
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS 
 
State of Colorado  ) 
    ss 
County of Rio Grande  ) 
 
The Board of Rio Grande County Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday, May 6, 
2015. Members present were Chairman Doug Davie, Commissioner Karla Shriver, 
Commissioner Pam Bricker, County Administrator Carol Osborn, Financial Officer Suzanne 
Benton, and Clerk of the Board Mona Syring.  
 
At 9:00 a.m., Chairman Davie called the meeting to order. Financial Officer Benton led the 
opening prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance was said. Commissioner Shriver moved to accept the 
agenda as presented. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
Commissioner Shriver moved to accept the minutes from the April 29, 2015, meeting with 
changes. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion and the motion carried. Chairman Davie 
asked if there were any public comments and there were none. 
 
Brenda Felmlee, Field Representative for Congressman Scott Tipton, was present to update the 
Board: 
  

 There will be a tribute for Pat Sullivan soon.  
 Assistance is available for the weed issues at the wildlife refuges.  
 Cathy Garcia is working for Congressman Corey Gardner. 
 A meeting will be held May 7, 2015, from 10:00 to 12:00, at Adams State University’s 

McDaniel Hall with the Veterans Association to address service issues. 
 She will check on the re-appropriation of Payments in Lieu of Taxes funds for the year. 
 She reminded the Board that funds from timber sales are only good for use on roads 

used by timber companies. 
 
Commissioner Shriver reported that Bob Bryning asked her if the County had appropriated 
$7,000.00 for the Veterans Park in Monte Vista. Commissioner Shriver said she recalled that 
the Board committed in-kind funds. Ms. Benton will research the question and report to the 
Board. 
 
At 9:15 a.m., County claims were presented. Commissioner Shriver made a motion to approve 
the claims. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bricker, and the motion carried. 
 
COUNTY GENERAL   
Adams Cnty/Dept of Fina Sheriff  $375.00  
Alamosa County SLV Veterans Transp.  $500.00  
Amsterdam Printing Office Supplies  $127.00  
CDHS Central Accounting Sheriff  $24.00  
Century Link Telephone  $412.27  
Century Link Telephone  $519.15  
Century Link Telephone  $126.94  
Century Link Telephone  $9.24  
Century Link Telephone  $730.76  
Chaffee County Sheriff Prescription Drugs  $2,865.38  
CO County Clerk's Assn Conference  $104.00  
CO Bureau of Investigation Drug Testing  $367.50  
Colorado Counties Inc. CCI Conference  $350.00  
Colorado Dept. of Health X-Ray Fee  $50.00  
Creative Product Source Sheriff  $241.61  
Custom Badge Sheriff  $158.00  
Del Norte Auto Supply Parts  $18.13  
District Attorney Office Monthly Portion Budget  $14,583.33  
Hart Intercivic Ballots  $3,121.11  
Jeanette Howey Center Recall  $25.00  
Jerry Dennis Emergency  $712.72  
Kathy's Fabric Trunk Museum  $25.00  
Ken's Service Center Repairs  $69.29  
Maddox Collections Drug Collection  $90.00  
Main Copy Source Copies  $531.25  
Margrit Thorne Center Recall  $25.00  
Mike Burnett Contract  $1,237.00  
Mocha Moose Coffee House RWEACT  $25.90  



O&V Printing Paper  $50.00  
Pam Bricker Mileage  $135.00  
Pitney Bowes Service Charge  $285.00  
Pro Com Pre-employment Testing  $30.00  
Saguache County Jail Sheriff  $270.00  
Sirchie Products Sheriff  $73.22  
Thyssenkrupp Elevator Maintenance  $743.40  
United Reprographic Maintenance Agreement  $83.99  
Upper Rio Grande EDC Grant  $2,500.00  
Valley Courier Ad  $195.75  
Valley Lock and Security Museum  $105.00  
Valley Publishing Ad, Subscription  $102.60  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $102.45  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $14.04  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $1,260.60  
Victim Assistance Fund   $24.00  
Wex Bank Fuel  $3,041.91  
WSB Computer Services Copier, Supplies  $230.00  
Xcel Energy Gas/Electric  $2,131.01  
Xcel Energy Gas/Electric  $3,798.81  
Xerox Business Services Land Records  $1,248.68  
TOTAL   $43,850.04  
   
Alpha Medical Distrib Coroner  $495.00  
Billings Electric Museum  $93.08  
Broadband Holdings, LLC Sheriff  $93.00  
Business Solutions Leas Copier  $54.73  
Century Link Telephone  $44.14  
Century Link Telephone  $94.42  
CO County Clerk's Assn CCCA Summer Conference  $500.00  
Coast to Coast Solution Office Supplies  $717.32  
Del Norte Auto Supply Parts  $259.72  
Direct TV Sheriff  $142.98  
District Attorney Office Monthly Budget  $14,583.33  
First Bankcard Sheriff  $2,619.83  
Gobins Sheriff  $205.72  
Great America Financial Copier Lease  $452.00  
J&S Appliance SVC Sheriff  $506.95  
Jack's Market Sheriff  $756.69  
Jeff Babcock Homeland Security  $4,769.27  
Joleen Trujillo Nursing Reimbursement  $110.70  
Karla Shriver Mileage/Travel  $219.60  
Ken's Service Center Sheriff  $239.05  
LEDS, LLC Web Storage, Doc 

Management 
 $3,486.00  

Linda Slade Clerk  $835.00  
Logictreeit Solutions Sheriff  $1,859.00  
Maddox Collections Drug Collection  $120.00  
Meadow Gold Dairies, Inc. Sheriff  $306.90  
Megan Wilson Mileage   $28.80  
Michelle Montoya Mileage  $57.60  
Monte Vista Journal Subscription  $69.50  
O&V Printing Business Cards  $125.00  
Pam Bricker Mileage  $135.00  
Peggy J. Kern Mileage  $10.35  
Rio Grande Pharmacy Sheriff  $2,739.02  
Safeway Inc. Sheriff  $205.09  
Shamrock Foods Company Sheriff  $3,354.19  
Sherryl Steving Mileage  $28.80  
State of Colorado Printing  $436.28  
Sue Davis MRC Salary  $5,557.50  
Torres Plumbing & Heating Sheriff  $6,330.14  
Total Office Solutions Office Supplies  $855.77  
Tri County Senior Citizens Transportation  $1,500.00  
United Reprographic Maintenance  $81.94  
Valley Courier Ad  $279.00  
Valley Publishing Ad  $99.30  
Vendola Plumbing Sheriff  $750.99  



Verizon Wireless Telephone  $101.45  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $14.04  
Waste Management Trash  $6,365.76  
Waxie Sanitary Supply Cleaning Supplies  $1,063.14  
Wex Bank Fuel  $172.09  
William F. Dunn Legal  $2,575.00  
WSB Computer Services Printer Supplies, Contract  $1,935.00  
Xerox Business Services Web Hosting, Software  $2,549.00  
TOTAL     $70,984.18  
   
American Fidelity April Payroll  $223.58  
American Public Life April Payroll  $119.40  
Community Bank April Payroll  $64,041.70  
Credit Service: Legal De April Payroll  $179.03  
Family Support Registry April Payroll  $550.00  
Family Support Registry April Payroll  $54.16  
Family Support Registry April Payroll  $355.00  
Family Support Registry April Payroll  $405.00  
Internal Revenue Service April Payroll  $1,188.08  
Rio Grande County Treas April Payroll  $50,936.86  
Security Benefit April Payroll  $175.00  
TOTAL   $118,227.81  
   
ROAD & BRIDGE   
Century Link Telephone  $56.09  
Century Link Telephone  $397.05  
Digitcom Electronics Electronics  $144.00  
Gobins Copier  $31.50  
Gunbarrel Service Station Repairs  $207.00  
Interwest Safety Supply Traffic Barrels & Cones  $4,773.28  
Mathias Concrete Inc. Blocks  $420.00  
Michael Todd & Company Parts  $2,607.25  
Monte Vista Machine Tool Parts  $43.93  
Monte Vista Tractor Parts  $313.15  
Myers Brothers Truck Parts  $300.64  
SLV Glass Repairs  $95.00  
SLV REC Electric  $35.00  
South Fork Propane Propane  $328.00  
Staples Business Office Supplies  $29.10  
Valley Tractor Repair Repairs  $241.98  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $143.84  
Wagner Equipment Parts  $1,950.33  
Whitehall's Alpine Parts  $57.40  
Xcel Energy Electric/Gas  $2,182.31  
TOTAL   $14,356.85  
   
Airgas USA, LLC Parts, Gases  $182.13  
Alta Fuels Fuel  $17,938.14  
Century Link Telephone  $399.88  
Century Link Telephone  $55.33  
Century Link Telephone  $50.30  
CFS Parts   $295.00  
Dragon ESP, Ltd. Parts  $123.85  
Drive Train Industries Parts  $1,601.64  
First Bankcard Credit Card  $101.00  
Gobins Copier  $31.50  
Grainger Parts Parts  $37.83  
Great America Financial Copier  $136.17  
Haynie's Inc. Repairs, Supplies  $1,366.25  
Intermountain Sales Parts  $68.00  
Lenco West Parts  $105.59  
Leroy A. Romero Cleaning  $125.00  
Lyle Signs Signs  $1,718.57  
Mackey Construction Co. Parts  $22.06  
Monte Vista Cooperative Parts  $299.41  
Monte Vista Tractor Parts  $67.09  
Myers Brothers Truck Parts  $428.42  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $143.94  



Volvo of Denver Parts  $2,143.98  
Wex Bank Fuel  $728.24  
Xcel Energy Electric/Gas  $1,218.82  
TOTAL   $29,388.14  
   
American Fidelity April Payroll  $253.70  
American Public Life April Payroll  $65.40  
Community Bank April Payroll  $23,244.64  
Rio Grande County Treas April Payroll  $19,058.63  
Security Benefit April Payroll  $30.00  
TOTAL   $42,652.37  
   
DSS   
American Fidelity April Payroll  $267.64  
American Public Life April Payroll  $126.30  
Community Bank April Payroll  $35,567.72  
Rio Grande County Treas April Payroll  $25,911.16  
Security Benefit April Payroll  $155.00  
TOTAL   $62,027.82  
   
PEST CONTROL   
Monte Vista Cooperative Tires  $10.00  
SLV REC Electric  $80.00  
Valley Courier Ad  $339.45  
Valley Publishing Ad  $71.25  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $32.11  
TOTAL   $532.81  
   
Century Link Telephone  $86.82  
Del Norte Auto Supply Parts  $50.66  
First Bankcard Credit Card  $167.76  
Maddox Collections Drug Collection  $30.00  
Rio Grande County Clerk Title  $9.09  
Valley Publishing Ad  $45.00  
Warne Chemical & Equip. Spray Supplies  $2,635.00  
TOTAL   $3,024.33  
   
Community Bank April Payroll  $1,983.28  
Rio Grande County Treas April Payroll  $746.83  
TOTAL   $2,730.11  
   
AIRPORT   
Century Link Telephone  $116.86  
TOTAL   $116.86  
   
SLV REC Electric  $674.00  
TOTAL   $674.00  
   
TOURISM   
Colorado Tourism Office Promotions  $1,000.00  
Master Print & Web Design Search Engine Optimization  $283.98  
Pen Craft Design Company Assistant, 

Postage/Envelopes 
 $806.13  

Rio Grande County Museum Information Center  $4,000.00  
San Luis Valley Tourism Promotions  $3,500.00  
Silver Spur Trade Shows Expo Booth  $265.00  
Tourism Intelligence Marketing Service  $1,450.09  
TOTAL   $11,305.20  
   
PUBLIC HEALTH   
Carol Keith Education  $150.00  
Century Link Telephone  $80.00  
Century Link Telephone  $2.07  
Century Link Telephone  $169.39  
Costilla County Public EPSDT  $2,140.00  
Early Childhood Council Healthy Comm Services  $2,265.00  
Lake County Public Health Public Health  $725.00  
Mekesson Medical Surgic Supplies  $130.95  



Office Alley Office Supplies  $19.95  
Pro Com Drug Test  $30.00  
Sanofi Pasteur, Inc. Vaccine  $287.58  
Valley Courier Ad  $148.50  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $53.26  
TOTAL   $6,201.70  
   
Century Link Telephone  $16.43  
Costilla County Public  EPSDT  $2,140.00  
First Bankcard Credit Card  $418.67  
Lake County Health Dept EPSDT  $725.00  
Saguache County Public 
Health 

Public Health  $1,550.00  

Staples Business Office Supplies  $228.09  
Valley Publishing Ad  $43.50  
Verizon Wireless Telephone  $52.75  
TOTAL   $5,174.44  
   
Community Bank April Payroll  $4,544.81  
Rio Grande County Treas April Payroll  $4,652.89  
TOTAL   $9,197.70 

 
At 9:30 a.m., Carol Osborn, County Administrator, presented action items. 
 
A request for an employee bonus was presented. Commissioner Bricker moved to approve the 
bonus for the extra effort and time. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shriver and the 
motion carried. 
 
The Rio Grande County Museum’s bylaws were signed on May 5, 2015. Commissioner Bricker 
moved to approve the Rio Grande County Museum Inc. bylaws and Memorandum of 
Understanding. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shriver and the motion carried. It 
was mentioned that the signage at the Museum needs repair. Ms. Osborn will ask Porfie Medina 
to look at the sign and report to the Board. 
 
Ms. Osborn requested a resolution, pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 42-5-204, committing 
$20.00 for Certified Vehicle Identification Number inspections. These inspections will be done 
by a Certified VIN Inspector now working at the Sheriff’s office. Commissioner Shriver made a 
motion to approve the resolution. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bricker and the 
motion carried. Book 575 Page 326 
 
Ms. Osborn and Ms. Benton reported that during a visit to High Valley Community Center, a 
request was made for new playground equipment: 
 

 Basketball court made from thick rubber  $1,500.00 
 Outside playset     $1,800.00 to $2,900.00 

 
Ms. Benton said that there was $10,000.00 in the Conservation Trust budget that has not been 
committed ($8,000.00 has been committed to South Fork; $7,000.00 has been committed to 
Monte Vista). Commissioner Bricker made a motion to commit $4,500.00 to High Valley 
Community Center for a basketball court and an outside playset. Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Ms. Osborn presented a letter from the Rio Grande County Library District requesting an opinion 
from the County Attorney regarding the District applying for a grant. The Board discussed the 
fact that the Library District is not a Title 32 District, and that while the County Board appoints its 
board members, it remains a separate district. It was decided that it is not the business of the 
County to be involved with the grant process of the Rio Grande County Library District. 
 
Ms. Osborn reported that Tom Acre of South Fork asked for input on improving enticements for 
new businesses in Rio Grande County. He specifically asked if new businesses could be 
exempted from paying property taxes for a few years. The Board agreed that this would not be 
an appropriate enticement due to the needs of the County schools for these funds. As an 
alternative, it was suggested that building permit fees might be waived. The Board noted that 
impact fees have already been waived and that Enterprise Zone credits are available. The 
Board agreed to review different options. 
 
The Sheriff’s meal report was presented. It was noted that a new cook has been hired and is 
working out well. 



 
 Inmate Meals: 3,690 
 Cook Meals:       32 
 Jailer Meals:     480 
 Office Meals:     115 
 TOTAL:  4,317 
 
 Food Cost:  $4,262.37 
 Cost Per Meal: $         .98 
 Average Cost for Six Months: $1.17 
 
Ms. Osborn presented a letter to the Rio Grande County Commissioners from the Colorado 
Coroners Standards and Training Board stating that at its April 15, 2015, quarterly meeting, it 
determined that Rio Grande County Coroner, Rusty Strohmayer, failed to comply with the 
training requirements of Section 30-10-601.8 of the Colorado Revised Statutes. He has not 
completed the required minimum of 20 hours of in-service training. The CCSTB is required to 
notify the County Commissioners of Mr. Strohmayer’s noncompliance (C.R.S. 30-10-601.9[1]). 
The Board is further informed that State law requires it to suspend Mr. Strohmayer’s salary until 
such time as the CCSTB determines that he is in compliance with the statutory training 
requirements. Once in compliance and upon notification by the CCSTB, the County must 
reinstate Mr. Strohmayer’s salary with back pay. 
 
Ms. Osborn sent a letter to Mr. Strohmayer on May 1, 2015, notifying him of the suspended 
salary until he is in compliance with State statutes. In addition, he was notified that payment of 
his health insurance ($616.81 per month) would be his responsibility as of June 1, 2015, until 
his training is back in compliance. At the time of the meeting no response had been received 
from Mr. Strohmayer. Commissioner Shriver moved to accept the recommendation from the 
State to suspend Mr. Strohmayer’s salary per C.R.S. 30-10-601.8 until his training is complete. 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bricker and the motion carried. The Board will wait 
until it is notified by the State that Mr. Strohmayer’s training has been completed before 
consideration for reinstatement.  
 
Ms. Osborn presented a Statement of Work from the Department of Public Health regarding the 
tuberculosis patient in Saguache. Commissioner Shriver moved to enter into the contract. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Bricker and the motion carried. 
 
Ms. Osborn presented two reminders: 
 

 Bureau of Land Management Open House, May 7, 2015, 3:00, Monte Vista 
 Rio Grande Clinic Construction Kick-off, May 8, 2015, at 10:30, Monte Vista 

 
At 10:00 a.m., Rose Vanderpool, Land Use Administrator, and Gary Martin, Reserve at River 
Island Ranch, were present to record a plat for 12 lots in the development in South Fork. Mr. 
Martin noted that previous errors have been rectified: easement definitions now state that the 12 
lots are part of a homeowners association, even though they are not part of River Island Ranch 
as a whole; well requirements for each lot will be determined based on the San Luis Valley 
Water Conservancy District standards; the covenants were recorded on the original plat in 2006. 
Ms. Osborn suggested adding a statement to the plat indicating that the changes were resolved 
as of May 6, 2015. Commissioner Shriver moved to approve the final plat. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Bricker and the motion carried. The plat was signed by Chairman 
Davie and Clerk Mona Syring. Book 575 Page 283 
 
Ms. Vanderpool requested Chairman Davie’s signature on a PUD from Tom Slade, giving all 
covenant and entitlements to the Homeowners Association. 
 
Ms. Vanderpool reported that there will be a work session with Pueblo Bank and Trust and other 
stakeholders on May 19, 2015, at 1:30 to discuss the central water system becoming a single-
well system. 
 
Ms. Vanderpool presented a request from Rio de la Vista for support for the Rio Grande 
Headwaters Land Trust conservation easement on the Dugan property on the northwest corner 
of Swede Lane in Monte Vista. This will be a Natural Resources Conservation Services grant 
managed by the Land Trust. Commissioner Bricker made a motion to write a letter of support. 
Commissioner Shriver seconded the motion and the motion carried. Ms. Osborn agreed to write 
the letter on County letterhead. 
 
At 10:25 a.m., Ms. Osborn reported that she is following Ms. Benton in learning the financials 
and came upon a question regarding credit card usage. Ms. Benton stated that personal 



charges may not be made on the County credit card. The larger issue that this brought up is one 
of efficiency in the day-to-day management of County department heads. Ms. Osborn requested 
that she be given the responsibility for this day-to-day management so that issues like the one 
stated above can be dealt with quickly and efficiently. Commissioner Shriver agreed, but stated 
that the Board would still require monthly reports. Commissioner Bricker moved that appointed 
department heads be supervised by Ms. Osborn in terms of day-to-day administration, effective 
immediately, noting that Ms. Osborn will report to the Board. Commissioner Shriver seconded 
the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Ms. Osborn and Ms. Benton brought up a question from Jody Kern, Department of Social 
Services regarding why minutes from the DSS minutes are kept at the DSS office. Ms. Kern 
also wants clarification on whether when she meets with the Board is she doing that as a 
department head or is it actually a meeting of the Board of DSS. Ms. Benton recommended that 
before meeting with DSS, the regular Board meeting be adjourned, and a board meeting of the 
Board of Social Services be called to order. It was agreed that the day-to-day operations (for 
contracts, etc.) would be handled by Ms. Osborn and that the DSS minutes would be housed at 
the DSS office. 
 
Ms. Benton recommended that when the Board goes into Executive Session, those sessions 
should be tape recorded; the tapes will be held and sealed for 90 days. 
 
Ms. Osborn requested that she get Board agenda items before the meeting so that the packets 
are complete. Chairman Davie commented that he likes the way the meeting packets are being 
prepared. 
 
Ms. Osborn and Ms. Benton reported on their recent trip to the airport they discovered items 
that don’t belong and need to be removed. They noted that the apron work is nearly finished. 
 
Ms. Benton said that if the Monte Vista Airport wants to build it must obtain a building permit. 
 
Ms. Benton reported that she would receive the audit draft by the end of the week. There were 
no findings, but the auditor had some suggestions based on recent personnel changes. 
 
At 11:30 a.m., the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attest: 
 
 
Doug Davie, Chairman     Mona Syring, Clerk and Recorder 
 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS 
 
State of Colorado  ) 
    ss 
County of Rio Grande  ) 
 
The Board of Rio Grande County Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday, May 
13, 2015. Members present were Chairman Doug Davie, Commissioner Karla Shriver, 
Commissioner Pam Bricker, County Administrator Carol Osborn, Financial Officer Suzanne 
Benton, and Clerk of the Board Mona Syring.  
 
At 9:00 a.m., Chairman Davie called the meeting to order. Administrator Osborn led the opening 
prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance was said. Commissioner Bricker moved to accept the agenda 
as presented. Commissioner Shriver seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
Commissioner Shriver moved to accept the minutes from the May 6, 2015, meeting with 
changes. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion and the motion carried. Chairman Davie 
asked if there were any public comments and there were none. 
 
At 9:05 a.m., Ms. Osborn presented a Petition for Abatement of Taxes from Ronald and Rita 
Courson, Kilgore, Texas, in the amount of $248.68. Commissioner Bricker moved to approve 
the abatement. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shriver, and the motion carried. 
 
Ms. Osborn presented the April 2015 Veterans Affair report. 
 
Ms. Osborn presented a summary of employee turnover. In 2014, 17 employees left their 
employment (eight from the Sheriff’s office). To date, in 2015, 11 employees left their 
employment (nine from the Sheriff’s office). Ms. Osborn asked for clarification about the number 



of hours the employees of the Sheriff’s office work, in relation to the number of hours for which 
they are paid. Commissioner Shriver explained that they work 32 hours per week and are paid 
for 35 hours, which the Sheriff says saves the County overtime. She noted that this has been an 
ongoing discussion with the Sheriff Department. Ms. Benton noted that Fair Labor Standards 
takes monthly hours into consideration, rather than weekly hours. 
 
Ms. Osborn reported that three of the six local coroners are currently out of compliance with 
their in-service training, including Rio Grande County Coroner Strohmayer. She noted that 
Deputy Coroners are also required to obtain training. 
 
At 9:15 a.m., Patrick Sullivan, Road and Bridge Supervisor, was present to update the Board. 
There were no questions on his written report.  
 
Mr. Sullivan reported that the drag strip at Movie Manor in Monte Vista had been graded. Due to 
the recent rains, very little water was needed. The promoter of the event, Mike Nicholas was 
very helpful. Mr. Nicholas is renting the bleachers for the two-day event (June 12-14, 2015), and 
the Movie Manor Motel is completely booked for the event. Commissioner Shriver said that the 
Monte Villa also has several room reservations. 
 
Ms. Benton asked about the work on County Road 7 North; Mr. Sullivan reported that it is 
maintenance work. 
 
Mr. Sullivan said the work at the airport is moving along. The paving should be done by the end 
of the week; the airplane fuel tank will be moved on May 14, 2015. 
 
Mr. Sullivan reported that the department leased an asphalt compactor for two months, starting 
June 1, 2015, at a cost of $4,800.00 per month.  
 
Mr. Sullivan reported that at the intersections of County Road 3 East and the 5 North, the 7 
North, and the 9 North, striping needs to be added. Flashing stoplights will be installed before 
harvest at a cost of $4,000.00, which is not currently in the department’s budget. 
 
Mr. Sullivan reported that the contractor laying fiber optic wiring in the Indian Trails area is doing 
a good job. The depth at which the wiring is being laid is correct.  
 
Mr. Sullivan reported that a contract has been signed with Suncor at rack pricing for asphalt for 
one year, at a cost of $450 per ton. Two loads of asphalt, at a cost of $11,000.00 plus shipping, 
will be used for the airport. The airport will be billed for one-and-a-half loads, and the rest of the 
asphalt will be used on other projects. 
 
Mr. Sullivan reported that his crew removed junk from the airport last week (old lights, etc.), that 
will be hauled to the recycling company in Monte Vista. The funds received from the recycling 
will be turned back to the airport. 
 
Mr. Sullivan reported that his department received a request from the Del Norte Fire Department 
to repair a patch of track on 9th Street in anticipation of the State Track Tournament. In his 
opinion the best, least expensive treatment will be to apply a thin overlay, which would be a 
one-day project. The Board agreed to this repair and also agreed that this will make a good 
showing for the community. 
 
Ms. Osborn thanked Mr. Sullivan for the Road and Bridge cost accounting for the airport. She 
notified him that the light on the beacon is not working. Mr. Sullivan said that he was aware of it, 
but was concerned about being able to reach it to repair it. Ms. Osborn said that a runway light 
was broken off its hinge. Mr. Sullivan said he had the parts to fix it, and would also check for 
other lighting repairs. Ms. Osborn said she would order any parts he needed. Ms. Osborn said 
that Colorado Department of Transportation Aeronautics was at the airport on May 12, 2015, 
and asked that the runway be crack sealed as soon as possible. Mr. Sullivan said that it could 
be repaired on May 14, 2015, if it was a dry day. Ms. Osborn said that the State was very 
impressed with how nicely the airport is being kept. 
 
At 10:00 a.m., Rose Vanderpool, Land Use Administrator, and Eugene Carroll, Viaero Wireless, 
were present to discuss a minor subdivision exemption for Viaero Wireless on Pete and Terisa 
Atkins’s property south on Highway 15, north of County Road 1 South (two-and-a-half acres). 
Commissioner Shriver asked if there was enough room for the required setbacks. Ms. 
Vanderpool responded that she did not think there was. Mr. Carroll explained that the 
measurements start from the center of the tower. He noted that the regulations have changed 
and their interpretation is vague. He said the towers meet the fall zone requirements, but the 
measurements are off by a couple of feet. He further explained that the tower would have three 



legs, built so the heavy leg would fall first, but the tower would not fall at its full length. Mr. 
Carroll said that there is a measurement of 150 feet from the property line to the first bolt of the 
tower. Mr. Carroll suggested that the regulations be redefined to require measurement from the 
center of the tower. When asked, Mr. Carroll stated that Viaero would own this property, rather 
than lease it. 
 
Ms. Vanderpool stated that she has not received any comments, but when cell phone carriers 
approach property owners for land on which to build a tower, it is the property owner who is 
impacted; no one wants a tower in their sight lines. She recommended (1) to approve the 
exemption with the condition that no other exemptions be allowed; (2) that access (shared right-
of-way and not the ditch access road) be submitted to Public Service and the Atkins; and (3) 
that all contingencies be met. When the resolution is signed, the property can be sold to Viaero. 
 
Darrel Plane was present and objected to the construction of the Viaero tower in this location. 
His concern was that anyone needing access to the tower would use the Gilcrest ditch access 
road because it is more convenient than the road. He was also concerned about a recent break-
in and noted that other residents in the area are on edge. He expressed further concern that 
anyone accessing the tower via the ditch access road might leave the gate open, jeopardizing 
the safety of his cattle. Mr. Carroll assured the Board that Viaero crews would legally have to 
use the access road. Viaero will put a gate on the highway and gravel the road, thereby 
improving it and allowing Viaero crews access at any time. 
 
Ms. Vanderpool noted that the exempt division of land is contingent on Viaero obtaining a 
conditional use permit. 
 
Commissioner Shriver made a motion to approve the exempt division of land contingent on the 
conditional use permit approval and with the recommendations of Ms. Vanderpool. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Bricker and the motion carried. Book  575 Page 1072 
 
The conditional use permit was discussed and a drainage plan was presented. The Planning 
Commission has recommended approval. Mr. Carroll explained that Viaero is a regional cell 
phone provider and already has a tower on the east side of Monte Vista. This new tower is 
needed for capacity, particularly for in-building use. It will be a 150-foot tower and the site will be 
maintained and improved by Viaero. Viaero will only need access to the tower once or twice a 
year. Viaero has received approval from the FAA, FCC, and other government agencies. Viaero 
is a partner with AT&T, and there is room for other carriers to use the tower. Commissioner 
Bricker asked what Viaero’s current customer base is. Mr. Carroll was not sure, but noted that 
the Monte Vista Co-op is a big customer and it needs the tower specifically to make sure its 
phones work inside the building. He stated that the tower would provide cell phone service, 
some data services, and would be built to allow for Phase Two Emergency services.  
 
Commissioner Shriver asked when capacity might call for another tower. Mr. Carroll responded 
that it would depend on the growth of Monte Vista. Commissioner Bricker asked what the visual 
impact to the Atkins would be. Ms. Vanderpool said it would be minimal, but that neighbors may 
see it. Mr. Carroll noted that the tower would not be lighted. 
 
Mr. Plane expressed his objections again. Commissioner Shriver asked if there was a gate on 
the ditch access road. Mr. Plane responded that there was, but again expressed concern about 
someone leaving the gate open. Mr. Edward Medina, 400 Ray Street, Monte Vista, was present 
and asked for the exact location of the tower. Ms. Vanderpool said that the tower is 1,500 feet 
south of his home. Mr. Medina asked if the tower would affect landline telephone service. Mr. 
Carroll responded that it would not. 
 
Ms. Vanderpool presented a letter from Tarry Maxson, 1043 West Road 1 South, Monte Vista, 
objecting to the tower. 
 
Commissioner Shriver made a motion to table the issue for two weeks (until May 27, 2015, at 
10:00 a.m.) so the Board can inspect the property. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion 
and the motion carried. 
 
Ms. Vanderpool stated that T-Mobile is co-locating on the Hanna tower; this was approved. T-
Mobile is also submitting a co-location on the Scot Schaefer tower on Acequia Drive in Monte 
Vista. Viaero is contacting AT&T to co-locate in South Fork. Chairman Davie asked that these 
be Phase Two Emergency services towers.  
 
At 10:40 a.m., Ms. Osborn presented a change request from Monte Vista Hospitality LLC 
(Kelloff’s Restaurant) regarding its liquor license. She explained that the partnership 
percentages were changing but that the license would stay the same. Commissioner Bricker 



made a motion to approve the corporate change of names on the liquor and 3.2 beer license for 
Monte Vista Hospitality LLC. Commissioner Shriver seconded the motion and the motion 
carried. 
 
Ms. Osborn asked the Board if it had any ideas about moving forward with regard to Off 
Highway Vehicles. Commissioner Shriver stated that more discussion was needed and that 
Chairman Davie needed to be updated on a recent meeting. Ms. Osborn said that South Fork 
wants to go forward with allowing OHVs on roadways. Commissioner Bricker stated that many 
people are opposed to this and that it may have to be voted on. The Board decided to hold a 
work session on this topic after the regular Board meeting. 
 
Ms. Benton reported that she had spoken to Randy Kern, Building Inspector. He reported to her 
that Mr. Greg Thompson had hired a structural engineer, plumbers, and electricians to inspect 
and repair the un-permitted property in South Fork. Mr. Kern said that Mr. Thompson is 
complying. 
 
Ms. Vanderpool reported on blight issues in Monte Vista. She has spoken with a resident on 
Sickles Street and asked her to clean up the property and to burn trash in barrels rather than on 
the ground. Further, Ms. Vanderpool has sent the resident a certified letter dated May 5, 2015, 
and left a letter on her door on May 13, 2015. There has been no response. Ms. Vanderpool 
expressed concern about the availability of sanitation services at this address and may contact 
the Department of Social Services to check on the resident(s). Ms. Vanderpool said that she is 
working with two other blight sites on Monte Vista and Del Norte. 
 
At 11:00 a.m., Absalom Yoder, 5190 East Road 8 South, Monte Vista, was present to discuss a 
conditional use permit application for his proposed laying hen operation. Ms. Vanderpool 
reported that the Planning Commission recommended approval of the operation, with the 
contingency that the survey pins be located so the operation will be on a 400 foot setback. 
Commissioner Bricker asked how close other properties are to this operation. Mr. Yoder stated 
that two properties are a half-mile away and that one other property is closer. He located his 
and the other properties on a map. He confirmed that the structures would be stick built and 
could house up to 2,000 chickens, which he estimated would lay approximately 1,700 eggs per 
day. He will have some local sales, but will primarily sell to a distributor who will pick up eggs 
once a week. Commissioner Bricker asked about sanitation. Ms. Vanderpool said that the 
guidelines are stricter if an operation has more than 2,000 chickens. Mr. Yoder stated that the 
floor will be dirt and straw will be used for bedding, so no water will be needed for washing out 
the hen house. Ms. Vanderpool said that she has not received any objections from Mr. Yoder’s 
neighbors. 
 
Mr. Yoder told the Board that he currently has 600 chickens. Also, he has contacted the Division 
of Water and he has been approved to buy the water right for this commercial operation. 
 
Commissioner Shriver made a motion to approve the conditional use permit with the 
contingencies noted by the Planning Commission. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion 
and the motion carried. Book 575 Page 1075 
 
At 11:15 a.m., Commissioner Shriver reported on the Recreational District meeting held May 11, 
2015. There were several elected officials present at the meeting from Monte Vista, Del Norte, 
and South Fork. There was also a contingency that was very interested in the availability of a 
swimming pool. Commissioner Shriver said that Monte Vista made it clear that it would move 
ahead with its plans, whether there is a larger district or not. She said there was some interest 
from South Fork, but that it won’t buy in to the plan unless it has its own, separate funding. 
Commissioner Shriver expressed some concern about pursuing the district because of a lack of 
enthusiastic support. Commissioner Bricker, however, thought the meeting was very positive 
and recommended more meetings to discuss the district. 
 
At 11:25 a.m., Bill Dunn, County Attorney, was present to update the Board. He is still waiting 
for the Secretary of State office to send him a copy of the railroad charter. 
 
He reported that the Airport Board meeting, May 12, 2015, was contentious with regard to new 
hangar leases. He said the change in fees was not the issue as much as the new wording that 
includes regulations for use. Mr. Dunn recommended that the new regulations be taken out of 
the leases and handled as a separate, changeable document (covenants) and to keep the 
leases very simple but subject to the rules and regulations of the Board of County 
Commissioners and the Airport Advisory Committee. He suggested that the Airport Advisory 
Committee be given a chance to participate in determining the regulations in order to get its 
buy-in. Ms. Benton, who was also present at the meeting, stated that she heard resistance to 
the new fees. She also pointed out that there are no available grant applications to assist the 



airport for the next five years, so funds for upkeep have to come from somewhere. She also 
stated that when decisions are made by the Advisory Committee, they must be reported in 
minutes and other relevant documentation. 
 
It was stated that it is the responsibility of the Board of Commissioners to make decisions 
affecting the airport, with input from the Advisory Committee. The Board of Commissioners and 
the Advisory Committee need to work together and a recommendation was made for the two 
entities to meet face to face so that the Advisory Committee can get direction on how to move 
forward. Commissioner Shriver said that the lease amount needs to be addressed now. 
Chairman Davie said that the Board of Commissioners need to hold a work session on the 
airport, and then should have a work session with the Advisory Committee. The Board directed 
Mr. Dunn to present the new lease changes to the Advisory Committee. 
 
At 12:00 p.m., the meeting was adjourned until 1:15 p.m. 
 
At 1:15 p.m., the meeting was called to order.  
 
Ms. Benton followed up on a previous question regarding $7,000.00 possibly allocated to the 
Community Action Fund to benefit the Veterans Park in Monte Vista. She stated that the funds 
were available and that if invoices are submitted the money can be given to the park, but it 
could not be used to pay for work done by the Monte Vista Parks and Recreation staff. 
Commissioner Shriver made a motion to allocate the funds to the Community Action Fund. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Bricker and the motion carried. 
 
Mr. Sullivan was present to report that the west section of the airport was being paved. He 
stated that while the construction plans call for tie-downs on the taxi-way, this area is used to 
provide easy access to the hangars. He said that if Eagle Air needs the tie-downs, they can be 
installed later. It was agreed to not install the tie-downs at this time. The repairs requested 
earlier by Ms. Osborn have been completed. Mr. Sullivan will notify Ms. Osborn if supplies need 
to be ordered. The crack on the runway will be repaired May 18 or 19, 2015. 
 
At 1:25 p.m., Martha Williamson, U.S. Forest Service, was present to update the Board. She 
said that the seasonal visitors would start arriving next week. The Range program is moving 
along, with grazing starting in the spring and fall. Fences are being repaired. Timber will be cut 
at Poague Lake and West Pinos later this year. Tucker Ponds is being cleaned up after the fire 
and will stay a free-use area for wood gathering. Beaver Creek Reservoir construction has 
started again and should be finished in July. Water will be stored up to the high water line. 
 
Regarding recreational projects, crews are working on trails for Off Highway Vehicles with an 
OHV grant. The Southwest Conservation Corps is working on trails on Alder Creek outside 
South Fork. Most campgrounds are open, but one Cathedral Loop and the Comstock 
campgrounds will be closed because of lack of funding for cleaning bathrooms. The Forest 
Service is working with a property owner on Rock Creek to complete an easement to open a 
trail.  
 
Ms. Williamson noted that the Wolf Creek decision is still pending and Mike Blakeman will notify 
the Board when it will be announced. 
 
The Forest Plan Revision meetings are ongoing. The assessment phase is happening now and 
a series of meetings are being held to determine the need to revise the forest plan. The plan will 
start being developed in July, with the target completion date of 2017. 
 
Chairman Davie asked Ms. Williamson to define Off Highway Vehicles. The list included Jeeps, 
motorbikes, and all-terrain vehicles. Ms. Williamson also noted that the road into Wheeler 
Geological Area is on the list for erosion repair. 
 
Ms. Williamson reported that the last forest sales on timber products will be taken care of this 
year. The next big timber project will be this summer. She noted that these sales are often 
selling for more than the minimum bids and that there are several local buyers. 
 
There will be a West Fork Complex Fire tour June 19 and 20, 2015, which will include Pagosa 
Springs, the Rio Grande National Forest, and Firewise. 
 
At 1:40 p.m., Ms. Osborn reported on a meeting she and Ms. Benton had with Wendy Maez, 
Co-administrator, and Lyn Zimmer from Saguache County. There is interest in Rio Grande 
County managing Saguache County Public Health. The concern expressed by the Board is that 
Emily Brown, Rio Grande Public Health Director, is still fairly new, and taking on this 
responsibility would mean much more administrative work for her. Commissioner Shriver 



recommended that Ms. Osborn tell Ms. Maez that this is not something Rio Grande County can 
take on right now. The Board agreed. Ms. Osborn said that she might suggest that Saguache 
County find a consultant to help it. 
 
At 1:50 p.m., Marianna King was present to discuss an intergovernmental review letter for a 
grant application for the Rio Grande County Library District. The grant is for Community Facility 
Funding ($11,400.00) for computers, printers, and tables and chairs for a meeting space. Ms. 
King said that the U.S. Department of Agriculture paperwork requires a review by the Rio 
Grande County Commissioners so the Board would know about possible funds coming into the 
community. Ms. King said that 25 percent matching funds, for a total of $14,000.00, was coming 
from the Library. The Library District is acting as the fiscal agent for the library; the District is the 
applicant on behalf of the library. 
 
Ms. Osborn noted that no budget was included with the grant narrative submitted by Ms. King 
and asked her to supply that information before the next Board meeting. Ms. Osborn assured 
Ms. King that a letter of approval would be prepared once the budget for this grant was 
reviewed. 
 
Ms. King reported that the Del Norte Library is seeking 501(c)3 status to avoid fiscal agent fees 
in the future. There will be a $400,000.00 capital budget. Attorney Bill Dunn is assisting the 
library with this, but it was stressed that he is working independently from his role as County 
Attorney. 
 
At 2:15 p.m., Ms. Osborn asked the Board if it objected to her starting quarterly meetings with 
other city and county managers. The Board had no objections. 
 
The Board discussed the OHV meeting held April 28, 2015. The meeting was well attended. 
The Colorado State Patrol reported that many counties are moving toward allowing OHVs, but 
CSP is against anyone under the age of 16 operating the vehicles. It also stressed the need for 
riders to use appropriate safety equipment. South Fork seemed agreeable to changing the age 
limit. In addition, proof of insurance and Colorado Parks and Wildlife licensing—for both in- and 
out-of-state riders—would be required. It was stated that all roads would not have to be opened 
to OHVs and that neighborhood streets are a concern. The Sheriff’s office is recommending 
consistency between communities. Commissioner Shriver recommended taking baby steps in 
terms of the roads and streets being opened to OHVs. 
 
Ms. Osborn told the Board that there are openings on the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Committee 
and that some names have been brought up to fill them. Commissioner Shriver said she did not 
think it would be a good idea to have a member of the Airport Advisory Committee on this UAV 
Committee. No decision was made. 
 
At 2:35 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to a work session on OHV trails. 
 
Attest: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Doug Davie, Chairman     Mona Syring, Clerk and Recorder 
 
 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ PROCEEDINGS 
 
State of Colorado  ) 
    ss 
County of Rio Grande  ) 
 
The Board of Rio Grande County Commissioners met in regular session on Wednesday, May 
27, 2015. Members present were Chairman Doug Davie, Commissioner Karla Shriver, 
Commissioner Pam Bricker, County Administrator Carol Osborn, Financial Officer Suzanne 
Benton, and Clerk of the Board Mona Syring.  
 
At 9:00 a.m., Chairman Davie called the meeting to order and led the opening prayer. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was said. The agenda was amended to add an action item concerning 
Coroner Rusty Strohmayer and a report on the recent Action 22 meeting. Commissioner Shriver 
moved to accept the agenda as amended. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion and the 
motion carried. Commissioner Bricker moved to accept the minutes from the May 13, 2015, 
meeting with changes. Commissioner Shriver seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
Chairman Davie asked if there were any public comments and there were none. 
 



At 9:05 a.m., Administrator Osborn presented a Petition for Abatement of Taxes for Ellen A. 
Nelson and Christie L. Scott in the amount of $65.89. Commissioner Shriver moved to approve 
the abatement of taxes. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Ms. Osborn reported that Patrick Sullivan, Road and Bridge Supervisor, recommended donating 
boulders to the Rio Grande Conservation District. Commissioner Bricker moved to approve 
donating the boulders. Commissioner Shriver seconded the motion and the motion carried. The 
Conservation District will move the boulders. 
 
At 9:10 a.m., the meeting was adjourned to the Board of the Department of Social Services.  
 
At 10:00 a.m., the Board of Commissioners was reconvened. 
 
Rose Vanderpool, Land Use Administrator, and Eugene Carroll, Viaero Wireless, were present 
to discuss a conditional use permit for a new cell phone tower. Chairman Davie asked for 
comments. Commissioners Shriver and Davie had visited the site, which was full of water due to 
recent rains. Commissioner Shriver asked if Viaero intended to build a pad for the tower. Mr. 
Carroll said that no building or generator would be built; the pad will be built up one-and-a-half 
feet above ground. Also, culverts will be put in on the access road. Commissioner Bricker asked 
if there was another site with less water. Mr. Carroll responded that Viaero has submitted a 
drainage plan where excess water will drain into the ditches. Ms. Vanderpool added that the 
drainage plan meets Federal Emergency Management Agency regulations. 
 
Commissioner Shriver asked Ms. Vanderpool what conditions the Land Use Department had 
put on the applicant. Ms. Vanderpool responded that the applicant has submitted all 
requirements per the code book. The tower will be 150 feet tall on a 150-foot setback. Culverts 
are to be placed for utility easement access. The pad will be one-and-a-half feet above the 
existing ground. Canal access will not be used. The drainage impact study has been completed. 
Randy Kern, Building Inspector, will inspect the site. Commissioner Shriver moved to approve 
the conditional use permit with the stated conditions. Commissioner Bricker seconded the 
motion and the motion carried. The resolutions will be drafted. Book 575 Page 1071 
 
At 10:07 a.m., Emily Brown, Director, Department of Public Health, was present to update the 
Board. She requested the Board’s approval on four contracts for fiscal year 2015-2016: 
 

 Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Emergency Preparedness and 
Response, $18,683.00 

 CDPHE Office of Planning, Partnerships and Improvement, $42,168.00 (local funding for 
Maternal Child Health and Child Fatality Review). Ms. Osborn asked if this is extra 
funding from CDPHE. Ms. Brown said it was additional funding from the original year. 

 CDPHE Tobacco, $169,581.00. This funding is divided as follows: Rio Grande County, 
$29,140.00; regional, $39,441.00; the remainder goes to four other counties. 

 Health Care Policy and Financing, $135,000.00 for Health Communities 
 
Commissioner Shriver asked if the Department of Public Health was receiving funding from past 
grants. Ms. Brown said that Healthy Communities grant was behind, but has now caught up. 
 
Commissioner Bricker moved to approve the four contracts. Commissioner Shriver seconded 
the motion and the motion carried. 
 
Ms. Brown asked if subcontracts need to be reviewed, especially those where the Department 
of Public Health is serving as fiscal agent. Ms. Osborn recommended that Ms. Brown have 
these subcontracts reviewed by County Attorney Bill Dunn. 
 
Ms. Brown announced that she has been accepted into the National Association of City and 
County Health Officials’ “Leadership Development Institute New Local Health Officials’ 
Community of Practice.” This calls for four e-learning modules to be prepared before December 
2015. Also, she will attend the NACCHO conference in Kansas City, July 6-9, 2015. She 
indicated that she would pay for the trip herself, but will research the costs and see if it can be 
funded in some way. 
 
Other upcoming meetings include: 
 

 Summer CCI conference, June 2-3, 2015, in Keystone. Ms. Brown will be a panelist for a 
shared services presentation. 

 Western Colorado Directors Gathering, June 22, 2015, in Grand Junction. 



 Ms. Brown reported that she had attended the San Luis Valley Public Health 
Partnership/West-Central Public Health Partnership meeting, May 7, 2015, in Lake City. 
She said it was an opportunity to discuss what is working well between the two 
agencies. 

 
Ms. Brown presented the animal bite report from 2014. She said that Public Health should be 
receiving reports of bites from hospitals. While the numbers seem to be highest in the Valley, 
Ms. Brown believes more reports are being filed because of the good relations between Public 
Health, the hospitals, and the Sheriff’s office. The report indicates that four animals were 
quarantined after biting humans in Rio Grande County (a total of eight were quarantined in the 
Valley), one was not found, and none were euthanized in Rio Grande County (a total of four 
were euthanized in the Valley). There have been no positive rabies tests on domestic animals. 
Commissioner Shriver pointed out that the highest risk of rabies and bubonic plague is in the 
prairie dog population. 
 
Ms. Brown reported that San Luis Valley Public Health Partnership applied for Office of 
Behavioral Health funding for prevention coalitions. Costilla County Public Health will be the 
fiscal agent. The application was coordinated with the San Luis Valley Behavioral Health Group 
and Rio Grande Prevention Partners. The two agencies also applied for two other available 
grants in order to obtain the greatest funding for the region. The agencies will be notified about 
the receipt of the funding June 1, 2015, and the funds will be available August 1, 2015. 
 
Ms. Brown reported that a new Environmental Health Specialist will begin employment with the 
San Luis Valley Public Health partnership July 15, 2015, in Alamosa. The new employee will 
spend four to six months in Alamosa and will be based out of Del Norte. 
 
Ms. Brown reported that the department now has SelfServe training knowledge so that 
questions that come in can be answered easily. 
 
Radon vouchers have been distributed for this funding cycle throughout the Valley and 
information is being compiled. 
 
Ms. Brown reported that the Del Norte School District has offered the school nurse position to a 
second candidate and that work continues to develop a shared schedule with the Department of 
Public Health. 
 
Ms. Brown noted that childhood fatality information will be available next week. 
 
At 10:30 a.m., Kristina Daniel, San Luis Valley Behavioral Health was present to meet with the 
Board. Also present were Jody Kern, Ryan Dunn, and Jackie Stephens from the Department of 
Social Services, and Emily Brown, Department of Public Health. Ms. Daniel thanked the Board 
for declaring May Mental Health Month.  
 
Ms. Daniel noted that a major concern of Behavioral Health is finding care and support for older 
adults with mental illness. The Colorado Behavioral Health Council is conducting a request for 
proposal process to explore resources. The Western Interstate Commission for Higher 
Education, a research organization, is collecting data and will share reports soon on resources 
for older and young adults with special needs. Meetings are being held on substance abuse, 
and Behavioral Health is engaged in all aspects of those discussions and finding available 
resources. 
 
Ms. Daniel explained that Behavioral Health does not want to take people out of their 
environment for treatment, so it is having more conversations with other partners to explore any 
limitations that might exist and to come up with the least restrictive ways to provide treatment. 
No beds are assigned at the State Hospital. While there are good systems in place, Ms. Daniel 
said there is always room for improvement. Behavioral Health’s goal is to serve its clients in the 
best possible way. 
 
Commissioner Shriver asked if Behavioral Health was participating in the webinar, Stepping Up: 
A National Initiative to Reduce the Number of People with Mental Illness in Jails. Ms. Daniel 
said it is not, but will be a part of it throughout the Valley. She stressed that a regional approach 
is needed. Having people go out with the police would require new employees and new training. 
 
Ms. Kern asked how Behavioral Health can serve people with both medical and mental issues 
and how DSS can support them. Ms. Daniel said that the WICHE report would provide 
information on this, as well as possible funding. She acknowledged that some situations (e.g., 
dementia) require both medical and mental support. She noted that caregivers also need 
support, resources, and interventions. 



 
Ms. Brown asked if caregiver support was available. There is some support from the 
Alzheimer’s Association, the Veterans Administration, and hospice. Ms. Daniel said this is also a 
regional issue. 
 
Mr. Dunn asked how the process for finding a bed works. Ms. Daniel said it depends on the 
population and the day. When a request comes in, calls are immediately made to every hospital 
in the State. Once a bed is found, transportation is provided for the client. Mr. Dunn asked how 
far away from the client’s home he or she might be placed. Ms. Daniel said the placement would 
be at least as far away as Pueblo, and could be further, depending on bed availability. Mr. Dunn 
said he hoped that some beds could be reserved at the new nursing home when it is built. Ms. 
Daniel said Behavioral Health would support that arrangement. 
 
Ms. Daniel was asked what would be required for someone to be trained in police procedures. 
She said Behavioral Health is not there yet, and the idea may be evaluated in mid-June. She 
said Behavioral Health needs to know what the counties want and what the logistics might be so 
it can prepare. Ms. Daniel said a larger conversation needs to take place to find out what other 
communities are doing. 
 
Commissioner Shriver asked if it might be possible for Behavioral Health to provide housing in 
any of its facilities. Ms. Daniel said that this would not be a safe alternative. Behavioral Health is 
looking into partner options to acquire a facility but is unable to pursue that at this time. It might 
be a long-term solution. 
 
Ms. Daniel thanked the Board for signing the contracts and stated that she enjoys working with 
Rio Grande County.  
 
Commissioner Bricker asked if approved providers can only work with convicted offenders. Ms. 
Daniel said yes, and that there are diverse services available. Four other centers, with one 
being a local center, can provide these services and that tight controls are necessary. Sex 
offenders receive treatment one day per week. Polygraphists come in for testing, and other 
testing is done in Pueblo. Rigorous treatment is required. Commissioner Bricker asked if there 
are situations where housing is provided for the offenders. Ms. Daniel said that only treatment is 
provided.  
 
Mr. Dunn said it is important to make sure services are available from Behavioral Health for 
juveniles even if they have not been charged with a crime. Ms. Daniel said it helps if a court can 
at least make a finding, so that treatment can be required. Behavioral Health does not offer 
juvenile services, but will assess and create a care plan and will contract for services to be 
provided. She stressed that finding the least restrictive treatment situation is always the goal. 
Mr. Dunn asked why there is no treatment for juveniles. Ms. Daniel explained that there are not 
enough clients to form a group, so Behavior Health looks for other ways to treat them. Mr. Dunn 
asked if the juveniles are placed in a setting out of their homes. Ms. Daniel said she will look 
into this. 
 
Commissioner Shriver asked if other communities like Cortez and Durango have similar 
situations and Ms. Daniel said they did. 
 
Ms. Daniel said that communication with Rio Grande Hospital is good. It has one part time 
counselor and they are working toward integrated efforts to find treatment. Also, Behavioral 
Health is working on a VA Choice app, which should be complete by the end of the week. 
 
At 11:10 a.m., Bill Dunn, County Attorney, was present to update the Board. He informed the 
Board that he had received a letter from Marianna King, on behalf of the Rio Grande County 
Library District regarding the USDA grant. Commissioner Bricker reported that Ms. King is no 
longer working for the Library District and instructed Mr. Dunn to do nothing with the letter. 
 
Mr. Dunn reported that the railroad charter he was trying to obtain from the Secretary of State is 
too old and not available. He subsequently placed a call to Mr. Will Carpenter about the railroad 
deeds (quit claim deeds) and the nature of the title. The question is whether the railroad owner 
can build whatever he wants or if he has to comport with County zoning regulations. 
 
At 11:20 a.m., Commissioner Shriver presented County Payroll. Overtime at the jail was high 
this month (440 hours). Ms. Benton said the $6,000.00 overage in the total payroll was likely a 
function of turnover and paying out annual leave. Commissioner Shriver moved to pay this 
month’s payroll. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
 

County General: $200,718.43 



Road and Bridge: $  69,029.12 
DSS:   $111,430.94 
Pest Control:  $  13,523.86 
Public Health:  $  13,149.50 
TOTAL:  $407,851.85 

 
Commissioner Shriver reported that a letter has been received from the Colorado Coroners 
Standards and Training Board stating that County Coroner Rusty Strohmayer has completed his 
training. Commissioner Shriver moved to reinstate Coroner Strohmayer and authorize his back 
pay in the next pay period. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
Ms. Osborn will send a letter to Coroner Strohmayer informing him of the reinstatement. Ms. 
Benton said the County loaned Mr. Strohmayer his May health insurance payment and that this 
would be settled in his back pay. 
 
Chairman Davie asked for recommendations as to whom to appoint to the Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle Board. Commissioner Shriver moved to appoint Commissioner Bricker and Jim Leist on 
condition of acceptance. Commissioner Bricker seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
Ms. Osborn will talk to Mr. Leist to confirm his interest in the position. 
 
Ms. Osborn reminded the Board about the San Luis Valley Rural Electric Association annual 
meeting, June 9, 2015, at 5:30, at the Rodeway Inn in Alamosa. She also reported that Tobin 
and Associates performed the fourth of 12 penetration tests and had no findings.  
 
Ms. Osborn reported that a letter of thanks to Patrick Sullivan, Road and Bridge Supervisor, had 
been received from the Webbs. She said the Comprehensive Plan will be out by June 8, and 
that the Department of Local Affairs contract will be finished by the end of July. She is preparing 
a gift basket to take to the Colorado Counties Inc. conference. She reminded the Board about 
Darrel Plane’s retirement party on Friday, May 29, 2015 from 3:00 to 5:00. 
 
Ms. Osborn reported that the Airport is waiting for the engineer to approve everything. The gas 
that was to be delivered next week has been delayed. The 2013 grant will be closed May 28, 
2015 and $13,000.00 will be returned to the State. The fuel farm grant will also close soon. 
 
Chief Financial Officer interviews will be held May 28, 2015. 
 
Ms. Osborn reported on the Stepping Up Initiative, an initiative to reduce the number of people 
with mental illnesses in jails. It will be important to involve the Sheriff’s office. There are 13 
strategies to get into the community: 
 

 Involve community members in the planning process. 
 Assemble a community advisory board. 
 Hold community forums or open houses. 
 Gather a task force to target a specific ongoing issue.  
 Create opportunities for volunteers. 
 Develop community accountability boards. 
 Give presentations at public meetings and agencies. 
 Perform community surveys.  
 Train community members as mediators. 
 Provide the community with access to services. 
 Let someone else open the door for you. 
 Get the word out. 
 Invite the community to contact you. 

 
Commissioner Bricker reported on the recent Action 22 meeting, May 22, 2015, in Pueblo. A full 
board meeting was held Friday, before the Governor’s State of the State address. The 
Executive Committee hired Iris Clark to redirect the organization. The full board was concerned 
about paying Ms. Clark. The organization’s finances are in dire straits and there has been some 
incorrect reporting. Commissioner Shriver asked if Rio Grande County’s dues have been paid, 
stating that if they haven’t been paid, the County should stop being involved in the organization. 
Ms. Benton said the dues ($750.00 per year) have been paid. Commissioner Bricker 
recommended that the County wait to see how the redirection proceeds. She stated that she 
believes the organization will ultimately be beneficial in terms of lobbying. Ms. Osborn asked if 
there was a timeline set for the redirection. Commissioner Bricker said there is no exact timeline 
and that once an audit is done a new CEO will be hired. 
 
Ms. Osborn reported that she received a call from David Owens, who lives on County Road 5 in 
the Plaza area. He is trying to sell his house and reported to Ms. Osborn that the surrounding 



neighborhood is in bad shape and that he is concerned about someone raising sheep there. Ms. 
Vanderpool has sent letters asking for the area to be cleaned up but nothing has been done yet. 
Ms. Osborn will talk with Ms. Vanderpool about the situation. 
 
Ms. Benton said that if no one is hired for the CFO position after the May 28, 2015 interviews, 
another ad will be run that states a higher salary, depending on the pay plan. 
 
At 11:55 a.m., the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Attest: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Doug Davie, Chairman     Mona Syring, Clerk and Recorder 
 
 


