescribed burns for the Blanca area February 22, 2022, and there could be smoke in
the area. Mr. Wittner stated that he would be out of the Valley the following week for the
Colorado Emergency Association conference. He stated district field manager, Dave Osborne,
would be covering for him while he was gone. Commissioner Noffsker stated that he is
concerned about the potential Emergency Operation Center in Del Norte. Ms. Lake stated that
she would like to be on the “incidence calls”.
General Business
At 10:46 AM the Board discussed a quote from San Luis Valley Rural Electric Company (SLV
REC) for three-phase installation at the Airport. Kurt Taffin, SLV REC lineman, was present to
answer questions. Mr. Taffin stated that the poles at the Airport are in good condition so they
will use them. Mr. Taffin also said he did a preliminary plan for power to six more hangars. He
stated that he thinks they could do it for less than $100,000. Mr. Taffin also reported that the
supply chain is very compromised right now; suppliers won’t lock in prices, if they do, it is only
for four days. He reported that he could only lock this in for the County until mid-March. Ms.
Lake stated that she wanted to see the paperwork from SLV REC. Commissioner Deacon
moved to proceed with the paperwork for SLV REC three-phase installation at the Airport.
Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion carried. Earl Robinson, Airport
Manager, said he will pick up the paperwork, or Mr. Taffin can take the paperwork to Ms. Lake.
At 11:10 AM the Board considered the purchase of a portable incinerator. Sheriff Don
McDonald was present to discuss the need for the County to have an incinerator. Sheriff
McDonald reported that the Sheriff’s Office has no means to destroy drugs or contraband. He
also stated that there are fifteen years’ worth of drugs, contraband, and contaminated clothing
that needs to be destroyed. Ms. Lake stated that there are many new mandates coming down
from the State, so they are going to need an incinerator to meet the mandates. Right now, the
Sheriff’s Office has to coordinate with Alamosa County to use their incinerator. Commissioner
Noffsker moved to approve of the purchase of a portable incinerator for $5,146. Commissioner
Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 11:20 AM the Board considered bids for Airport Jet A fuel installation. Commissioner
Noffsker moved to table this until the following week, so they can get further questions
answered and receive pictures of the catwalk for the bids. Commissioner Deacon seconded the
motion, and the motion carried.
At 11:21 AM the Board considered an update of the Annual Leave Policy. Commissioner
Noffsker moved to approve a resolution to extend the utilization of annual leave for the 2022
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fiscal year and create one cap. Commissioner Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion
carried.

At 11:24 AM the Board considered assignment of an alternate Commissioner to the Homeland
Security Executive Board. Commissioner Glover nominated Commissioner Scott Deacon to the
Homeland Security Executive Board. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the
motion carried.
At 11:25 AM the Board considered an insert into local papers regarding opening of Outcalt
Event & Conference Center at Ski Hi. There was discussion on showing Rio Grande County’s
support of the conference center opening. Mr. Barraclough stated that he would put an ad in
the Valley Courier the following day. Commissioner Noffsker moved to buy a quarter page
advertisement congratulating the success of the SLV Ski Hi Complex opening. Commissioner
Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Commissioners and Administrator Updates
At 11:36 AM Commissioner Deacon stated that he met with the SLV Housing Coalition. He
reported that they bought the Evans block in Alamosa and are working on putting in affordable
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housing in the next four to five years. He said they are also working on a deal with Mineral
County to build affordable housing in Mineral County. Commissioner Deacon reported that
middle income housing is needed. He also said that housing in the Forest Service building will
not be happening.
Commissioner Glover met with the Jail Task Force on Monday. He reported that they are
looking at a couple different locations. Commissioner Glover also went to an “opioid meeting”
and he found out they might start seeing settlement money towards the end of the year. He
also met with Safe Routes to School (SRTS) in Center and he is getting ideas for Rio Grande
County.
Commissioner Noffsker reported that he is worried about the direction of the Railroad. He
stated that the County’s concern is the public interest in the Railroad. He recommended that
“PR” is what the County needs to do, because he does not want to see the railroad scrapped.
Ms. Lake reported that she is going to appear on March 3 to represent the County in court. Ms.
Lake also said that she needs a list of people that use the rail. She is doing research on the
possibility of counties having equity in something like a Railroad.
At 12:31 PM Mr. Barraclough reported that the Administrative Support Clerk, who is working
three days a week, is working out great. He also reported that Bobbie Hatton has been moving
AP data entry over to the clerk. The Airport Advisory Board discussed the need to look at
updating lease contracts. The FlowMaster fuel system may need replaced soon, because it is a
thirteen-year-old system. Mr. Barraclough stated that he met with Terry Feed from the Colorado
Water Conservation Board and they are looking at laser aircraft data at no cost to the County.
This is flood plain mapping and elevation data if the County is interested in this.
At 12:42 PM Sheriff McDonald reported that they would be starting a DARE program at Sargent
Schools.
At 12:50 PM Commissioner Deacon moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Noffsker
seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned.

Attest:

____________________________________________________________________________
Gene Glover
Aubrey Pargin
Chairman of the Board
Clerk of the Board

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS
State of Colorado
County of Rio Grande

)
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The Rio Grande County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday,
February 23, 2022. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Gene Glover at 9:03 AM. A
prayer was led by Commissioner John Noffsker and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.
Present were Commissioner Gene Glover, Commissioner John Noffsker, Commissioner Scott
Deacon, County Administrator Craig Barraclough, County Attorney Nancy Lake, and Clerk of
the Board Aubrey Pargin.
Agenda Approval
At 9:03 AM Mr. Barraclough stated that the District Attorney’s office cancelled the executive
session with the Board they had scheduled today. The executive session will be moved to the
following week. Commissioner Noffsker voiced concern on getting confused with the Board
meeting start time and schedule. Ms. Lake stated that any information from Jody Kern, Director
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of Social Services, needs to be under “Board of Social Services”. Commissioner Glover voiced
concern on the meetings getting “clogged up” and things not getting done. Commissioner
Noffsker asked why there was a public hearing scheduled for an Onsite Waste Treatment
System (OWTS); he did not remember OWTS having public hearings in the past. Mr.
Barraclough reported that Randy Kern, Building Department, posted it and scheduled the public
hearing. Commissioner Glover recommended calling in or responding to the agenda if anyone
has concerns in regard to the agenda when it goes out. Commissioner Noffsker voiced
concerns on coming to meetings and not being informed about what the meeting is about
(example: meeting with the DA’s office today). Mr. Barraclough stated that it was a meeting
about “details of security or investigations”. Commissioner Deacon moved to approve the
Agenda as amended. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Public Comment
At 9:15 AM Commissioner Glover if there were any public comments. There were none.
Consent Agenda





Approval of Accounts Payable
Approval of Veterans Report
Approval of Financials
Approval of Service Agreement with REC

At 9:15 AM Commissioner Noffsker moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Commissioner
Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Vender
ALCON CONSTRUCTION, INC
CIELLO POWERED BY SLVREC
DON MCDONALD
WEX BANK
XCEL ENERGY
XCEL ENERGY
4 RIVERS EQUIPMENT, LLC.
AAAA STORAGE
AIRGAS USA, LLC
AIRNAV, LLC
ALAMOSA COUNTY
AMANDA KLAPPERICH
AMERICAN ELECTRIC COMPANY
BILL CLARK
BR PRINTERS, INC
CARICIA JOHNSTON
CARY ALOIA
CENTURYLINK
CHARLES STILLINGS
CHERILYN RUE
CHRIS RODRIGUEZ
CLEANING SOLUTIONS
CO DEPT OF PUB HLTH & ENV
CO.BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO
COLORADO COUNTIES CASUALTY & PROP. POOL
COMMUNITY PLANNING STRATEGIES, LLC
COSTILLA COUNTY PUBLIC
COUNTY WORKER'S COMPENSATION POOL
Darla Anderson
DEE KESSLER
DIGITCOM ELECTRONICS, INC
GOBINS, INC
GOOGLE, LLC
GREAT AMERICA FINANCIAL
GUNBARREL STATION, INC
HAYNIE'S INC.
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Amount
21,100.00
697.13
396.96
4,529.00
6,186.93
2,666.26
2,104.72
45.00
261.44
50.00
315.00
39.92
50.36
93.50
1,923.84
25.00
105.16
208.89
95.30
151.20
3,055.63
5,265.28
50.00
105.00
303,095.00
1,157.50
2,655.83
4,425.00
2,485.00
22,251.00
466.88
53.56
6.00
256.22
90.00
351.34

HELEN LESTER
INLAND TRUCK PARTS & SERVICE
JADE COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
JAMES CLARE
JANET SANCHEZ
JEAN BORREGO
JERRY GALLEGOS
JETZ SERVICE CO, INC
JOSEPH LUCERO
LENCO WEST, INC
LEROY A ROMERO
LOWE'S PAY AND SAVE, INC
MADDOX COLLECTIONS
MARC MID-AMERICA CHEMICAL
MARK MUELLER
MDS WASTE & RECYCLE, INC
MICHAEL MITCHELL
MIKE SCHAEFER
MINERALS TECHNOLOGY CORP.
MOBILE RECORD SHREDDERS, LLC
MONTE VISTA COOPERATIVE
MYERS BROTHERS TRUCK AND TRACTOR,
INC
NOTES & NUMBERS, LLC.
PACIFIC CONCEPTS
PRO COM, LLC
RESPONSE TECHNOLOGIES, LTD
RIO GRANDE COUNTY
ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOME
RUSSELL PRATT
S & S DISTRIBUTION, INC
SAFETY - KLEEN
SAGUACHE COUNTY JAIL
SLV DEVELOPMENT RESOURCE GROUP
SLV PARTS, INC
SLV REC
SLV WEED MANAGEMENT ASSOC.
SPARKLE CLEANERS
STAPLES BUSINESS CREDIT
STEFFENS QUALITY PLUMBING
TOP VALUE
TRAVIS CROSS
TU CASA, INC
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES, INC
ULINE
UNITED REPROGRAPHIC
VALLEY COURIER
VALLEY LOCK AND SECURITY, INC
VERIZON WIRELESS
WAGNER EQUIPMENT
WAXIE SANITARY SUPPLY
WEAVERS LEVEL BEST SEPTIC
WEX BANK
WORLD FUEL SERVICES, INC
WSB COMPUTER SERVICES
XCEL ENERGY

1,022.79
91.94
98.94
77.90
2,400.00
5,501.10
81.96
93.78
300.00
115.22
150.00
71.38
46.50
118.49
83.12
45.00
94.72
83.12
140.00
28.00
169.04
965.13
500.00
353.68
90.00
593.32
5,391.80
1,003.47
91.24
96.20
226.07
810.00
287,604.00
272.52
193.00
500.00
80.00
176.39
2,060.00
57.30
159.20
175.00
8,514.72
229.49
26.29
705.00
219.80
348.33
1,071.00
267.20
1,132.50
1,569.69
17,252.56
826.04
2,994.39
734,183.18
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The Colorado Revised Statutes, under CRS 30-25-111 (1.5), requires counties to
publish salary information for all their employees twice annually, in February
and in August of each year. The full listing published in February reports each
employee by job title, and the total amount of wages paid to the employee
during the prior year. The full listing published in August reports each employee
by job title, and the monthly salary as of June 30 of the current year. In
addition to wages, all Rio Grande County employees are provided fringe
benefits, per CRS 30-25-111 (1.5) each publication shall be accompanied by the
countywide average percentage of salary that is paid in addition to regular
wages as fringe benefits.
th

PURSUANT TO CRS 30-25-111 (1.5), BY ORDER OF THE RIO GRANDE COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, PUBLICATION OF RIO GRANDE COUNTY
ANNUAL SALARIES FROM JANUARY 1, 2021 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021.
2021 RIO GRANDE COUNTY FRINGE BENEFITS IS 28%
PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 23rd 2022.
Department Name
ADMINISTRATION
ADMINISTRATION
ADMINISTRATION
ADMINISTRATION
ADMINISTRATION - R&B
AIRPORT MANAGEMENT
ASSESSOR
ASSESSOR
ASSESSOR
ASSESSOR
ASSESSOR
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
BUILDING DEPARTMENT
CLERK & RECORDER
CLERK & RECORDER
CLERK & RECORDER
CLERK & RECORDER
CLERK & RECORDER
CLERK & RECORDER
COMMISSIONERS
COMMISSIONERS
COMMISSIONERS
CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION
CONSTRUCTION
CORONER
CORONER

Position
Administrator
Human Resources
Executive Admin Assistant
Finance Manager
Office Manager
Airport Manager
Appraiser
Assessor-Elected
Clerk
Clerk
Appraiser
Clerk
Land Use/Building Insp
PT Building Inspector
Clerk-Elected
Clerk
Clerk
Deputy Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Equipment Operator
Equipment Operator
Equipment Operator
Clerk/Typist/Secretary
Equipment Operator
Foreman
R&B Supervisor
Equipment Operator
Coroner transport
Coroner-Elected
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Salary
46,584.46
60,043.45
50,702.91
52,680.16
44,686.83
22,639.16
37,724.15
60,538.99
40,043.31
37,609.75
47,591.82
33,546.87
72,906.67
4,702.50
60,538.99
16,539.79
30,780.22
54,145.43
53,091.59
30,985.09
61,365.57
62,831.03
58,038.96
53,033.16
35,556.22
34,297.96
39,649.63
36,936.48
64,097.23
95,404.87
34,164.24
3,000.00
28,308.07

CORONER
COURTHOUSE SECURITY
COURTHOUSE SECURITY
COVID-19 ELC
ELECTIONS
ELECTIONS
EMERGENCY PREPARD.OFFICER
EXTENSION SERVICE
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
JAIL
LAND USE
MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS
MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
MAINTENANCE OF CONDITION
PEST CONTROL DISTRICT
PEST CONTROL DISTRICT
PUBLIC HEALTH
PUBLIC HEALTH
PUBLIC HEALTH
PUBLIC HEALTH
PUBLIC HEALTH
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF

Deputy Coroner
Court House Security
Courthouse Security
Case Manager
Clerk
Clerk
Emergency Preparedness
Office Manager
Detention Lieutenant
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Jail Administrator
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Nurse
Cook
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Cook
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Doctor
Dispatcher/Detention
Dispatcher/Detention
Land Use
Custodian
Custodian
Equipment Operator
Equipment Operator
Equipment Operator
Equipment Operator
Welder
Equipment Operator
Equipment Operator
Equipment Operator
Asst Rad Supervisor
Mechanic
PC Sprayer
Pest District Supervisor
Director
Office Assistant
Nurse
Health Equity Specialist
Operations Manager
Records Management
Deputy Officer
Evidence Clerk
Deputy Officer
Office Manager
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15,700.03
38,150.51
23,083.71
49,659.66
34,253.49
38,638.23
38,331.75
14,086.09
53,417.47
42,425.16
10,755.75
61,215.91
36,814.52
31,326.09
40,773.03
46,171.45
28,197.21
77,606.35
41,257.42
57,149.75
27,151.50
25,117.33
42,628.72
46,172.23
40,104.01
45,706.12
45,879.55
12,899.23
42,066.58
17,980.79
55,517.59
29,709.40
52,318.35
29,747.47
61,074.79
39,877.34
40,229.83
60,489.31
40,009.62
59,755.71
56,917.03
66,401.85
60,246.85
15,890.24
51,369.10
95,564.36
34,262.78
62,744.55
18,429.58
50,237.65
37,209.41
46,618.14
7,483.62
44,921.88
42,447.42

SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SHERIFF
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
SOCIAL SERVICES DEPT
TREASURER
TREASURER
TREASURER
TREASURER
VETERANS SERVICES

Under Sheriff
Lieutenant
Civil Process Server
Investigator
Deputy Officer
Sheriff-Elected
Deputy Officer
Records Management
Deputy Officer
Investigator
Caseworker
Case Manager
Income Maintenance Tech
Case Manager
Income Maintenance Tech
Unit Supervisor
Income Maintenance Tech
Case Aid-Living Skills
Clerk/Typist/Secretary
Legal Technician
Accountant
Director of Social Services
Caseworker
Legal Technician
Case Aid-Living Skills
Income Maintenance Tech
Unit Supervisor
DSS Office Manager
Unit Supervisor
Income Maintenance Tech
Unit Supervisor
Legal Technician
Caseworker
Legal Technician
Unit Supervisor
Unit Supervisor
Caseworker
Caseworker
Income Maintenance Tech
Income Maintenance Tech
Income Maintenance Tech
Clerk
Clerk
Deputy Treasure
Treasure-Elected
Veterans Office

57,481.55
52,679.05
57,278.36
43,981.35
44,890.78
77,775.00
49,783.42
36,803.98
53,400.12
45,749.29
48,058.03
33,154.09
11,784.52
30,510.21
39,951.43
40,261.84
36,191.21
2,200.69
29,941.43
42,304.45
55,470.16
99,117.67
42,714.03
33,105.34
30,872.59
34,662.03
66,837.03
38,198.07
56,147.79
39,710.95
71,552.17
33,105.34
44,901.31
43,144.59
42,676.59
55,449.03
46,441.84
43,025.53
16,994.81
35,356.53
35,547.66
2,428.24
33,945.80
34,933.19
73,353.99
16,525.50

(Out of Order - went to General Business, Jody wasn’t present yet)
General Business
At 9:16 AM the Board considered a resignation and an appointment to the Weed and Pest
District. Commissioner Noffsker moved to accept the resignation of Doug Cooper, and approve
the appointment of Anthony Aries to the Weed and Pest District Board. Commissioner Deacon
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
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At 9:20 AM the Board considered approval of purchase of a LiveScan System for the Sheriff’s
Office (Sheriff McDonald was not present yet). There was discussion with Amanda Klapperich,
Finance Manager, in regard to budgeting issues, and getting an updated bid for the DSS lobby
and prioritizing ARPA funds. Commissioner Glover said he would talk to Ms. Kern about getting
an updated bid for the DSS lobby. Ms. Klapperich stated that she had concerns about “big
items” being proposed that have not been budgeted for. Commissioner Noffsker moved to table
the consideration of a LiveScan System for the Sheriff’s Office. Commissioner Deacon
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
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At 9:35 AM the Board considered the adoption of an update to the Rio Grande County Fire
Operating Plan (AOP). Mr. Barraclough stated that Art Wittner, Emergency Manager, was out
of town and unable to come to the meeting. Mr. Barraclough reported that the update to the
plan is to add the agreement number to the US Fish and Wildlife Service on the AOP.
Commissioner Noffsker voiced concern on not being involved in the meetings. He said in years
past he was, and this year they are voting on things they are not sure about. Ms. Lake stated
that in the past cover letters were required, and it is concerning to have an amendment to an
AOP without a cover letter explaining it in detail so the Board is informed and know what they
are voting for. Commissioner Noffsker moved to table it. Commissioner Deacon seconded it,
and the item was tabled.
County Official and Department Head Reports
At 9:40 AM Armando Ross, Weed and Pest District, was present to give an update (out of order
on the Agenda). Mr. Ross stated that they are putting on a Good Agricultural Practices (GAP)
class with Kay Harmon free of charge as a courtesy for the community. The town of Del Norte
signed a new contract with the weed district for next year. South Fork has a new manager, and
Mr. Ross is looking forward to working with him. Mr. Ross is looking at buying a new nurse
trailer. He also reported that he went to the Agriculture Conference, and he is still working with
Monte Vista Schools. Mr. Ross is going to all the ditch company meetings. There was
discussion on water at the shop and putting in a two-inch pump so it will take them less time to
fill tanks.
At 9:56 AM Sheriff McDonald was present to discuss the LiveScan System (out of order on the
Agenda). He reported that the system they have now has to reset 2-3 times a week; and
sometimes it won’t even take pictures. The last time it was updated was ten years ago.
Commissioner Deacon asked why there was only a one-year warranty on the system. Sheriff
McDonald stated that this is the only system criminal certified, and it includes a printer, palm
scanner, camera for mugshots, cabinet, installation, and training for staff. Commissioner Glover
asked why this item was not in the budget. Sheriff McDonald said that he is trying to keep
civilian side versus jail side separate and this item will qualify for COVID-19 funding. Ms.
Klapperich recommended that the Sheriff get more bids. Commissioner Glover asked to get
more information together for the following week’s meeting.
At 10:18 AM the Board moved into the Board of Social Services.
Actions as the Board of Social Services
At 10:18 AM Jody Kern, Director of Social Services, gave her monthly report. Ms. Kern reported
that she is now the County co-chair for Finance Sub-PAC. This requires her to attend several
other meetings for consistency of information and now she has a conflict with the Health
Coalition Steering committee so she will not be able to attend those meetings. DSS is currently
having a Low Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) management evaluation, and is also having a
CBI audit on fingerprint requests. The State is looking at auditing the county Merit Systems and
compliance. She was also notified of a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
County Management Evaluation for this July. DSS is also having the normal County audit and
ten-year audit for closing out the Single-Entry Program. Ms. Kern also informed the Board that
there is a lot of potential legislation that could affect her department. There is a Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) bill that will, as written, drastically change the program
and the financial implications could be huge for DSS. Commissioner Noffsker reiterated that
rural America has legitimate concerns with legislation and the first concern should be child
placement. Ms. Kern said that the problem is starting at the federal level. She has seen
“burnout” with staff as a result.
Ms. Kern asked the Board to leave the meetings at a certain start time because many
department heads structure their day around when the meeting starts. Commissioner Glover
asked about bids for the entry way at the DSS building. Ms. Kern recommended putting an ad
in the paper asking for bids so that they can try to get three bids. Mr. Barraclough said he will
put out an ad and Ms. Kern said that she would send the “specs” to Craig. There was
discussion on keeping meetings at a set time. Ms. Kern also recommended work sessions with
all department heads when a decision effects more than one department.
At 10:49 AM the Board exited the Board of Social Services and reconvened as the Board of
County Commissioners.
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At 10:49 AM Art Wittner attended the meeting via Zoom (this was out of the order on the
Agenda). Mr. Wittner did say that he has a cover letter from the January meeting that was
cancelled.
At 10:51 AM Ms. Lake recommended that if Mr. Barraclough gets a request for an executive
session, then she needs to know because she is the repository for this. Mr. Barraclough stated
that the bottom line coming out of this meeting is that he needs to communicate more.
The Board took a short break from 10:54 AM to 11:00 AM.
At 11:00 AM the Board considered bids for the Jet A fuel installation at the Airport. There was
discussion on the drawings for ladders or catwalks on the bids. There was also discussion on
making sure there is “Y three phase four wire 277480 volt” on the bid they choose. Ms. Lake
said she talked to the Department of Public Safety and they stated that a chain across the
ladder with a sign that says “authorized personnel only” is recommended, and only people with
personal insurance will be the ones authorized to use the ladder. The Board called the Mascott
representative and Commissioner Deacon asked about the four wire “Y” 277480 configuration.
The representative sent updated wire configuration papers, and Commissioner Deacon
confirmed the “Y” 277480 three phase wiring for the Jet A fuel tank bid. Commissioner Noffsker
moved to approve the Mascott Jet A fuel tank bid based on American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
fund eligibility. Commissioner Deacon seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Commissioner Deacon moved to accept the SLV REC proposal hinging on if it qualifies for
ARPA funds. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
At 11:48 AM Commissioner Noffsker moved to recess and reconvene at 1 PM. Commissioner
Deacon seconded the motion, and the Board recessed.
Public Hearing
At 1:43 PM the Board reconvened as the BOCC. The Board moved into the Board of Health
and the Public Hearing was called to order.
At 1:45 PM the Board of Health considered a request for a variance to the Rio Grande County
On-Site Wastewater Treatment System (OWTS) Regulations submitted by Stephen Earsom.
Randy Kern, Building Department, stated that Mr. Earsom owns Lots 10-11-12, Block 17, Alpine
Village #4. His desire is to build a three-bedroom dwelling with a well and septic system on the
property. The area of the three combined lots totals .45 acre. However, Rio Grande County’s
OWTS Regulations specifically prohibits construction of any septic system (OWTS) in
subdivisions platted with lots smaller than ½ acre unless enough contiguous lots can be
combined to create a minimum of a ½ acre parcel. Mr. Kern stated that Mr. Earsom has
submitted a complete variance application along with documents to support his request and has
paid the required variance fee. The Building Department heard from the Forest Service and
Andrew Petersen, neighbor, and they did not have an issue with the variance. A property owner
to the east, Tommy Getz, is in favor of the variance because they are in the same lot
configuration. The neighbors to the west did not respond to Mr. Kern’s letter. Mr. Earsom,
attending via Zoom, stated that the three reasons to approve the variance are: it will not create a
ph problem (he has sought expert opinion from Richard Silkey, project engineer). He has
owned the property for almost sixty years and plans to have the property in his family for many
more years to come (he is not looking to turn around and sell property). If the Board approves
this, he will get an inspection on the septic system every three years. Ms. Lake recommended
that the County can approve variances on a case-by-case basis for new septic systems, rather
than making an across-the-board change to acreage in the code book. Ms. Lake stated she did
not have a problem with this variance request. Ms. Lake asked if a soil test has been done. Mr.
Kern said that it had been done. Commissioner Glover stated that he does not see a problem
with this variance request. He said this will not be a blanket change for OWTS systems.
Commissioner Deacon stated that septic systems are so much better than systems put in 20-30
years ago. Commissioner Noffsker voiced concerns granting the variance. Mr. Kern reiterated
that the application is complete and the criteria was met. Mr. Silkey reminded the Board that
this system meets all setback requirements, because the land borders National Forest. He
stated that these setback requirements are what can be enforced in the future. Mr. Silkey also
said that he evaluated the property to the east also. Commissioner Noffsker stressed the
challenges that Alpine Village subdivision has faced over the years. Mr. Silkey stated that
setbacks are what are helping achieve the requirements for this septic system. Commissioner
Deacon moved to approve the variance request for Stephen Earsom, because there is enough
undeveloped land around this property. Commissioner Noffsker seconded the motion, and the
motion carried.
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Dr. Kolawole Bankole (attended via Zoom) stated that he received the application and it was
complete. In the application they addressed Public Health and pollution; the application went
beyond what was required.
At 2:50 PM the Public Hearing closed and the Board of Health moved back into the Board of
County Commissioners.
Administrative and Commissioners Updates
Ms. Lake stated that “administration priorities” will be discussed this Friday.
Commissioner Noffsker reported that he is going to meet with the attorneys in regard to the
Railroad on March 3. They are waiting to hear from Huerfano County to see if they are on
board with Rio Grande County. Ms. Lake stated that they might be filing joint appearances if
other counties are on board.
Mr. Barraclough stated that Monday at 11:30 AM there would be a joint meeting with the City of
Monte Vista.
At 2:57 AM Commissioner Deacon moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Noffsker
seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned.
Attest:

____________________________________________________________________________
Gene Glover
Aubrey Pargin
Chairman of the Board
Clerk of the Board
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