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take. Mr. Dunn agreed it would be better if the current owner, Mr. Taylor, would clean the
property, and was waiting to see how he will respond to Monte Vista’s code enforcement officer.
He thought the County should ready to back-up the City, and the County may have to seek a
court order to remove the property or lock the property. If the property is locked, it will not
remove the problem, but it may relieve it from being a public nuisance. Locking would be a less
expensive solution. Commissioner Bothell said she did not believe cleanup costs would be paid
back by the owner. Commissioner Noffsker said the issue should not be about cost; the City and
County have a responsibility to the public to keep them safe. Commissioner Bothell asked if
they are not paid back, would the cost be the responsibility of the City or of the County. Ms.
Brown responded that the inside of the house is beyond the City’s authority, so falls under the
authority of Public Health. Mr. Dunn said since no one lives in the house, locking the door to
keep people out could make this a private matter rather than a public one. Commissioner
Glover said the smells and health issues from urine and feces affect the neighborhood, so it is
still a public matter. Ms. Schroeder and Ms. Steffens-Steward said the smell cannot be
contained by a lock. Commissioner Noffsker said blight and property values are a City matter;
health issues are a County Public Health matter. Mr. Dunn agreed the BOH does not have
authority over a blight or property values, but stench is a Public Health issue. Commissioner
Noffsker said since the house does not have utilities, this moves into a public health issue.

Mr. Dunn said in order that the BOH does not exceed its authority, it may need to start in
incremental steps. It should start by trying to contact the owner, then lock the property. It
should start with the least drastic remedy, and increase from there. Ms. Brown said at the last
BOCC meeting, the Board had decided to give the owner one month to fix the problem. She
asked if the Board needed to wait another month to take action, since it has not been able to
contact Mr. Taylor. Mr. Dunn said the Board could issue an order today, February 26, because
the owner is aware of the problem. Commissioner Noffsker said the County should start the
process today. He asked if anyone on the Board had seen the property. Ms. Brown, Ms.
Schroeder, and Commissioner Glover said they had seen the outside. Commissioner Glover
said the neighbors will be affected when the temperature warms and it starts to thaw.

Ms. Brown said there needed to be a Public Health Order for cleanup, locked property, or both.
Mr. Dunn said the orders need to be separate. The first step would be for the Board to enter an
order for cleanup to be done by a certain date. If the property did not pass an inspection after
that date, then it could go to the next steps of ordering a lock, ordering cleanup by the county,
and so on. Ms. Brown said to enter the order for clean-up today, February 26, 2020. At the
next meeting, the Board can meet with the city’s code enforcement officer, and neighbors to get
their testimony and decide on the next steps.

Commissioner Glover asked if the property has been tested for meth, since that will affect how
the cleanup operation is done.

Commissioner Noffsker asked Mr. Dunn what legal step can be done immediately. Mr. Dunn
said the BOH does not have the legal authority to go onto the property or lock it at this time.
The Board needed to petition the County Court for an order. Commissioner Noffsker asked for
a motion to direct the attorney to write an order from the BOH ordering the cleanup of the
property, and to immediately petition the Court for an order to lock the building. Commissioner
Glover made the motion. Commissioner Bothell seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Mr. Dunn will find out if a notice needs to be sent by certified mail before the court will issue an
order. He said he will also send an identical notice by email. The clean up deadline will be
March 25, 2020. Commissioner Glover made a motion that the BOH direct the attorney to
petition a court order to secure and lock the premises. Commissioner Bothell seconded the
motion, and the motion carried.

Mr. Dunn will get the order drafted and mailed March 2, 2020, and give a copy to Ms. Brown.
Ms. Brown will contact the Monte Vista police and ask them to monitor the property for activity.

At 2:43 PM the BOH began a discussion of logistics.

Ms. Brown asked that the 2020 meeting dates be set. Previously the meetings have been
quarterly, and lasted several hours. Ms. Brown suggested the BOH meeting could be held
monthly, after the last BOCC meeting. The Commissioners said this would work most of the
time, and special sessions could be held if needed. Ms. Slater and Ms. Brown will work
together on agendas. Ms. Jacobs will take minutes. Ms. Brown asked if the BOCC wanted her
reporting methods to change. The Commissioners said the current reporting is fine. Ms. Slater
said any documents to be shared need to get to her by the Friday before the meeting. Mr. Dunn
said it would be good to have a resolution setting the meetings. Ms. Slater will have one by the
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At 3:22 PM Commissioner Bothell moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Glover
seconded the motion, and the meeting was adjourned.

Attest:
John Noffsker, Chairman Emily Brown, Director
Chairman of the Board Public Health Department

\\Qw\\\.\e 4 @\.&&\\\

DEAAN Jagbbs Date
Clerk of the Board



